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Chatham News + Record
Chatham officials quick to share praise, 

recognition for VinFast deal
BY BILL HORNER III

News + Record Staff

When your county lands the 
largest economic development 
project in North Carolina his-
tory, the line of  those selfishly 
seeking at least a little of  the 
credit can quickly grow pretty 
long.

Officials like Dan LaMon-
tagne, though, have been quick 
to share the credit and spread 
the praise for the work that 

brought Vietnamese carmaker 
VinFast here — and with it, 
$4 billion in investment and a 
plan for 7,500 jobs.

His list, like others queried 
in the aftermath of  VinFast’s 
March 29 announcement, is 
lengthy.

“It really is impossible to sin-
gle out any one member in this 
team effort to bring VinFast to 
Chatham County,” said LaM-
ontagne, Chatham’s county 
manager. “There were so many 

critical players in landing this 
project.”

Of  “utmost importance” to 
that effort, he said, was the 
commitment by the county’s 
board of  commissioners and 
the Sanford City Council. The 
partnership between the two 
local governments — respon-
sible, among other things, for 
bolstering Chatham’s water 
system, part of  the ready infra-

Chatham touched 
by COVID surge 
as officials eye 
new metrics

BA.2 variant causes increased 
cases, but hospitalizations down

BY BILL HORNER III
News + Record Staff

A new surge in COVID-19 cases after a two-
month decline may be more significant than it 
appears because of  the rise in home testing, but 
it’s mostly all quiet on Chatham County’s case 
count front.

Still, local health officials say the metrics are 
worth paying attention to.

The wave — in parts of  the northeast U.S., 
as well as in Alaska and Washington, D.C. — is 
being caused by the new variant called BA.2, 
which medical officials say is about 30% more 
contagious than the Omicron variant.

Compared to earlier waves, the case number 
increases seen today are relatively low, and 
higher levels of  immunity from vaccinations or 
past infections could continue to keep numbers 
lower than prior surges.

For now, Chatham County’s “community 
level” is low — along with most of  the rest of  
the state — according to Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention metrics. Only Beaufort, 
Macon, Orange, Wayne and Yancey counties 
are at the “medium” level across North Caroli-
na, and none are at the “high” level.

Although Chatham’s case counts have 
jumped in the last week or so (to 66 in total, up 
78% in the last week), other indicators (notably 
hospitalizations) are down, according to Mike 
Zelek, the director of  the Chatham County 
Public Health Department. 

“Our COVID numbers continue to look a lot 
better than they did in January when we were 
dealing with the worst of  Omicron,” he said, 
referencing a period when new case counts 
were well above 200 per day.

Welcome Center to stay open 
after town funding ends 

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The Welcome 
Center, which opened in downtown 
Pittsboro last spring, serves as a 
resource for curious visitors and 
residents who want to know more 
about the area has to offer. 

Main Street Pittsboro (MSPBO), 
the nonprofit in charge of  the facil-
ity, will stop receiving funding from 
the town of  Pittsboro at the end 
of  the fiscal year in June. But that 
doesn’t mean it’ll close.

Maria Parker-Lewis, who serves 
as the MSPBO board president, said 
the group has taken the steps to en-
sure the Welcome Center — which 
serves Pittsboro and the entire 
county — won’t cease operation, 
despite the lack of  town funding. 

“We all believe that it serves an 
important function,” Parker-Lewis 
said. “People are moving into the 
area, and so we feel that the com-
munity doesn’t want the Welcome 
Center closed.”

Pittsboro’s board of  commission-
ers voted 3-2 last October to end the 
memorandum of  understanding 
between the town and Main Street 
Pittsboro in favor of  forming its 
own in-house downtown advisory 
board. Former Pittsboro mayor 
and MSPBO board member Randy 
Voller said he felt the town made 
the wrong decision when it termi-
nated the MOU because of  Welcome 
Center’s value as a community 
resource and marketing tool.

“We thought it would be great to 
have this as controlled by a qua-
si-public entity by lease,” Voller 
said, “so that when you had down-

town events, you could have park-
ing, you could have a green room, 
you could have a place to welcome 
people and the community.”

Town staff are not responsible 
for the Welcome Center — MSPBO, 
rather, is in charge of  the oper-
ations within the building. But 
because the town played a crucial 
role in the funding the nonprofit 
received to maintain the Welcome 
Center, without those funds, 
MSPBO will have to be responsible 
for keeping it open and funding its 
expenditures.

Parker-Lewis says the nonprofit 

will be changing its name to contin-
ue the operations of  the Welcome 
Center, as well as expanding its 
services beyond Pittsboro’s town 
limits. 

“The Welcome Center had a 
strong focus on Pittsboro because 
it was a part of  the Main Street 
(program),” Parker-Lewis said. 
“We’re going to now be independent 
from the town ... we’ll continue to 
support Pittsboro, but even more 
strongly Chatham County tourism, 
economic development and promot-

‘THEY WANT TO CONNECT WITH THEIR COMMUNITY’

Staff photo by Bill Horner III

Paul Sacca, who mans the Welcome Center, shares information 
about local restaurants with Libby Ann Capaldi (right), who’s lived 
in Pittsboro for 45 years, and her daughter, Antoinette DiBenedetto, 
who was visiting from Raleigh.

See VINFAST, page A3

See COVID, page A6
See WELCOME, page A6

Siler City Collaborative 
Garden enriches through 

food and community
Fundraiser set for Friday; hands from all across 

community join to nurture urban garden
BY ZENDA DOUGLAS

News + Record Correspondent

SILER CITY — With the theme of  
“Every Day is Earth Day,” a celebra-
tion fundraiser for the Siler City Col-
laborative Garden has been scheduled 
for Friday, April 22.

The urban garden, located at 117 E. 
Second St. in downtown Siler City, will 
be the focal point of  the event, set for 5 
to 8 p.m. that day.

“We’re inviting everyone to a party 

to support and celebrate our communi-
ty by breaking bread in a place where 
we learn about and grow fresh food,” 
said Danielle McComas, director and 
one of  the founders of  Robin Hood’s 
Kitchen, which manages the garden 
and its activities. 

The celebration will be an “everyone 
eats” event and welcomes donations 
according to ability. Food, specialty 
drinks, kids’ activities and crafting, 

Second ‘Celebrate Recovery 
Rally’ set for April 30

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Chatham Drug Free 
and other community organizations 
will host the second-ever Celebrate 
Recovery Rally in Siler City noon to 4 
p.m. on Saturday, April 30.

The event is designed to showcase 
the accomplishments of  people who 
have recovered from substance use 
disorders and use those stories to 
inspire others to walk the path of  
recovery.

“We really felt like we needed to 
help people who were still in active ad-
diction realize there’s another path,” 
said George Gregor-Holt, the commu-
nity outreach coordinator of  Chatham 
Drug Free. “We solve that by honoring 
people who have found that other path 

and listen to their stories.”
The first Celebrate Recovery Rally 

was held in September 2019 during 
National Recovery month, but the 
COVID-19 pandemic delayed future 
rallies until now. 

This year’s event is going to be 
bigger than ever, said Renita Foxx, the 
Chatham County Courts programs 
director and one of  the Recovery 
Rally’s event organizers. The rally 
will feature several speakers who have 
recovered from substance use disorder 
and offer attendees food trucks, live 
music from local musicians, crafts for 
kids and more. 

The Celebrate Recovery Rally will 
also have many booths showcasing the 
various resources in Chatham County 

See RECOVERY, page A9See GARDEN, page A7

VinFast’s 
manufacturing 
plant in Chatham 
County will 
produce two 
premium SUV 
electric vehicles 
— along with the 
batteries to power 
them. The first of 
these should roll 
off the assembly 
line in July 2024.

Courtesy of VinFast
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to change 
based on closures related to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Verify 
with organizers prior to events.

ONGOING
• Siler City’s City Hall is cur-
rently under renovation. The 
1st and 2nd floors are closed 
to the public. The Planning 
and Community Development 
Department is located in the 
basement and can be accessed 
through the far left door facing 
E. 3rd St. Parking available at 
the 100 block of  E. 3rd St. 

ON THE AGENDA
• The public is invited to attend 
the Chatham Development 
Briefing, hosted by the Cha-
tham Chamber of Commerce, 
April 26 from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m. at the Agriculture Center 
in Pittsboro. Hear the latest in 
development news for Chatham 
County. Register at www.ccucc.
net/event-registration.
• The Pittsboro Board of 
Commissioners will meet at the 
Chatham County Agriculture 
and Conference Center at 7 p.m. 
on April 25. Members of  the 
public can watch the meeting 
on the town’s YouTube channel.

OTHER
• The Silk Hope Ruritans will 
host a Benefit Bingo on the 
first, third, and fifth Thursday 

of  each month; next sessions 
are April 21 and May 5 at the 
Silk Hope Community Center.  
• Chatham Community Library 
will present the Virtual Film 
Screening of “Poetry of Resil-
ience” on Thursday, April 21, 
and Thursday, April 28. Access 
to the virtual screening will be 
available beginning April 21 by 
visiting: http://www.wmm.com/
virtual-screening-room.poet-
ry-of-resilience-watch-page-cha-
tham-community-library - a 
password is required at the time 
of viewing. Contact social.
library@chathamlibraries.org 
to request the password or addi-
tional information.
• Chatham County Library’s 
Goldston Branch announces 
new hours: Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m.; Thursday, from 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m.  Closed on Saturdays and 
Sundays.
• Chatham County Partner-
ship for Children invites 
everyone to join us Saturday, 
April 30 for the annual Day of  
the Books event from 10 a.m 
to 1 p.m. at Bray Park. There 
will be arts, activities, and live 
performances. Each child in 
attendance will receive a FREE 
bilingual book! 
• Chatham County Recovery 
Celebration will be held Sat-
urday, April 30 from 12 noon to 
4 p.m. at the Chatham Rabbit, 
NC Arts Incubator at 223 N 
Chatham Avenue, Siler City. 
“Recovery is for Everyone: 
Every Person, Every Family, 

Every Community!   Hosted by 
Chatham Drug Free; Chatham 
County Sheriff’s Prevention 
Partnership on Controlled 
Substance; Chatham County 
Health Department; and Cha-
tham County Court Programs.  
The rally will inlude local 
tesstimonials, live local music, 
games, free food, crafts, give-
aways and raffles.
• Chatham County Parks and 
Recreation will host the Earth 
Day Celebration on Satur-
day, April 30 from 2 to 5 p.m. 
at Southwest District Park 
located at 15124 NC-902, Bear 
Creek. This will serve as the 
Grand Opening for the Kids in 
Parks TRACK Trails that has 
bee installed in the Southwest 
District Park. There will be 
a natural play area, nature 
crafts, a scavenger hunt, and 
activities from other communi-
ty rganizations. Join the fun!       
• at 919-742-2699, email recre-
ation@silercity.org, or visit the 
Town Website at www.silercity.
org.
• St. Bartholomew’s Episco-
pal Church provides a healthy 
meal at no cost to those who 
come to us hungry at noon on 
Thursdays. We provide a place 
of  hospitality and fellowship 
for everyone. All are welcome, 
regardless of  race, sex, age, 
national origin, religious pref-
erence, handicap, or income.
• The Chatham Historical Muse-
um is open Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Friday, 11 a.m. until 4 
p.m. We will be following the 
governor’s directive on occupan-

cy, masks, and social distanc-
ing. Adult and kid friendly; no 
admission fee. Our permanent 
exhibits cover all aspects of Cha-
tham’s unique history. The Mu-
seum is located in the historic 
Chatham County Courthouse in 
the Circle. More info at https://
chathamhistory.org.
• Second Bloom hours, 11 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. We are located at 
630 E. St., Pittsboro, in the Food 
Lion Shopping Center. We are 
accepting donations of  gently 
used men’s and women’s spring 
clothing and accessories. Credit 
cards are accepted. All proceeds 
provide support for survivors 
of  domestic violence and sexual 
assault and promote commu-
nity education in collaboration 
with Chatham County. 
• The Chatham Arts Coun-
cil has put together a relief  
effort specifically for artists 
and arts-workers called 
CAARE: Chatham Artist and 
Arts-Worker Relief  Effort. For 
more information on CAARE, 
or to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• JMArts hosted a JMACoron-
aConcert via Twitter featuring 
performances submitted by JM 
students and faculty. Concerts 
can be viewed on its Twitter 
account @JMArts and by using 
the hashtags #JMACoronaCon-
cert performances and #JMA-
CoronaConcert program.
• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give children a 
safe place to grow. Interested 
in becoming a Foster and/or 
Adoptive parent? Call 919-642-

6956 to learn more.
• Alcoholics Anonymous — 
North Carolina District 33, call 
the Help Line at 866-640-0180 
for the meeting schedule for 
this area.
• Motorcycle Association — 
The Motorcycle Association for 
Chatham, Western Wake, Lee, 
Orange and Alamance counties 
meets in Pittsboro and is open 
to all riders. For information, 
call 919-392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com.
• Narcotics Anonymous — For 
drug problems in the family, 
Narcotics Anonymous helps. 
Call 1-800-721-8225 for listing of  
local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting — Pittsboro 
Serenity Seekers Al-Anon 
Family Group meets at 7 p.m. 
Mondays at Chatham Commu-
nity Church, in the lower level 
of  Chatham Mill.

Scout News
• Boy Scout Troop 93 in Pitts-
boro meets 7 p.m. Wednesdays 
at the Harold Boone Scout Park 
on Hwy 64W, just past CCCC. 
Open to boys, ages 11-17. Visit 
www.bstroop93.org for more 
information.
• Pack 924 of  Siler City First 
U.M.C. meets from 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m Tuesdays for boys, grades 
1 through 5. Come join the Cub 
Scouts.
• Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays at 
Meroney’s U.M.C., following 
the school calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more informa-
tion.
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structure that attracted 
VinFast — was an exam-
ple, LaMontagne said, “of  
how we can find shared 
success through good 
working relationships.

“In addition to the gov-
erning boards,” he added, 
“staff of both local govern-
ments work well together 
to find regional solutions. 
Coordination with the 
property owners’ group 
was also important.”

The formal announce-
ment in Raleigh of the proj-
ect, which even then was 
the culmination of months 
of intensive work by doz-
ens of officials in Chatham 
and on the state level, may 
have felt to some like an 
overnight success story. In 
some ways it was: A rural 
county literally within 
walking distance of the 
Research Triangle Park, 
overshadowed by three 
nearby illustrious universi-
ties to the north, the Triad 
to the west, and a string of  
major job announcements 
and unprecedented growth 
news from its neighboring 
county immediately to 
the east (not to mention a 
massive new development 
project in the county just to 
the south) not only scores 
a project — but a multi-bil-
lion dollar project lauded 
as the largest in North 
Carolina’s history. 

But it wasn’t overnight, 
of course. The romanti-
cized notion of a “Field of  
Dreams”-type scenario 
— we built this thing, and 
look, cars magically began 
appearing — disavows the 
hard behind-the-scenes 
work required on the part 
of many hands to prepare 
the ground, literally and 
figuratively, for an an-
nouncement like VinFast’s.

Falling in love may in-
deed be a function of prox-
imity and chance, as the 
lyrics to an Eagles ballad 
suggest. But there’s also a 
bit of luck and some good 
breaks that portend the so-
lidification of any commit-
ted relationship. Mutual 
attraction is essential, too. 
Almost from the start, 
VinFast and Chatham’s 
Triangle Innovation Point 
were crushing on each oth-
er: The nascent Vietnam-
ese company needed lots of  
land, ready infrastructure, 
a huge potential workforce, 
a location making supply 
chain easy and incentives 
to make its investment 
worthwhile. 

And the TIP site, having 
been rebranded (it was for-
merly known as the Mon-
cure Megasite) to attract 
an automotive manufac-
turing facility, was primed 
and ready for a major play-
er, a development home 
run. Or — daresay it — a 
grand slam, as such proj-
ects are sometimes called 
in the development world: 

a game-changing “white 
whale” project incredibly 
rare in scale.

While projects like Vin-
Fast’s don’t come along 
often, when they do there 
are always disappointed 
suitors in a dozen or more 
states that didn’t make the 
cut. Micron, for example, 
the semiconductor chip 
manufacturer company, 
broke off its relationship 
with Chatham back in 
January. But no one here 
felt particularly jilted. 

The county and its two 
ready tracts — the 2,158.5-
acre TIP site and Siler 
City’s 1,802-acre Chatham 
Advanced Manufacturing 
site — were being heavily 
courted by other compa-
nies. It was a matter of  
time, local officials said, 
before something broke big 
and Chatham put some-
thing in its “win” column.

Still, the complexity 
and nuances of finaliz-
ing a multi-billion dollar 
agreement with an electric 
vehicle manufacturer 11 
time zones away — the first 
such win in the state’s his-
tory after years of misses 
— is a staggering feat. The 
coordination between the 
industry’s team and local 
on-the-ground people like 
Michael Smith and his staff 
at the Chatham Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion, who did much of  
the heavy lift, and state 
officials from the Economic 
Development Partnership 

of N.C. and the N.C. Dept. 
of Commerce and others in 
state and legislative offices 
in Raleigh is as exacting as 
it was exhausting. 

And every official on 
the local level agreed 
that none of  that occurs 
without the foundation 
laid years ago in Chatham 
County by visionaries 
with the foresight to envi-
sion a project like Vinfast, 
or the development of  just 
the right apparatus at the 
right time. 

“This announcement 
was a long time in the 
making,” said Walter Petty, 
a former county commis-
sioner who, a decade ago, 
was part of a team working 
with county staff and local 
business leaders and exec-
utives to create a scenario 
— and ultimately a site; 
two sites, actually — that, 
in time, would position 
Chatham to land the kind 
of economic development 
wins that would boost local 
employment and fortunes.

“It’s easy to forget that 
when we first started 
working on getting two 
megasites certified in 
Chatham there was not 
universal agreement that 
we should make the in-
vestments given the risks 
involved,” Petty recalled. 
“For me, the possibility 
of  attracting billions of  
dollars and thousands of  
jobs made the risks worth 
taking. I’m proud to have 
been involved from the 
beginning and commend 
our economic develop-
ment team for bringing 
our vision to fruition.”

Having the right people 
in the right jobs at the state 
level and a thousand other 
things — not Joe Biden’s 
“economic agenda,” as the 
president cited when the 
project was announced, to 
the chagrin of many locals 
— was just part of the for-
mula. Without all the work-
ing pieces, those involved 
say, “Project Blue” — as 
VinFast was known before 
the official announcement 
last month — could have 
been another “what if?” for 
Chatham.

This time, it wasn’t. 
LaMontagne also cited 

investors Jason Kaplan 
(Moncure Holdings), Kirk 
Bradley (Lee-Moore Capi-
tal), and Arthur Samet and 
Brian Hall (Samet), who 
acquired the land and com-
mitted it to being a certified 
industrial site, as being 
particularly instrumental. 
And the county’s partner-
ships with groups such as 
Duke Energy, Dominion 
Energy, the N.C. Dept. of  
Transportation, the N.C. 

Ports Authority, and the 
N.C. Railroad Company 
were also important to 
securing the project. 

“And without the sup-
port of  Gov. [Roy] Cooper 
and leadership of  the 
North Carolina House 
and Senate, this historic 
project would not have 
been possible,” LaMon-
tagne said. “We are grate-
ful for the collaboration 
and commitment among 
these excellent partners.”

Bradley also said “enor-
mous credit” should be 
given to Jason Kaplan and 
the Kaplan family for buy-
ing the land to support the 
vision of developer Steve 
Stroud and former N.C. 
Lt. Gov. Dennis Wicker of  
Sanford — who foresaw a 
megasite in Moncure some 
17 years ago and were early 
proponents of a vehicle 
assembly facility there.

“These things take time 
in addition to the land 
assemblage,” Bradley said. 
“There were years of work 
convincing local officials as 
well as the state Economic 
Development ecosystem 
how this could work and 
eventually be the base for 
an OEM [original equip-
ment manufacturer].”

All those efforts helped 
make Chatham County 
“built for the moment,” 
said the EDC’s Smith, when 
VinFast came calling.

Smith also pointed 
to LaMontagne and the 
county’s board of  com-
missioners for their work 
and wisdom in putting 
together a transforma-
tional grant program (for 
projects brining at least 
1,000 jobs and $1 billion 
in investment) and a key 
part of  securing VinFast.

And he and Bradley 
said that in addition to a 
low-tax, business friendly 
environment here, the 
state’s recently-enhanced 
Transformative-class Job 
Development Investment 
Grant (JDIG) program — 
like Chatham’s, it pro-
vides performance-based 
incentives — was essential 
in closing the deal: it could 
eventually provide VinFast 
with $316.1 million package 
over the next 32 years, 
depending on targets. 
(Additional infrastructure 
help and upgrades from 
the state’s Department of  
Transportation, part of an 
anticipated $450 million 
worth of site and road im-
provements and including 
additional water and sewer 
work, were also essential.) 

The Republican-con-
trolled General Assembly, 
led by President Pro Tem 
Phil Berger in the Senate 

and Speaker Tim Moore 
in the House, passed the 
Transformative JDIG 
legislation in 2016 for proj-
ects with over $1 billion in 
investment. 

“This was an essential 
building block to put the 
North Carolina economic 
development ecosystem 
in a competitive position 
with other Southeastern 
states,” Bradley said. “Pri-
or to that, we didn’t have 
the incentives to attract 
an OEM like VinFast.”

Smith also cited co-
operation from the TIP 
site’s owners — for their 
patience, among other 
things.

“The Kaplan ownership 
group believed in our 
team,” he said. “There 
were two different times in 
the past six months where 
there was a chance that a 
different group from out of  
this area would consider 
making the TIP site a large 
multi-user business park. 
We were able to keep Ka-
plan confidentially updated 
about our level of interest 
and activity from a single 
large user like Project Blue. 
We are sincerely grateful 
they held the TIP site to-
gether so we could have the 
largest announcement in 
the history of N.C. to come 
to Chatham County.”

State Rep. Robert 
Reives II, who lives in and 
represents Chatham in the 
General Assembly, specifi-
cally singled out the Smith 
and N.C. Dept. of Com-
merce leadership, partic-
ularly Secretary Machelle 
Baker Sanders, for their 
work and coordination in 
making the project happen.

“We always knew that 
our area was poised to at-
tract this level of  invest-
ment,” he said. “Folks at 
the state and local level 
have worked tirelessly to 
help make this happen, 
and I applaud everyone 
who played a role in 
bringing VinFast to Tri-
angle Innovation Point.”

For Reives, that number 
also includes Bradley, Ka-
plan, Smith and Chatham 
Park developers Tim 
Smith and Bubba Rawl.

“These are just a few 
of the forward-think-
ing people who deserve 
recognition for what they 
did to land this investment 
in Chatham,” Reives said. 
“The announcement 
builds upon a year of suc-
cess so far in North Car-
olina ... Not only are we 
bringing thousands of new 
jobs to Chatham County, 
but these are the jobs of  
tomorrow, being created 
in Chatham today.”

VinFast plant expected to produce big boost 
in local property tax revenue

BY DAVID HILL
News + Record 
Correspondent

PITTSBORO — The electric 
vehicle plant planned for the 
Triangle Innovation Point 
industrial site near Moncure is 
expected to boost property tax 
revenue for Chatham Coun-
ty each year by about 25%, 
according to economic impact 
projections.

VinFast’s manufacturing 
plant is expected to generate 
$529 million in property tax 
revenue over 20 years, Cha-
tham County Economic Devel-
opment Corporation President 
Michael Smith said during a 
briefing for Accelerate 2026 
investors at Chatham Mills last 
Tuesday in Pittsboro. 

That comes out to about 
$26 million a year. For 2022, 
Chatham County appropriat-
ed about $101 million in total 
property tax revenue.

It was Smith’s first presen-
tation to the group — formed 
in part to support the EDC’s 
marketing efforts — since 
the vehicle factory plan was 
announced March 29. The Viet-
nam-based company’s plan for 
some 7,500 jobs and $4 billion 
in investment in two phases is 
North Carolina’s first automo-
tive assembly plant and is con-
sidered the state’s largest-ever 
economic development project.

Smith noted the project’s lo-
cation in the geographic center 

of  North Carolina means it can 
affect a fifth of  the state’s pop-
ulation, which is 10.5 million as 
of  2021.

“It’s really uplifting to think 
about how many people’s lives 
we get to have a part of,” Smith 
said.

Consultant Economic Leader-
ship Inc.’s analysis of VinFast’s 
economic impact for the Cha-
tham EDC determined that even 
though a majority of workers at 
VinFast would come from other 
counties, Chatham County still 
stands to add 6,887 jobs once the 
plant is fully scaled. Across the 
region, the expected total of new 
jobs is 20,190.

In addition, over 20 years, 
the plant would create about $7 
billion in earnings from plant 
workers and ripple effects. The 
top job areas are expected to be 
221 in sales, 184 in transporta-
tion, 151 in office and adminis-
tration, and 141 in business and 
financial operations.

Smith related some of  
the story of  how the project 
came together. Last fall, his 
office learned that Vinfast 
was considering some 50 sites 
across the United States for the 
project, code-named “Project 
Blue.” In November, VinFast 
whittled down that list of  sites 
— crossing out the Chatham 
Siler-City Advanced Manu-
facturing Site in Siler City but 
keeping TIP in the running.

On Dec. 15, a half-day virtual 
meeting with the client was 

held, with about a dozen people 
on screen. Then Smith and 
his team in Chatham County 
learned Dec. 21 that company 
representatives wanted to see 
the site from a helicopter the 
following day.

A week later, on Dec. 28, 
Smith and his team received a 
31-page request for information 
that needed to be provided by 
Jan. 19. A VinFast team then 
came for a Jan. 10 meeting at 
the Raleigh Executive Jetport 
in Sanford.

And then they learned on 
the night of  the final Sunday 
in March that the TIP site had 
won out, and VinFast wanted 
to tour the site the next morn-
ing. They, along with N.C. Gov. 
Roy Cooper, then gathered in 
Raleigh that Tuesday for the 
announcement.

Smith thanked his staff and 
others with roles in landing the 
project. He also thanked the 
Moncure Fire Department for 
hosting several meetings there.

“We always made sure we 
brought extra biscuits for the 
firemen,” he said. “They were 
always kind and helpful to us.”

One key to landing the project, 
Smith added, was already hav-
ing sewer service to the site, in 
the form of a recently completed 
extension to the city of Sanford; 
having to tell prospective clients 
sewer service is merely in the 
works is less helpful. 

“We already had it built,” 
Smith said, “and that made a 

huge difference.”
Another was seaport prox-

imity. While Georgia was in 
the running thanks to the 
larger port of  Savannah, other 
attributes to the Chatham 
County site helped it beat out 
all others, Smith said.

A VinFast spokesman said 
ports are for raw materials. 

“Access to all forms of conve-
nient shipping and transporta-
tion corridors inclusive of sea 
ports, rail and air are extremely 
important for any manufactur-
ing operation in terms of moving 
raw materials to and from the 
plant in the most efficient and 
cost effective manner possible,” 
VinFast Director of Commu-
nications Jeff Holland told the 
News+Record in an email.

In response to questions, 
Smith said VinFast has planned 
for two construction phases 
over six to seven years, with 
vehicles expected to come off 
the assembly line in mid-2024. 
In addition to two models of  
electric sport-utility vehicles, 
the company plans to build 
vehicle batteries and electric 
buses at the site, he added.

One remaining issue, however, 
is how the company will sell to 
consumers. North Carolina law 
requires auto manufacturers in 
most cases to sell through fran-
chised dealerships. N.C. made an 
exception for Tesla, which sells 
directly to consumers.

Asked about it, Smith said, 
“We’re still working on that.”

Holland said VinFast is de-
veloping its U.S. retail strategy 
and will have more informa-
tion soon.

VinFast also announced 
a battery subscription plan 
intended to provide peace of  
mind regarding the crucial 
component of  its products. 
If  the batteries encounter 
problems or charging capacity 
dips below 80%, customers may 
have the batteries changed at 
no cost, Holland said.

According to a company 
press release, there will be two 
options. One plan is for low use: 
For $35 or $44 a month depend-
ing on the SUV model bought, 
a customer gets 310 miles and 
then pays 11 or 15 cents a mile 
beyond that. The other plan 
comes with unlimited mileage 
and costs $110 or $160 a month, 
depending on the model.

The battery subscription 
policy is for electric vehicles 
sold in 2022 and 2023. From 
2024 onward, only 50% of  vehi-
cles sold will be eligible for the 
battery subscription program. 
The remaining cars will be sold 
with batteries.

“By separating the price of  
the battery from the acquisi-
tion value of  the automobile, 
VinFast takes on all the risks 
related to the vehicle’s battery 
and ensures a reasonable price 
for its products, while providing 
customers with peace of  mind 
about the battery’s quality 
during use,” the release says.

NEW COMPANY’S IMPACT

VINFAST
Continued from page A1

ThankYou!

Sponsored by

We are looking for Northwood 
High School & Chatham Central 

High School Seniors to apply 
for our Karen Sbrollini 

Heilman Scholarship. Scholarship 
valued at $2000. 

If you know a senior that exemplifi es 
our Rotary Motto “Service Above 

Self,” please encourage 
them to apply. 

Leader. Critical Thinker. Actively Involved in the Community. 
Simply share our Google Form Application to add them in to 

consideration: https://forms.gle/6SjaGXCdhgLgznb27

ATTENTION HIGH 
SCHOOL SENIORS!

Applications due by April 30, 2022.



Easter celebrations have changed through time
Last Sunday was Easter Sunday 

on the calendar, a high and holy 
day for Christians 
around the world, 
celebrated many 
ways, depending 
partly on people 
and places and the 
customs of  those 
folks in those 
places.

Some marked 
the day with elab-

orate services of  pomp and cere-
mony. Others were part of  simpler 
observances. And others didn’t note 
the day at all. 

And so it is with life.
For me, Easter has changed dra-

matically through the years. I have 
a faint memory, bolstered by some 
pictures here and there, of  me as a 
(don’t laugh) cute little 4-year-old 
dressed in my cream-colored Easter 
suit complete with bow tie. In that 
picture, I’m holding my Easter bas-
ket while my dad takes in the scene 
from his seat on the living room 
couch, apparently approving of  the 
whole thing.

Some years later, after the basket 
thing and hiding Easter eggs had 
faded into childhood memories, can-
dy — especially chocolate bunnies 
— continued appearing where they 
were easily found. For years, I’d 
unwrap the cellophane and pretty 
much eat the whole thing in a bite 
or three. 

Then (and I’m not sure when) I 
discovered the joy of  biting off the 
ears and saving the mangled body 
for later. I hope this doesn’t mean 
I need mental therapy; I have it on 
good authority that numerous other 
people also did that. 

The first year I did neither was 
the last year I got a chocolate bunny. 
I think my mother saw it lying 
around, still wrapped in cellophane, 
then finally turning a pale brown 
before I moved it to my top dresser 
drawer out of  sight. I guess she 
figured I didn’t really want or appre-
ciate the gift anymore so it stopped 
appearing.

Of  course, the fact I was mar-
ried, and not living at home had 
something to do with the end of  the 
bunnies, as well, I think.

Later in life the two 40-somethings 
who used to be teenagers living at my 
house came along, we went through 
the whole routine of Easter outfits 
and bunnies and egg hunts and all 
that. We took them to Easter sunrise 
services at church, then home to 
large dinners and family gatherings, 
then to egg hunts at Grandma’s and 
finally home so I could collapse on the 
couch before going to bed.

Now that cycle of  life is being 
repeated as grandchildren delight 
in showing egg collections and the 
candy in them. And I’m wondering 
where the time went and when and 
how I got to this point.

And that’s sort of  a nutshell 
of  how my notice of  Easter has 
changed. There’s a place for the 
Easter bonnets and hunting eggs 
and such, although live bunnies 
and colored chickens aren’t great 
ideas because most folks don’t or 
won’t take care of  them after the 15 
minutes of  novelty wear off. 

What I have come to realize is 
that all those things — clothes and 
eggs and Easter dinners and all else 
— are things we use to celebrate 
the day and aren’t the things we 
celebrate themselves. All of  those 

things are material and one day 
won’t be around.

That’s a thought I try to leave 
families (and myself) at graveside 
committals. That particular word 
from the Book says, “The things 
which are seen are temporary; it is 
the things that are not seen that are 
eternal.”

And that’s what I really like about 
Easter now. I still like the clothes 
— think I may get a new hanky or 
something. And I like to watch the 
grands find eggs. And I’m especially 
fond of  the ham that graced our 
dinner table.

But I’m more appreciative of  the 
feeling that moves inside me as I 
ponder the day, those leading up to 
it and what it all means — that in 
life I’ve been given a hope (make 
that a Hope) and won’t be held back 
because of  the past.

I hope this year as you hunted or 
hid eggs or put down that last piece 
of  ham or tried to tie that new tie 
that you didn’t just major on the 
visible material things.

If that’s how your Easters have 
been up to now, try the alternative 
and see if  it doesn’t make a difference.

And don’t hide any real eggs in 
your house and depend on your 
grands to remember where they are 
...

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham 
County and retired long-time man-
aging editor of  the Chatham News/
Chatham Record, having written 
a weekly column for more than 
30 years. During most of  his time 
with the newspapers, he was also a 
bi-vocational pastor and today serves 
Bear Creek Baptist Church for the 
second time as pastor.

Our position on Russia’s war  
on Ukraine needs to be clarified

Wars are easy to start — like 
striking a match. As the fire 
spreads, it’s harder to keep 
under control and then very 
difficult to stop without a clear 
conclusion. 

That’s where Russia is now. 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin failed in what he thought 
would be an easy conquest. 
Now he has chosen to retreat, 
resupply, reorder his command 
structure, and strike again, 
this time with increased bru-
tality against innocent victims 
all over Ukraine. Inside Russia, 
he is crushing all internal 
dissent and punishing anyone 
who resists in a campaign 
similar to the nightmare rule 
of  Joseph Stalin for 30 years 
under Soviet dictatorship. No 
one should hope, short of  a 
miracle, that oligarchs will toss 
Putin from power. 

This new phase brings with 
it several important judg-
ments. 

First, it may last a long time. 

Putin has lost many soldiers 
and much equipment to com-
bat. Military units are depleted 
and arms must be resupplied. 
New troops have to be trained, 
which takes months. In the 
meantime, he will rely on 
destruction of  cities with ar-
tillery and strikes by missiles 
and aircraft to terrorize the 
Ukrainian civilian population. 
The Ukrainians will continue 
their tenacious defense and 
will hold their own as long as 
they receive the weapons they 
need. 

In Washington, the Pentagon 
already has said the war will 
not end in 2022, a euphemism 
really for saying that the U.S. 
military doesn’t at this point 
see any conclusion to the fight-
ing in sight. 

Second, President Zelensky 
has hardened his position on 
negotiations, saying he will not 
give up any Ukrainian terri-
tory to Russia. He knows that 
Putin has no plan to negotiate, 

except when Russia clearly 
appears to be a winner, and so 
his only choice is to continue 
to rouse his people to put up 
the strongest, most resilient 
defense possible. 

Third, the defense ministries 
of  the NATO powers now will 
budget for long-term supply of  
the arms Ukraine needs, and 
contractors will increase their 
output. Stockpiles have been 
drawn down deeply for key 
weapons such as the anti-tank 
and anti-aircraft weapons. The 
same will happen for the offen-
sive weapons now slated for 
Ukraine — the howitzers that 
are the backbone of  the U.S. 
Army — and possibly tanks re-
supply for the Ukrainian forces 
among other possible offensive 
weapons.

Fourth, the global food 
supply and energy pictures 
will change considerably, and 
problems with each will affect 
standards of  living around 
the world and add inflation-

ary pressures to world mar-
kets. The maldistribution of  
these resources will put great 
strain on access to the needed 
resource. This is likely to take 
some time — even years — to 
restructure properly. 

Finally, the U.S. and NATO 
see that the war is widening 
and that the Ukrainian need 
is growing. There is still a 
serious contradiction between 
saying that we will provide the 
Ukrainians with the weapons 
to prevent the Russians from 
winning and the commitment 
to defend every inch of  NATO 
territory. 

This official current political 
position would allow the Rus-
sians to conquer all Ukraine 
potentially. Yet, no one, not 
the U.S. President or any other 
NATO state leader, wants to see 
that happen. As events move, 
our position must be clarified. 
At the moment, we see heroic 
resistance standing against a 
foe that has turned to massive 

terror and destruction to win. 
For now and for some time, 
the Russians are determined 
to be seen as a winner, and the 
U.S. must ensure that does not 
happen.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: W. 
Robert Pearson was an inno-
vative diplomat, leader and 
crisis manager at the top levels 
of  the U.S. government. He was 
U.S. ambassador to Turkey and 
completed a 30-year career in 
2006 with the Department of  
State as director general of  the 
Foreign Service. He is a frequent 
writer and speaker on diplo-
macy, foreign policy, Turkey, 
NGOs and development, and 
served under six presidents 
( four Republican and two 
Democratic) and 11 secretaries 
of  state. He lives in Fearrington 
Village with his wife, Maggie, 
who also worked as a diplomat 
and served as a senior foreign 
service public diplomacy officer 
from 2000 to 2006 period.

The right 
directions

As a pastor, I often go to the hospital. Not 
that ministry is bad for my health! I vis-

it church members and 
their loved ones to offer 
my support. As most of  my 
parishioners live in northern 
Chatham County, I frequent 
the UNC hospital near cam-
pus. You might think I would 
know my way around.

But the irregular floors 
and twisting hallways of  
this vast hospital system are 
labyrinthine. There’s even an 
iPhone app for navigating to a 
patient’s room.

I prefer a human connection, specifically at 
the information desk in the main lobby. Every 
employee I’ve met has been helpful and unfail-
ingly kind. Over the years, I’ve come to know a 
few personally.

Last week, there was an unfamiliar gentle-
man behind the desk. He gave me pinpoint 
directions with a warm smile. It turned out 
that the patient’s room was down the hall from 
the chapel, so after I’d made my visit, I slipped 
inside to pray.

This was during Holy Week. Easter lilies had 
been arranged on the altar before a kneeling 
bench like you would find in a church. Hung on 
the back wall was a 3D woodcut of  a tree — a 
sacred symbol in Judeo-Christianity as well as 
many Eastern religious and indigenous tradi-
tions. In the corner of  the chapel, a compass 
had been painted on the floor with the word 
“Qibla” substituted for “East.” This is Arabic 
for “direction” and points toward Mecca, the 
direction that Muslims face to pray five times 
a day.

But what held my attention the longest was 
the labyrinth painted on the floor. This kind 
of  walking path does wind back and forth. But 
a labyrinth is not a maze, not a riddle. Unlike 
the confusing hallways of  the hospital, there 
is a single clear direction to the center, then 
back out again. Labyrinths have been used for 
centuries in different ways. Some believers 
walk the labyrinth while praying for loved 
ones and the world. Others walk as a personal 
spiritual practice, a way of  journeying to the 
holiness inside of  them. You might simply 
try to clear your mind and relax. There’s no 
wrong way.

As I walked, I prayed for the health and heal-
ing of  the people I had visited in the hospital as 
well as other colleagues and friends who were 
sick, hurting or grieving. It was a peaceful time 
of  prayer. Also, a little lonely. The hospital’s 
chapel was designed for people of  different 
faiths to pray or meditate alone. I needed a 
human connection. I knew where to walk to 
find it.

The same gentleman was still at the infor-
mation desk. He smiled expectantly as I ap-
proached, assuming I needed more directions. 
I said I just wanted to thank him. Perhaps 
sensing my real need, he gently inquired about 
the patient I’d visited and discovered I was a 
pastor. He shared that he was a lay leader at a 
local church, specifically involved in visiting 
the sick. 

“It’s all about showing up,” he said, smiling. 
“A kind word can be good for what ails you.”

“Amen,” I replied, and after thanking him 
again, I left the hospital that day feeling like I 
had the right directions. I also knew how to find 
my parked car.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of  Chap-
el in the Pines Presbyterian Church. His new-
ly-published book is a collection of  his columns 
for the Chatham News + Record titled “Hope 
Matters: Churchless Sermons.”

VIEWPOINTS

What’s on your mind?
The Chatham News + Record welcomes letters from its readers on topics of local and public interest, as well as thoughtful and informative 
guest columns.
At our discretion, we may edit letters for clarity. We reserve the right to refuse letters and other submissions that promote a commercial 
product, contain either libelous material, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar language. Consumer complaints and letters containing 
unverifiable factual claims are ineligible for publication.
Each letter must contain the writer’s full name, address and daytime telephone number for verification. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length. Letter-writers are limited to two published letters per month. Letters selected for publication may be edited and all letters 
become property of the Chatham News + Record.
To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + Record at P.O. Box 290, Siler City, N.C. 27344; or email to bhorner3@chathamnr.com; or drop by our 
office at 303 West Raleigh Street in Siler City.
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North Carolina is bouncing back
Most states have still failed 

to recover the jobs lost during 
the depths of  
the COVID 
crisis in 
2020. North 
Carolina is 
not, however, 
one of  those 
states. 

From Feb-
ruary 2020 
to February 
2022, we 
experienced 

an employment increase of  
1.5%, representing a net gain 
67,600 jobs. That ranks us 6th 
in job growth since the onset 
of  COVID. Only 10 other states 
are in positive territory over 
the past two years: Utah (5.1%), 
Idaho (5.1%), Montana (3.1%), 
Texas (1.7%), Florida (1.7%), 
Arizona (1.3%), Georgia (1.2%), 
Tennessee (1.2%), Arkansas 
(0.9%), and Colorado (0.3%).

If we measure the recovery 
not by employment but by 
overall output, our state still 
fares well. According to the U.S. 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, 

North Carolina’s real GDP has 
grown by an annualized average 
of 1.7% since the start of 2020, 
faster than the Southeast (1.1%) 
and the nation as a whole (0.8%).

There’s no question our state 
suffered mightily during the 
COVID crisis. Hundreds of  
thousands of  people lost jobs 
or incomes. Millions suffered 
unprecedented restrictions 
on their personal liberty. And 
more than 23,000 of  our fellow 
North Carolinians lost their 
lives.

Whatever you think of  the 
public health benefits of  the 
stringent executive orders Gov. 
Roy Cooper imposed during the 
first few months of  the COVID 
crisis, they certainly had a sub-
stantial dampening effect on 
the state’s economy. I assume 
the governor would grant the 
existence of  such a downside, 
arguing that achieving North 
Carolina’s lower-than-average 
death rates was worth the cost. 
Others might question wheth-
er the state’s mandates were 
really the main cause of  those 
lower death rates.

As an economic matter, 
though, North Carolina clearly 
bounced back more strongly 
from the COVID recession than 
most states did. 

Why? I’ll offer three possible 
(and not mutually exclusive) 
explanations.

First, our state and local gov-
ernments were comparatively 
well prepared. During much 
of the past decade, lawmakers 
had prudently increased state 
savings while making North 
Carolina a more attractive place 
to work, invest, and create jobs 
by reforming our tax code, reg-
ulatory process, and infrastruc-
ture programs. These policy 
decisions served as the equiv-
alent of  a giant neon sign with 
the words “Do Business Here!” 
and a giant arrow pointing to 
North Carolina.

So even as some industries 
were swooning — and some 
businesses such as downtown 
restaurants were closing 
their doors for good — other 
industries were in a position 
to expand once the worst of  
the crisis was over. They were 

already in place in North 
Carolina, or looking closely at 
the state for their next major 
investments.

A second explanation might 
be that our economy’s expo-
sure to a pandemic-induced 
downturn was somewhat 
lower than those of  our peers 
because of  differences in 
structure. A smaller share of  
our population lives in urban 
centers, for example. And tour-
ism, while an important part of  
North Carolina’s service sec-
tor, doesn’t make up as large a 
share of  GDP as it does in, say, 
our neighbor South Carolina.

Finally, our state has what 
many households and busi-
nesses are looking for in 
COVID’s aftermath. Remote 
work has finally come into its 
own, freeing up some workers 
to choose homes and commu-
nities based on quality of  life 
rather than proximity to down-
town employment districts. 
While cross-state relocations 
don’t yet constitute a flood by 
historical standards, North 
Carolina is one of  the most 

popular destinations for those 
looking to reinvent themselves 
— and their businesses — in a 
more congenial clime.

To say North Carolina is 
bouncing back is not to say 
everyone is coming along for 
the bouncy ride. Too many dis-
placed workers remain on the 
sidelines of  the labor market. 
Beyond a couple dozen urban 
and suburban counties, many 
other parts of  the state con-
tinue to face major economic 
development challenges. Fur-
thermore, increased reliance 
on remote work brings costs as 
well as benefits. Some restau-
rants and service businesses 
catering to office workers may 
turn out to be unsustainable in 
their current form.

Nevertheless, things could be 
worse. In most the country, in 
fact, they are.

John Hood is a John Locke 
Foundation board member and 
author of  the novel “Mountain 
Folk,” a historical fantasy set 
during the American Revolu-
tion (MountainFolkBook.com).

Crawdads again
A book is going to put North Carolina in the news.
Again.

The book, “Where the Crawdads 
Sing,” is set in North Carolina.

And so is the upcoming movie 
based on the book.

There is a little problem here. 
But don’t worry. I will explain at 
the end.

The “Crawdads” book by Delia 
Owens came out in 2018 and 
dominated the book market. For in-
stance, it was Amazon’s top selling 

novel for 2019.
During 2019 and 2020, it led The New York Times 

Fiction Best Sellers list and topped that list 32 times. 
As of  early this year “Crawdads” had made the list 
150 times.

If  you have not read the book or do not re-
member the plot, Sony Pictures summarizes it as 
follows: The book and movie tell “the story of  Kya, 
an abandoned girl who raised herself  to adulthood 
in the dangerous marshlands of  North Carolina. 
For years, rumors of  the ‘Marsh Girl’ haunted 
Barkley Cove, isolating the sharp and resilient 
Kya from her community. Drawn to two young 
men from town, Kya opens herself  to a new and 
startling world; but when one of  them is found 
dead, she is immediately cast by the community as 
the main suspect. As the case unfolds, the verdict 
as to what actually happened becomes increasing-
ly unclear, threatening to reveal the many secrets 
that lay within the marsh.”

Actress Reese Witherspoon has been a “Craw-
dads” promoter from the beginning, featuring the 
novel as a pick of  her book club and producing the 
film though her company, Hello Sunshine.

Another supporter is singer Taylor Swift, who has 
written a theme song for the movie. She praises the 
book as one, “I got absolutely lost in when I read it 
years ago.”

When Swift heard about the movie, she knew she 
“wanted to be a part of  it from the musical side. I 
wrote the song ‘Carolina’ …I wanted to create some-
thing haunting and ethereal to match this mesmeriz-
ing story.”

Here is a portion of  her lyrics:
Ooh, ooh
You didn’t see me here (You didn’t see me)
They never did see me here
There are places I will never go to
Things that only Carolina will ever know ...
The film is scheduled for release on July 15.
Movies based on books usually promote book 

sales. It is already happening for “Crawdads,” which 
was back to number one on The New York Times 
bestseller list earlier this month.

Books that feature a state or region can be good 
for that locality. The film of  Charles Frazier’s “Cold 
Mountain” gave positive attention to North Caroli-
na’s mountains although it was filmed in the moun-
tains of  Romania.

So, will the “Crawdads” film be good for North 
Carolina?

If  the film is as good as the book, it should be good 
for our state.

Now, what about the problem I mentioned earli-
er? Some readers of  “Crawdads” noticed that some 
geographic scenes in the book did not fit the actual 
landscapes of  North Carolina.

The book’s marshlands and waterfronts might 
better describe landscapes further south, in Georgia 
perhaps, where author Delia Owens grew up.

When Owens appeared on North Carolina Book-
watch, I asked her if  the film would be shot in North 
Carolina. She said probably not, because windy 
weather on the Outer Banks would make filmmak-
ing difficult.

The film’s producers made another choice and 
shot the movie in Louisiana. A good choice perhaps. 
It has the marshes and green cover that the story 
needs.

But it would have been more fun for us if  they had 
brought their movie cameras and actors to our state.

D.G. Martin hosted “North Carolina Bookwatch,” for 
more than 20 years.

To view prior programs: https://video.pbsnc.org/
show/nc-bookwatch/episodes/

Keep climate change in 
mind when you vote

TO THE EDITOR:
Monday’s drenching rain is no 

traditional April spring shower. 
I wonder how our plants and 
wildlife deal with quick extreme 
weather challenges? 

Many of  us don’t directly feel 
the impact while sheltered in our 
air-conditioned spaces. In heavy 
prolonged rain, my honeybees can-
not forage to feed their burgeoning 
spring brood. Washed-away flower 
nectar and pollen take time to 
replenish. 

With Earth’s rapidly warming 
climate due to our ever-increasing 
fossil-fueled energy appetite, we 
face a serious biodiversity crisis, 
often referred to as the 6th extinc-
tion. Unlike past geological mass 
extinctions, this one is due to our 
single species’ reliance on coal, oil, 
and natural gas fossil fuel energy 
sources (since the 1750’s Industrial 
Revolution) emitting carbon diox-

ide persisting in the atmosphere 
from 300 to 1,000 years causing 
progressive global warming. 

The current rapid species loss 
is estimated by experts between 
1,000 and 10,000 times higher than 
the natural background extinc-
tion rate that would occur if  we 
humans were not around. How 
do we solve this rapid degree of  
biodiversity loss? One important 
way is to vote for candidates con-
cerned about climate change and 
for carbon pricing policies in our 
upcoming N.C. primaries on May 
17 and elections on November 8. 

Minta Phillips
Julian

On making America  
great again

TO THE EDITOR:
If we are to make America great 

again, would that mean we should fo-
cus all our support on helping Amer-
ican companies to get established 
and/or survive — instead of giving 

our support to selling out America 
one foreign company at a time?

Carol Gene Good 
Conover

The hypocrisy of 
conservatism

TO THE EDITOR:
In his viewpoint on freedom 

[“Conservatives see freedom 
as progress,” News + Record, 
April 7-13], John Hood staunchly 
supports the conservative right’s 
“preference for individual free-
dom and voluntary solutions.” He 
states, “the strongest impulse” of  
some conservatives is for govern-
ment to “butt out of  our private 
affairs and decisions.”

But why is it that women are 
now losing their say about their 
reproductive rights? What is more 
private than that!? How convenient 
to ignore that ultimate hypocrisy 
of  conservatism.

Nancy Reynolds
Briar Chapel
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D.G. MARTIN
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The heartbreak of saying goodbye  
Fishing, farming and forestry 

have historic foundations in our 
state. We also 
have a history of  
migration, mov-
ing from eastern-
most to increas-
ingly westward 
locations.  

Small towns 
sprang up as 
people needed to 
bring their har-
vests and prod-

ucts to markets. The main method 
of  transportation was by muddy 
or dusty dirt roads or rivers. It was 
only natural that governments 
were incorporated to provide 
services to both the town and often 
for the county. There one could 
find the courts, official records, 
banking and commerce conducted. 
Churches were built for worship 
and community gatherings. Public 
services could include law en-
forcement, fire protection, street 
maintenance, parks, and public 
utilities, paid by levying taxes on 
residents.

Folks who lived in small towns 
loved the pace, the sense of  com-
munity and friendliness of  neigh-
bors. In the 1940s or ‘50s, one could 
walk or ride a bicycle all around 
town, go to the dime store, take in 
a movie, visit the drug store and 
sit at the lunch counter to order a 
sandwich or an orangeade, milk 
shake, or fountain drink. 

But migration began taking its 
toll. People moved to ever-larger 
towns and cities to get jobs in the 
mill, factory or larger businesses. 
Once bustling main streets began 
displaying empty storefronts. 
Government services were neces-
sarily scaled back due to reduced 
revenues. And, despite concerted 
efforts for urban revitalization and 
economic development, the die 
was cast for many once-wonderful 
small towns. “The good old days” 
were vanishing.

Today there are roughly 1,000 
local governments in North Car-
olina. Some are struggling to pay 
employees and provide services to 

residents. In some cases, misman-
agement and fraud depleted town 
treasuries, but in most instances 
the diminishing tax bases and de-
creasing tax revenues create short- 
and long-term financial problems. 
Local governments often have few 
options, and most of  them are not 
good. 

The state doesn’t want to be in 
the business of  managing local 
governmental units, but neither 
can it allow these local entities 
to default on their obligations. 
Fortunately, North Carolina has 
a mechanism to deal with these 
problems. 

Back in the roaring ‘20s, times 
were exceptionally good, money 
was cheap and towns, big and 
small, spent large sums of  money 
on buildings, public utilities and 
other infrastructure. Then came 
the Great Depression, and the 
boom quickly became bust. Many 
of  these municipal governments 
found themselves unable to pay 
their debts. This wasn’t just a local 
problem. It also affected the state, 
since all cities, towns and counties 
are creations of  and responsible 
directly to the state. Inevitably, 
the state’s credit worthiness was 
questioned. 

North Carolina created the Local 
Government Commission (LGC), 
housed in the State Treasurer’s of-
fice. It is responsible for receiving 
audited financial statements from 
every governmental entity within 
our borders and the authority 
to step in if  a governmental unit 
isn’t managing affairs responsibly. 
Before any local entity can borrow 
money, it must get approval, and 
the LGC oversees the borrowing. 
After many years of  prudent LGC 
oversight, our state earned the 
coveted Triple-A credit rating from 
all rating agencies, meaning we 
can borrow money at the cheapest 
government rates. Debt is backed 
by the full faith and credit of  our 
state.

Back to the present. Many 
small local governments are now 
struggling to pay their bills, and 
the LGC has stepped in help them 

manage finances or, as a last 
resort, take control from local offi-
cials and assume management un-
til a permanent solution is found. 
Currently, the treasurer and LGC 
have seven small towns in which 
they are managing finances, 
including Spring Lake, Roberson-
ville, Pikeville, Cliffside Sanitary 
District, Eureka, Kingstown and 
East Laurinburg. In some towns, 
the entire budget is as small as 
$75,000, but others are as high as 
$13 million. One has a population 
of  12,000, others little more than a 
handful.

LGC takeover is, at best, a ban-
dage on a more serious wound. 
Many small towns need to face 
the reality they can no longer 
function as before and either need 
to find a nearby community or 
county as a merger partner, look 
for a private enterprise to take 
over providing services, or just 
turn in their charters and cease to 
exist. It’s painful, but an increas-
ing reality. 

This will be heresy to many, 
but while discussing the fate of  
small governmental units, per-
haps we should consider some of  
our smaller counties, often strug-
gling due to declining population 
and tax revenues. Once the coun-
ty seat was essential and could be 
no more than a day’s horseback 
ride away, but modern trans-
portation and communications 
no longer make the location of  
county seats so essential. Wheth-
er some of  them want to admit 
it or not, the handwriting is on 
the wall. Let’s not let community 
pride, tradition or the romantic 
memories of  a day gone prevent 
doing what is best for the people 
and our state. 

Sometimes it’s heartbreaking 
but best to just say goodbye.

Tom Campbell is a former assistant 
N.C. State Treasurer and was the 
creator/host of  N.C. SPIN, a weekly 
statewide television discussion of  
N.C. issues that aired on UNC-TV 
until 2020. Contact him at tom-
camp@carolinabroadcasting.com.

TOM 
CAMPBELL
N.C. Spin
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But with the BA.2 
variant now making up 
the majority of  new N.C. 
cases, Zelek anticipates 
another jump.

“We will likely con-
tinue to see increases in 
metrics,” he said, “and we 
encourage folks to keep 
an eye on the CDC tracker 
to inform decisions.”

That tracker (CDC’s 
COVID-19 Community 
Level Tracker, found at 
https://covid.cdc.gov/
covid-data-tracker/) 
continues to include 
case rates, he said, but 
also factors in hospital 
metrics as well — namely 
COVID-19 admissions and 
percent of  beds in use by 
patients with confirmed 
COVID-19.

“The nice thing about 
this tracker is that it 
gives a COVID-19 commu-
nity level for each county 
based on these metrics, 
along with recommenda-
tions based on that level,” 
he said.

The current recom-
mendation for counties, 
like Chatham, at the 
“low” level: “Stay up 
to date with COVID-19 
vaccines. Get tested if  
you have symptoms. 
Wear a mask if  you have 
symptoms, a positive test, 
or exposure to someone 
with COVID-19. Wear a 
mask on public transpor-
tation. You may choose to 
wear a mask at any time 
as an additional precau-
tion to protect yourself  
and others.” 

The CDC has changed 
its threshold for “high” 
levels of  COVID-19 to 200 
cases per 100,000 instead 
of  100. That, Zelek said, 
along with more of  a 
focus on hospitalizations, 
represents a shift in 
approach — a shift from 
preventing infections 
to preventing serious 
illness and protecting 
the strained health care 
system.

Zelek points to a few 
factors for that change:

• widespread access to 
safe and effective vaccines, 
including boosters. “Ev-
eryone ages 5 and older is 
eligible,” he said. “That is 
why the recommendation 
above starts with vaccines; 
they continue to be our 

best tool. Even if you get 
infected after being vacci-
nated, the risk of severe 
illness is lower.”

• the fact that a signifi-
cant segment of  the pop-
ulation was infected with 
Omicron, which provides 
additional protection. 
“Omicron also caused, on 
average, less severe ill-
ness than prior variants, 
which emphasized the 
importance of  looking 
to hospital metrics along 
with case data,” Zelek 
said. “The BA.2 omicron 
subvariant appears to 
look like Omicron in 
terms of  severity.”

• the reality that 
COVID-19 will likely 
remain with us long-term, 
which creates a need to 
approach it in a sustain-
able way. “Focusing on 
preventing severe illness 
and death is the key to 
this,” he said. “If  a future 
variant causes more se-
vere illness, we will need 
to adapt, so we will also be 
looking at what is happen-
ing around the world to 
stay prepared and share 
timely guidance.”

As he tracks metrics, 
Zelek says he’s keeping an 
eye on three other mea-
sures: wastewater surveil-
lance, positivity rates and 
vaccination rates. 

“Considering the rise 
in at-home rapid test use, 
which affects the number 
of  cases that are reported 
and therefore case rates, 
wastewater surveillance 
and positivity rates are 
especially informative,” 
he said.

Chatham doesn’t have 
any wastewater surveil-
lance sites, but there are 
sites in nearby counties 
that can be found on the 
state’s COVID dashboard 
at https://covid19.ncdh-
hs.gov/dashboard. 

As the surge shows it-
self  in parts of  the coun-
try, experts continue to 
say states with low rates 
of  vaccination will likely 
face more infections and 
severe cases winding up 
in the hospital.

Chatham’s vaccination 
numbers remain mostly 
unchanged this year — 
63% (N.C. is at 84%) are 
partially vaccinated and 
59% fully (N.C. is at 64%). 
At least one in four res-
idents has been infected 
and 109 residents have 
died.

What’s the latest on masks 
and booster shots? 

ON MASKING
A Florida federal judge on 

Monday voided the national 
mask mandate covering pub-
lic transportation — including 
airlines, trains, buses, subway 
and ride-sharing vehicles — that 
was set to expire that same day 
but had been recently extended 
by the CDC until May 3. The 
Transportation Security Admin-
istration followed up by saying it 
would stop enforcing the mandate. 
But even so, Chatham County 
Public Health Director Mike 
Zelek emphasized that a lack of  a 
mandate doesn’t mean there’s no 
recommendation against wearing 
a mask.

Masks still reduce your chances 
of  getting and giving COVID-19 — 
and other respiratory bugs — and 
there continue to be situations 
where masks are required, he 
said.

“First, if  you are recovering 
from COVID-19 (tested positive 
within the past 10 days), stay away 
from others for at least the first 
five days and wear a mask until 
at least day 10,” he said. “If  you 
have recently been exposed to 
COVID-19 or have any symptoms, 
wear a mask. Many will continue 
to wear masks in crowded indoor 
settings, especially those who are 
at higher risk of  severe illness. 
This becomes more important if  
metrics rise but is not a bad idea 
even now.”

Chatham County libraries con-
tinue to have N-95s for free at each 
of  their locations. Each household 
can stop by and get a box of  20 
as long as supplies last. Zelek’s 
department has given out nearly 
200,000 N-95s so far.

ON BOOSTER SHOTS
Americans over age 60 should 

get a second booster shot of  a 
coronavirus vaccine, Dr. Ashish 
K. Jha, the new White House 
Covid-19 response coordina-
tor, said Sunday on Fox News 
Sunday. He cited data from 
Israel that a fourth shot signifi-
cantly reduced infections and 
deaths among older people there, 
according to a New York Times 
report.

On March 29, the Food and 
Drug Administration autho-
rized second booster shots of  the 
Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna 

coronavirus vaccines for everyone 
50 and older.

“Studies continually show 
that booster doses of  mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccines provide 
boosted protection, pun in-
tended, against severe illness, 
hospitalization and death from 
COVID-19,” said Zach Horner, 
the health department’s public 
information specialist.

He quoted a CDC report show-
ing that those who received a 
third dose of  a Pfizer or Moderna 
vaccine “were much more protect-
ed against hospitalization” than 
those with just two doses.

“Thankfully, booster doses are 
available across Chatham County, 
meaning that getting that extra 
boost of  protection is as simple as 
picking up groceries or stopping 
for a coffee,” he said. “It’s also just 
as productive, if  not more so.”

Those eligible for a second 
booster dose include people 50 
years of  age and older and those 
who are moderately or severely 
immunocompromised. Horner 
said the CDC recommended this 
additional dose because of  the 
increased risk of  severe disease in 
these populations.

COVID-19 booster shots are 
available anywhere you can get a 
vaccine. 

ON TESTING
In Chatham County, Optum 

continues to offer free COVID-19 
testing in Pittsboro (Old Ag 
Building, now upstairs) and Siler 
City (Medical Office Building 
behind Chatham Hospital). For all 
options, visit www.chathamcoun-
tync.gov/coronavirustesting. 

“While COVID-19 testing 
options are fairly widespread, 
we recognize that folks may not 
always have the flexibility to get 
them at a drive-up testing site 
or doctor’s office,” Horner said. 
“We are now offering at-home 
COVID-19 tests free of  charge at 
each of  our offices in Pittsboro 
(80 East St.) and Siler City (1000 S. 
10th Ave). All Chatham residents 
can come to the lobbies of  our of-
fices during our operational hours 
(8-5, Monday to Friday) and pick 
up one box of  at-home tests per 
household. There are instructions 
on how to use the tests as well 
as information on the expiration 
dates of  the tests.”

Like Zelek, Horner emphasized 
that just because COVID-19 trends 
have decreased in Chatham Coun-
ty and beyond doesn’t mean the 
virus is gone.

“We want to make sure every-
one is equipped, and these tests 
are part of  the equation,” he 
said. “If  you do test positive for 
COVID-19, there are treatment 
options available that are reliable, 
safe and authorized. Get that 
treatment as soon as possible once 
prescribed by a medical profes-
sional.”

For information about COVID 
treatments in N.C., go to https://
covid19.ncdhhs.gov/treatment.

ON THE NEW 15-SECOND 
BREATH TEST

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration issued an Emergency Use 
Authorization for the InspectIR 
COVID-19 Breathalyzer test last 
Thursday. The test is designed, 
according to the CDC, to look for 
five compounds associated with 
COVID-19 infection in the breath 
of  an individual 18 years of  age 
and older, whether or not they 
display symptoms. According to 
Horner, the CDC says a positive 
result from this test “should 
be treated as presumptive and 
confirmed” by other means, like 
a PCR test. As of  now, these tests 
can only be administered by “a 
qualified, trained operator under 
the supervision of  a health care 
provider licensed or authorized by 
state law to prescribe tests” in a 
testing environment. 

“In short, these tests pro-
vide another tool in determin-
ing whether someone has a 
COVID-19 infection but should 
not be taken as gospel,” Horner 
said. “CDC and FDA documenta-
tion emphasize that these breath-
alyzer tests should not be used as 
the sole diagnostic tool, the only 
thing that can say whether or 
not someone has COVID-19. It is 
best practice, according to these 
agencies, to perform a follow-up 
test, preferably a PCR test, in 
either occasion to verify results. 
And other tests, like at-home 
rapid tests, will likely continue to 
be more commonly used for the 
foreseeable future.”

- Bill Horner III

ing community activities.”
MSPBO has arranged a team 

to help keep the center open for 
visitors as it continues to have 
talks with the town regarding 
the transition to an in-house 
downtown advisory board. 

One crucial Welcome Center 
staff member is Paul Sacca, 
who mans the center during 
operating hours Wednesdays 
through Saturdays and helps 
provide information about 
Pittsboro and the county to 
visitors — as well as new 
Chatham residents who are 
looking to learn more about 
their community. 

One of  the main goals of  
the Welcome Center is to help 
provide support to businesses 
around the town, county and 
region, according to Sacca. 

“I have a list as an example 
of  all of  the restaurants, all of  
the shops, bed and breakfasts, 
all kinds of  things about the 
town,” he said. 

The Welcome Center serves 
thousands of  visitors and 
residents, according to Sacca. 
More than 3,000 people have 
walked through the Welcome 
Center in the last year, coming 
from 45 different states and 13 
countries. With visitors from 
around the globe stepping foot 
into the Welcome Center, Sacca 
said there is a clear need for 
the facility. The feedback he 
has received has proven it. 

“The feedback I get is amaz-
ing,” Sacca said. “The feedback 
I get is, ‘Thank you. I feel 
welcomed, and this has been 
enormously helpful for me.’”

Sacca isn’t alone in notic-
ing a positive response to the 
Welcome Center. Parker-Lewis 
said the main reason MSPBO 
wants to keep the center open 
is the continued increase in 
the area’s population — which, 
with the growth of  Chatham 
Park and the addition of  car-

maker VinFast (and its 7,500 
new jobs) will only accelerate.

“We’ve served thousands of  
people, and a lot of  them are 
people that are relocating,” 
Parker-Lewis said. “They want 
to connect with their com-
munity; they want to become 
a part of  this place that they 
have moved to.”

The Welcome Center in 
downtown Pittsboro has pro-
vided a place where visitors 
and new residents can “see 
what the vibrant community 
has to offer,” she said, but they 
are not the only ones who ben-
efit. Long-time residents are 

also pleased with the center 
and its mission.

“There are people downtown 
that appreciate that we’ve 
taken this ugly building in the 
center of  town, renovated it 
and made it into something 
that’s welcoming to everyone,” 
she said.

MSPBO plans to host fund-
raising events to help keep the 
Welcome Center’s doors open.  
The COVID-19 pandemic put 
prior attempts over the last 
two years on hold, but “Lo-
cal on Lorax” — a new event 
from 5 to 8 p.m. on May 1 at 
The Plant in Pittsboro — will 

kick off new efforts to fund the 
operation. 

“Everything there will go to 
the running of  the Welcome 
Center,” Parker-Lewis said. 
“That way as soon as our 
agreement ends on June 30, 
we’ve got funds to continue.”

As MSPBO continues with 
its rebrand, Parker-Lewis said 
she wants to connect with 
businesses and new residents 
across the county, fulfilling 
what she believes to be the 
Welcome Center’s mission. 

“Now that we can be 
(focused) county-wide,” she 
said, “we feel like we can 

really partner and collaborate 
with other businesses in the 
county, nonprofits … espe-
cially tourism businesses to 
work together to raise funds 
and promote what a wonderful 
place we have.”

The Welcome Center is 
located at 37 Hillsboro St. in 
downtown Pittsboro and is 
open on Wednesday through 
Friday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be 
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com.

Staff photo by Bill Horner III

The Welcome Center in Pittsboro is located downtown, 
adjacent to the traffic circle and historic courthouse.

Staff photo by Bill Horner III

Paul Sacca (background), who mans the Welcome Center, 
tracks every visitor who comes into the center. So far, 
visitors from more than 40 states have dropped by.

WELCOME
Continued from page A1

COVID GUIDANCECOVID
Continued from page A1
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plant giveaways, art 
demos and educational 
opportunities for youth 
and families will be 
available for attendees to 
enjoy. The Original Haw 
River Crawdaddies will 
provide the music. The 
town of  Siler City has 
given permission to block 
off the street to accom-
modate pedestrian traffic. 
CORA Food Pantry will 
offer bags of  food for 

anyone in need. 
“The celebration will 

allow the public to see the 
rejuvenation and beau-
tification of  the garden 
space as a fun, friendly 
place for individuals and 
families,” said Tych Cow-
din, executive director of  
Communities In Schools 
of  Chatham County. “Vis-
itors will see the start 
of  the spring gardening 
season and can take away 
a seed-starter. A few 
things are growing in the 
garden now.”

Communities In 

Schools is both a main 
collaborator and a benefi-
ciary of  the garden. 

“Some of  the plants are 
already in for a native 
garden,” said McComas, 
“and we’ll have a beehive 
so visitors can learn 
about bees and how they 
work with plants.” 

Pittsboro’s Dutch Buf-
falo Farm has donated all 
of  the native plants, as 
well as expertise.

“The bluebird couple 
that has moved into the 
beautiful birdhouse that 
has been installed in 

the garden is the talk of  
downtown,” McComas 
said. 

Local carpenter 
Stephan Meyers built the 
birdhouse.

The Siler City Collab-
orative Garden, approx-
imately 4,300 square feet 
in size, is designed to 
develop a microcosm of  
restorative agriculture — 
a sustainable urban eco-
system. McComas said 
its goal is to help educate 
people, calling a garden 
a place for them “to grow 
and learn.”

“We want it to be an 
education center where 
people can learn about 
sustainability, (learn) 
how to grow their own 
food and spend time out-
doors,” said Cowdin. 

Robin Hood’s Kitchen 
manages the classes as 
well as the volunteers 
that come through, ac-
cording to McComas.

“We’re working with a 
group of  kids, ages 14-18, 
from El Vínculo Hispano 
who come to volunteer 
in the garden,” she said. 
“We do a class for them 
about gardening and 

have guest speakers. We 
try to make it something 
foundational so people 
can use gardening as a 
tool to collaborate with 
people and learn how 
it all works and to find 
something they can do 
recreationally to relax, as 
well.”

Food grown there 
will help to relieve food 
insecurity in Chatham 
County as agencies orga-
nized around that need 
distribute it among the 
community. Several oth-
er organizations working 
to end food insecurity in 
the area collaborate in 
developing the garden, 
including the Siler City 
Community Meal and 
some local churches. 
Some of  the vegetable 
produce will be used in 
classes conducted. Local 
merchants Richard and 
Sue Szary, owners of  
Twin Birch & Teasel in 
Siler City, own the land 
upon which the garden is 
situated.

McComas and the 
garden’s program direc-
tor, Amanda Jones of  
Robin Hood’s Kitchen, 

coordinate the volun-
teer groups, projects 
and programs for the 
garden.

Volunteers come to the 
garden from all across 
Chatham County and 
numerous people and 
nonprofit organizations 
have given time, funds 
and in-kind donations. 
Other sponsors and col-
laborators include Dutch 
Buffalo Farm; In Good 
Heart Farm; Granite 
Springs Farm; Heart-
song Farm; Country 
Farm and Home; Brooks 
Contractor; Southwind 
Retreat Center/Polestar 
Pilates; Relicks; Lowes; 
True Value; Chatham 
Marketplace; Tasting 
Queens Market; Tri-
bucha Kombucha; and 
Twin Birch & Teasel. 
Nonprofits engaged with 
the goals and develop-
ments of  the Siler City 
Collaborative Garden 
also include El Vínculo 
Hispano; Inter-faith 
Food Shuttle; Chatham 
Resource Hub; B Good; 
Charlie Mike Founda-
tion; NC Arts Incubator; 
and The Alliance NC.

Pittsboro Farmers Market

History of the garden
BY ZENDA DOUGLAS

News + Record 
Correspondent

In 2013, the former director 
of  Chatham’s Communities 
In Schools, Kim Caraganis, 
thought it would be a great 
idea to start a garden as a 
youth site and educational 
center for gardening, bees and 
nutrition.

The perfect spot was just 
around the corner from the 
CIS office near 117 E. Second 
St. Gwen Overturf, who had 
been a CIS employee since 
2006, was put in charge of  the 
garden as its director. Over-
turf  wore a number of  hats 
at the organization, including 
running the community ser-
vice and teen court programs. 
She was also a passionate 
gardener. 

“Miguel Olvera, my assis-
tant in the community service 
and teen court programs, gets 
a lot of  credit,” said Overturf. 
“We developed the garden 
together; he built the green-
house, the shed and did much 
of  the heavy work. We had 
a 280-gallon cistern donated 
by N.C. State; that was a big 
deal. You can water the garden 
without using city water — a 
great model for taking water 
that’s being wasted and using 
it.” 

CIS used the garden as a 
work site for the youngsters 
coming through the Depart-
ment of  Juvenile Justice Com-
munity Service & Restitution 
program who were required 
to fulfill community service 
hours, Overturf  said. The 
garden gave them a chance to 
get in touch with nature; some 
for the first time.

“They touched worms and 
frogs,” she said. “They also got 
to smell and taste the plants 
and watch plants started from 

seed come up and grow.” 
She took a lot of  the produce 

grown in the garden — toma-
toes, peppers, tomatillos, basil, 
pumpkins, melons, greens 
— to the West Chatham Food 
Pantry and also handed out 
produce at a community meal 
she started, now known as the 
Siler City Community Meal, 
still in operation today.

In 2019, Overturf  retired and 
not long after, the COVID-19 
pandemic laid siege upon the 
country and the world. The 
garden became dormant. 

In June of  2021, CIS’ cur-
rent executive director, Tych 
Cowdin, was contacted by 
Danielle McComas, the direc-
tor and co-founder of  Robin 
Hood’s Kitchen, a local area 
organization that uses food 
recovery from local farmers 
and businesses to cook and 
provide nutrient rich, ready-
to-eat meals in an effort to help 
curb food insecurity and build 
towards food equity in the 
community. 

“She thought the set up was 
perfect for their needs,” said 
Cowdin. “The infrastructure 
from the previous garden was 
all in place; there was a cis-
tern, underground watering, 
a shed and greenhouse. We all 
felt it would be great to get the 
garden going again.” 

Efforts to build the beds 

back up and revitalize the soil 
began with help from volun-
teers and businesses such as 
Lowes, which donated soil, and 
Mountaire, which provided a 
$2,000 grant for materials. Jeff 
Eaby, a regular Robin’s Hood 
volunteer, has redesigned and 
rebuilt many of  the beds with 
assistance from two of  the el-
ders from The Church of  Jesus 
Christ of  Latter-day Saints. 

“The garden will continue 
to be utilized as a worksite 
for youth needing to complete 
community service hours 
required as part of  the De-
partment of  Juvenile Justice 
Community Service & Restitu-
tion program,” said Cowdin. 
“CISCC will also utilize the 
garden as educational space 
for our Cooking Matters pro-
gram, which will get back up 
and running next fall.” 

Cooking Matters is a 
culinary class for teens that 
teaches students how to feed 
and cook for themselves. 

“Whatever food we can get 
from the garden,” he added, 
“we will use as ingredients in 
the classes.”

It’s important to teach chil-
dren where their food comes 
from and how to prepare it, 
Cowdin said. Plus, as Overturf  
notes: “This type of  activity 
and learning can open the 
doors (to) new experiences. 

I’m for getting kids outside 
and letting them learn through 
observation, how to look and 
see.”

Using greenhouse facilities 
and winter plants, garden 
production will be year-round. 
McComas expects to plant 
trees in the fall. In winter, 
focus will shift to care of  win-
ter plants and taking steps to 
maintain healthy soil. Future 
aspirations include creating a 
courtyard where different or-
ganizations or special interest 
groups can meet and placing 
art in the garden, including 
murals and multimedia pieces 
that interact with nature. 

“One of  our goals is for peo-
ple to come here and feel safe 
and comfortable, inspired,” 
McComas said. “They can 
come and take it in, rest and 
relax, bring their coffee and 
walk around or sit. They can 
arrange for a special meeting. 
If  they want to reach out to 
plant and grow, we’ll set it up.

“The garden has a rich 
history and wonderful groups 
of  people working on it,” she 
added. ‘It has a great future.”

Those interested in program 
information or volunteer 
opportunities may email info@
robinhoodskitchen.org. To 
donate or learn more about 
Robin Hood’s Kitchen, please 
visit robinhoodskitchen.org.

GARDEN
Continued from page A1

Staff photo by Zenda Douglas

Blaize McComas explores 
Siler City’s Collaborative 
Garden 

TEMPLE THEATRE
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Bray faces newcomers Underwood, Picot  
in Siler City commissioner at-large race 

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Siler 
City Commissioner at-
large incumbent Cindy 
Bray will face two politi-
cal newcomers — James 
Underwood and Dean 
Picot II — in Siler City’s 
first municipal election 
since 2020. 

Siler City’s local races 
in 2021 were delayed 
because of  required 
redistricting due to a 
population change in 
the 2020 census. Election 
filing was further delayed 
by the gerrymandering 
lawsuits against the maps 
drawn by Republicans in 
the N.C. General Assem-
bly. 

Siler City elects five 
commissioners for each 
of  the town’s five districts 
and two commissioners 
who serve as members 
at-large. Bray and Com-

missioner Chip Price are 
the incumbents for the 
two at-large seats; Price 
is seeking the mayoral 
seat; his commission seat 
doesn’t expire for another 
two years.

Cindy Bray: Bray, the 
former mayor pro tem, 
is retired from Chatham 
County Schools.  

She did not return the 
questionnaire the News + 
Record sent to each of  the 
candidates in this year’s 
primary. 

James (Jay) Underwood: 
Underwood is a lifelong 
Siler City resident who 
recently retired from 
the Siler City Police 
Department after nearly 
30 years on the force. He 
said he’s looking to serve 
as town commissioner 
“in order to continue 
working to improve my 
hometown.”

Underwood said he has 
three main goals if  he’s 

elected as commissioner 
at-large: bringing citizens 
together, addressing 
safety concerns and 
improving the town’s 
infrastructure. 

“I believe the biggest 
challenges in Siler City 
currently are trying to 
find ways to bring in ad-
ditional industry, housing 
and finding ways to keep 
our communities safe and 
drug-free,” he said. “We 
need to look at why our 
youth leave this area in 
order to prosper and find 
ways to change that.”

As a retired major from 
the SCPD, Underwood 
said his experience on the 
front lines provided him 
with a different picture 
on what is going on in 
town than his opponents. 

“I have an understand-
ing of  the many different 
communities that make 
up our town and the peo-
ple that I served,” he said. 

“I’m not a politician, but 
my heart has always been 
with Siler City and I want 
to continue to serve.”

He’s attended several 
commissioner board 
meetings during his time 
with SCPD, and because 
of  his continued dedica-
tion to the town, Under-
wood said he has the 
unique skill set to serve. 

“No town board is 
perfect, but the constit-
uents have elected the 
best candidates to come 
together and find ways 
to benefit the town and 
its residents,” he said. 
“Everyone may not 
always leave happy, but 
the commissioners must 
continue to fulfill their 
obligation to work togeth-
er for the greater good of  
the community.”

Dean Picot II: Picot is a 
new resident to Siler City 
and is running for the 
at-large seat. He is from 

Greenville and lists his 
profession as an entre-
preneur. 

He is also a recovered 
drug addict and alcoholic, 
and he said his experi-
ence with that provides a 
unique understanding to 
some of  the underlying 
issues he says are in Siler 
City. 

“After living in cities 
with extreme poverty and 
addiction, it is astound-
ing to witness a town that 
is in as much distress as 
Siler City,” Picot said. “I 
will provide local re-
sources which will help 
people suffering from 
addiction and their loved 
ones heal on a long-term 
basis.”

Picot’s primary goals as 
commissioner would be 
to address poverty, access 
to affordable healthcare 
and housing, and taking 
action on what he calls 
the “drug epidemic that 

has overtaken” Siler City. 
“We are losing lives, 

and our community is 
hurting,” he said. “Noth-
ing is more important to 
me than the restoration 
of  our families and of  
each individual victim of  
this deadly war.”

Picot said he feels the 
elected officials in Siler 
City have not fulfilled 
their duties as commis-
sioners. He said the Siler 
City government is “ab-
solutely not serving the 
people of  Siler City” and 
has dealt with “a lack of  
leadership for decades.”

“The people need to be 
put in charge,” Picot said. 
“We need a comprehen-
sive government that can 
and will enact the desire 
of  the local municipality 
it should serve.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden 
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com.

Dean Picot II
Candidate Biographical 
Information

Name: Dean (Jr.) Picot
Office you are running for: Siler 

City Commissioner At-Large 
Current Home Address: 
Home telephone and/or Work 

Telephone: 984-226-5630
Best daytime number: 984-226-

5630
E-mail: deanjr4silercity@

gmail.com
Cell phone: 984-226-5630
Date/place of birth: January 

29, 1990/Greenville, NC
Current occupation: Entrepre-

neur
Campaign website/social me-

dia: dean4silercity.com
Family (names & ages, as of 

Election Day, of immediate family 
members): I have no children 
and I am single.

Current and previous elected 
offices held or sought & terms of 
service: N/A

Campaign manager (if applica-
ble): Myself

Campaign treasurer (if applica-
ble): Myself

Now that you’re seeking 
office…in 100 words or 
fewer.

Why are you seeking this office?: 
I am a recovered drug addict and 
alcoholic. I understand on a deep 
level how detrimental addiction 
is to a community and Siler City 
is that community. Drug and 
Alcohol abuse is rampant in 
this town to levels I have never 
witnessed before. After living 
in cities with extreme poverty 

and addiction it is astounding 
to witness a town that is in as 
much distress as Siler City. I will 
provide local resources which 
will help people suffering from 
addiction and their loved ones 
heal on a long-term basis.

What is your understanding of 
the responsibilities of the office 
you seek, and in 100 words or less, 
why do you believe you’re qualified 
to fill that role?: My understand-
ing of my role is that I will be 
an advocate for the town as a 
whole regardless of politics, 
nationality or creed. My goal 
is to always put the citizens of  
Siler City first. Doing so will 
undoubtedly have an impact 
on their standard of living. The 
number one issue outside of  
poverty and access to affordable 
housing and health care is a 
drug epidemic that has overtak-
en this town. Addiction not only 
wrecks the life of the user but 
the lives of the family mem-
bers. I am uniquely qualified 
to address these issues because 
I am a recovered drug addict 
who has completely turned his 
life around and has seized life. I 
have changed my circumstanc-
es and empowered my family 
as a substance abuse counselor. 
I lead everyday the healing of  
the wounded and the healing of  
the victims of this nasty war on 
drugs.

Give us three goals that are 
specific, measurable and attain-
able you would have if elected.:

1. Work on a county and 
state level to advocate for the 

citizens of  Siler City to receive 
better treatment and counsel-
ing services. 

2. Improve the quality of  
services for Siler City citizens. 
Such as improving the water 
quality of  the citizens.

3. Working with services 
that are already in Siler City 
while receiving support to 
tackle the drug epidemic.

What are the biggest chal-
lenges in Siler City right now and 
how would you address them?: 
The biggest challenges facing 
the Siler City community 
currently are a drug epidemic 
that is mirroring that of the 
crack epidemic in Baltimore, 
Maryland during the 1990’s. 
We are losing lives and our 
community is hurting. Nothing 
is more important to me than 
the restoration of our families 
and of each individual victim of  
this deadly war. Our crime rate 
per capita is higher than that 
of Durham, NC. Our children 
are growing up and are having 
to leave Siler City just to find a 
better opportunity elsewhere. 
Our environment is suffering 
through the lack of proper 
stewardship from the local gov-
ernment. Our water is unsafe to 
drink. I address these issues by 
properly supporting communi-
ty mental health professionals 
by providing the mental health 
professionals more resources to 
help those in need. I will ensure 
we have a police force that is 
properly trained to handle cer-
tain high-risk situations proper-
ly and safely. I will increase our 

budget through various grants 
and options which have been 
overlooked for decades and 
will be a good steward of the 
resources we currently have. 
I will work with employers to 
bring in good quality jobs for 
our citizens.

What’s your overall view of the 
role of municipal government? Is 
it fulfilling its mission at present? 
If not, what needs to change?: 
The municipal government 
is supposed to serve the local 
populace. The local govern-
ment is absolutely not serving 
the people of  Siler City. It is not 
fulfilling its mission. Most of  
Siler City’s citizens understand 
this to be true and have felt a 
lack of  leadership for decades. 
The people need to be put in 
charge. We need a comprehen-
sive government that can and 
will enact the desire of  the local 
municipality it should serve.

What differentiates you from 
the other candidates?: My first 
hand experience of  how drugs 
and alcohol altered my life. It 
is easy for people to say what 
someone else needs. It is much 
harder to have been in that hole 
of  addiction and have climbed 
out of  it. I have a deep perspec-
tive on what is needed to heal 
this community. I feel I have 
been called to help defend this 
community that is high-risk. I 
am a part of  the community. I 
am immersed in the communi-
ty. I am heavily involved in the 
mental health and substance 
abuse recovery communities. 

I am not sitting in my home, a 
part of  an old boys club. I am a 
man of the people. Both of  my 
opponents have spent over a de-
cade in power and in leadership 
and both have not effected the 
change that is needed either 
because they did not want to or 
did not know how to.

Biographical Facts
Political/government hero:  My 

aunt Joanne. My aunt Joanne 
helped to bring about and man-
age the freedom of information 
act in the 1960’s. The freedom 
of information act gave power 
back to United States citizens to 
monitor and know the truth of  
their elected officials.

Favorite book: “What Are 
The Odds? From Crackhead to 
CEO” by Mike Lindell

Book most recently read: The 
one year bible.

Favorite film: Beaches.
Hobbies: Volunteering at 

Love Chatham, attending bible 
study, going to yard sales and 
flea markets.

Church/civic involvement: I 
attend First Wesleyan Church. 
I volunteer at a local nonprofit 
serving the houseless commu-
nity named Love Chatham.

Personal motto or one-line 
philosophy: “Help others.”

Strongest childhood ambition: 
To survive. 

Most significant life goal you’ve 
accomplished: Recovering from 
a decades-long drug and alco-
hol addiction.

Goal you haven’t accomplished 
yet: Helping 500 people come 
out of  addiction.

James Underwood
Candidate Biographical 
Information

Name:  James (Jay) Monroe 
Underwood

Office you are running for:  
Commissioner at Large for 
Siler City 

Current Home Address:  1101 
N. Garden Ave.

Home telephone and/or Work 
Telephone:  (919) 930-7613

Best daytime number:  (919) 
930-7613

Email:  junderwood7613@
gmail.com

Cell phone:  (919) 930-7613
Date/place of birth:  

02/13/1971 in Siler City
Current occupation:  Recently 

retired from the Siler City Po-
lice Department after 29 years 
of  service

Please outline your education 
and work history for us. Please 
include all job titles and respon-
sibilities, any work recognition 
and professional references: I 
received my Associates Degree 
in Criminal Justice from 
Davidson County Community 
College. I started with the Siler 
City Police Department on Feb-
ruary 8th, 1993, as a Patrol Offi-
cer. I rose through the ranks as 
a Sergeant, Detective, Detective 

Sergeant, Detective Lieutenant 
and retired as the Major.

Family (names & ages, as of 
Election Day, of immediate family 
members): Amanda - Wife; Lau-
ren Nicole, Brenna Kate, and 
Paige Elyse - Daughters

Party affiliation (if applicable):  
Unaffiliated (Conservative)

Current and previous elected 
offices held or sought & terms of 
service:  1st time running for 
Commissioner

Now that you’re seeking 
office…in 100 words or 
fewer.

Why are you seeking this of-
fice?: I was born and raised in 
Siler City and have served the 
community for many years. 
Since recently retiring from 
the Siler City Police Depart-
ment, I am now looking to 
serve as Town Commissioner 
in order to continue working 
to improve my hometown. 

What is your understanding of 
the responsibilities of the office 
you seek, and in 100 words or less, 
why do you believe you’re qualified 
to fill that role?:  A commissioner 
has many obligations to the 
town they serve. They work 

as a group to enact policies, 
make changes or develop new 
ordinances that may benefit 
the town and the citizens, 
develop and balance the budget, 
and look for issues within the 
communities that need to be ad-
dressed. I have worked in Siler 
City for many years as a police 
officer. I have an understanding 
of the many different commu-
nities that make up our town 
and the people that I served. I 
retired from the police depart-
ment as Major of Operations 
where I was part of the hiring 
process, carefully tried to bud-
get the allocated funds for the 
department, worked alongside 
the officers and gave whatever 
support was needed. I’m not 
a politician, but my heart has 
always been with Siler City, and 
I want to continue to serve. 

Give us three goals that are 
specific, measurable and attain-
able you would have if elected.:

1. Help find ways to bring 
our citizens together; all races 
and all cultures are important 
for growth.

2. Address safety concerns 
and to build safe communities.

3. Improve the town’s infra-
structure, especially the water/

waste water lines. The lines need 
to be assessed or replaced for 
future development to happen.

What are the biggest challenges 
in Siler City right now, and how 
would you address them?: I be-
lieve the biggest challenges in 
Siler City currently is trying to 
find ways to bring in additional 
industry, housing and finding 
ways to keep our communities 
safe and drug free. We need to 
look at why our youth leave 
this area in order to prosper 
and find ways to change that. 

What’s your overall view of the 
role of municipal government? Is 
it fulfilling its mission at present? If 
not, what needs to change?: Mu-
nicipal Government has a great 
purpose within each town by 
being the voice for the people in 
which it serves. I have attended 
countless board meetings in my 
role at the police department 
and have developed an under-
standing of how a Commission-
er should benefit the communi-
ty. No town board is perfect, but 
the constituents have elected the 
best candidates to come together 
and find ways to benefit the town 
and its residents. Everyone may 
not always leave happy, but the 

Commissioners must continue 
to fulfill their obligation to work 
together for the greater good of  
the community.

What differentiates you from 
the other candidates?: I am a 
lifelong citizen of  Siler City. 
I was also a steward for the 
Town of  Siler City for 29 years 
with the police department. 

Biographical Facts
Favorite book: Bible
Book most recently read: “The 

Leadership Challenge”
Hobbies: Spending quality 

time with my family.
Church/civic involvement: 

Member of  the 1st United 
Methodist Church.

Personal motto or one-line phi-
losophy: Treat people the same 
way you want them to treat you.

Strongest childhood ambition:  
To become a law enforcement 
officer.

Most significant life goal 
you’ve accomplished:  To see my 
daughters grow and become 
beautiful, brilliant, and inde-
pendent young ladies.

Goal you haven’t accomplished 
yet:  To see my girls find a 
career that they enjoy and is 
fulfilling for them. 
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aiming to help curb addiction. 
“Sometimes people can be living 

right beside an organization and not 
know what type of  resources they 
have,” Foxx said. “So I wanted the com-
munity to have the opportunity to be 
able to see firsthand what organizations 
and agencies are inside of  this commu-
nity that can offer them assistance with 
housing, with mental health, with peer 
support and more.”

The event will feature the stories of  
six recovering addicts, according to the 
Recovery Rally flier. Gregor-Holt said fea-
turing those six and having them share 
their experience with recovery may 
inspire current addicts to do the same. 

“People who are in the throes of  
addiction, they don’t see a way out,” 
he said. “What we hope what hearing 
the stories will do is that it will break 
through some of  that denial — if  
somebody can say to themselves, ‘That 
sounds like my story,’ then there’s a 
little crack in the wall (of  denial).”

Recovery is not just about substance 
abuse, according to Foxx. She said she 
wants this event to also highlight the 
need for people — regardless of  wheth-
er they’ve abused drugs or alcohol — to 
take care of  their mental health. 

“Another one of  the issues that 
came out of  the pandemic was mental 
health,” Foxx said. “Some people may 
have been depressed for such a long 
time that they can’t recognize their 
symptoms of  depression, so recovery is 
not just exclusive to substance abuse — 
it is also including mental health.”

Several local organizations and 
partners — including Second Bloom of  
Chatham, National Alliance of  Men-
tal Illness NC, Vaya Health, and the 
Chatham County Sheriff’s Prevention 
Partnership on Controlled Substances 
— will have representatives at the event 
to give patrons more information on the 
mental health resources available in 
the community. 

Foxx said having one place where 
people can learn about all of  these 
resources helps promote affordable and 
accessible recovery treatment options. 

“Sometimes parents think they have 
to empty out their 401k to save their 
kids, and you don’t have to do that,” 
she said. “We will guide them in any 
way possible that we can … I think that 
we have a great group that are very 
community oriented and are going to 
want to see their community members, 
family members, neighbors and friends 
succeed.”

Recovery is one of  the most difficult 
journeys an individual can take, Gre-
gor-Holt said. However, the most diffi-
cult aspect of  addiction and substance 
use disorder is the negative association. 

“We would never do or say the things 
to people who have cancers that we say 
or do to the people who have addiction,” 
he said. “We want to get some folks 
destigmatized to addiction so those 
people see it as any other illness.”

Foxx said in addition to removing the 
stigmas associated with substance use 
disorder, the Recovery Rally allows for 
families of  addicts or former addicts to 
learn more about how to support their 
loved ones. 

“We need to encourage family 
members and help them to understand 
there’s nothing negative, or bad about 
reaching out for help,” Foxx said. “I 
want them to come to the event … to see 
the different phases of  recovery, mean-
ing substance abuse, mental health and 
all of  the different shades in between.”

The Celebrate Recovery Rally will be 
open to the public in downtown Siler 
City on the block of  N.C. Arts Incubator 
at 223 N. Chatham Ave. 

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be reached 
at theeden@chathamnr.com.
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RECOVERY
Continued from page A1

Zachary Horner

‘We would never do or say 
the things to people who 
have cancers that we say or 
do to the people who have 
addiction. We want to get 
some folks destigmatized to 
addiction so those people see 
it as any other illness.’

GEORGE GREGOR-HOLT, the commu-
nity outreach coordinator of  Chatham 
Drug Free



OBITUARIES

DE’BORA MARIE KING

November 25, 2018 ~ April 2, 
2022

Little Miss De’bora Marie 
King, 3, of  Sanford, passed 
away on Saturday, April 2, 2022.

Funeral service was held at 
2 p.m. Saturday, April 16, 2022, 
at True Gospel United Church 
of  God with burial following 
at Johnsonville Community 
Cemetery.

JOHN  
LATHAN JONES

September 6, 1932 ~ April 9, 
2022

John Lathan Jones, 89, of  
Sanford, passed away on Sat-
urday, April 9, 2022, at Central 
Carolina Hospital.

Memorial service was held at 
1 p.m. Saturday, April 16, 2022, 
at Blandonia Presbyterian 
Church.

DAVID PEREZ NIEVES

May 13, 1956 ~ April 5, 2022
David Perez Nieves, 65 of  

Sanford, passed away Tuesday, 
April 5, 2022, at his residence.

Funeral services were held 
at 10 a.m. Friday, April 15, 2022, 
at Knotts Funeral Home.

HAZEL RAY CAMERON
March 29, 1945 ~ April 12, 2022
Hazel Ray Cameron passed 

away on April 12, 2022.
Funeral service was held at 

2 p.m. Tuesday, April 19, 2022, 
at Knotts Funeral Home in 
Sanford. Burial followed at Lee 
Memory Garden.

RICKY BOYKIN 
Ricky Boykin, 65, of  Sanford, 

passed away on Monday, April 
4, 2022.

The funeral service was held at 
1 p.m. Tuesday, April 12 at Blan-
donia Presbyteriana Church.

CHAUNCEY DEAN 
RUSSELL

Chauncey Dean Russell, 60, 
of  Las Vegas, Nevada, passed 
away on Friday, March 25, 2022, 
in Las Vegas.

Funeral service was held at 2 
p.m. on Sunday, April 10, 2022, 
at Knotts Funeral Home.

ALVIN EDWARD AUSTIN

Alvin Edward Austin, 62, of  
Sanford, died Tuesday, April 
12, 2022, at his home. 

A memorial service will be held 
Sunday, April 17, 2022, at 3 p.m. at 
First Apostolic Church with Rev. 
George Akers presiding. 

Alvin was born in Rock-
bridge County, Virginia, on 
January 28, 1960, to the late 
Alvin Melvin Austin and 
Ruby Johnson Austin. He was 
also preceded in death by one 
brother, Robert Austin. 

Surviving relatives include 
two daughters, Amanda Pat-
ton and Jessica Hall, both of  
Sanford; one son, Shane Austin 
of  Surf City; one stepdaugh-
ter, Corina Beal of  Garland; 
15 grandchildren; and three 
sisters, Cathy Freeman of San-
ford, Debbie Gambrel of  Kitts 
Hill, Ohio, and Darlene Breeden 
of Natural Bridge, Virginia. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.donaldsonfunerals.com.

WILLIAM EDWARD SWANN
April 15, 1962 ~ April 16, 2022
William Edward Swann, 60, 

of  Sanford, passed away on 
Saturday, April 16, 2022. 

Knotts Funeral Home is 
serving the family. 

JIMMY RAY UPCHURCH
Jimmy Ray Upchurch, 83, of  

Ramseur, passed away on Mon-
day, April 11, 2022 at Randolph 
Hospital.

A Celebration of  Life will be 
held at 1 p.m. on Sunday, April 
24, 2022 at High Falls U.M.C. 
with Rev. Tom Hallberg and 
Rev. Tim Strider presiding. The 
family will receive friends in 
the fellowship hall following 
the service.

Jimmy was born in Moore 
County on June 14, 1938 to 
Allie Caviness Upchurch and 
William Glenn Upchurch. He 
was a member of  High Falls 
U.M.C.  and served in the U.S. 
Navy. He was a poultry farmer 
and co-owner of  Upchurch 
Groceries. In addition to 
his parents, he was preceded 
in death by his first wife, Patri-
cia Taylor Upchurch; second 
wife, Evelyn Thompson 
Upchurch; son, Parker Taylor; 
brother, Donald Upchurch and 
two grandsons.

Jimmy is survived by his 
children, Lynne Saunders of  
Wilmington, Carol Albright of  
Mt. Gilead, Selena McDonald 
of  Asheboro, Jeff Hoover of  
Tennessee, Dean Upchurch of  
Southmont, and Susan Wenda, 
of  Asheboro; brother, Rick Up-
church of  Coleridge; 14 grand-
children and 14 great-grand-
children.

In lieu of  Flowers the family 
would like you to pay it for-
ward in Jimmy R. Upchurch’s 
name.

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

Joyce-Brady Chapel is 
honored to serve the Upchurch 
Family.

MARY LEE (JUDD) LEAK
July 11, 1950 ~ April 12, 

2022
Mary Lee Leak, 71, of  San-

ford, passed away  on Tuesday, 
April 12, 2022, at First Health 
Moore Regional Hospital in 
Pinehurst.

Funeral service was held at 
1 p.m. Monday, April 18, 2022, 
at Jonesboro Chapel AME Zion 
Church.

JEAN WRENN ANDREWS   
Jean Wrenn Andrews, 91, of  Siler 

City, passed away on Friday, April 8, 
2022.

Jean was born in Davidson County 
on January 20, 1931, the daughter of  
Charlie C. and Leona Miller Wrenn. 

Mrs. Andrews grew up on 2nd 
Avenue in Siler City. She was the 
1949 Valedictorian at Siler City High 
School, and went on to graduate 
from Meredith College specializing 
in organ performance. While living 
in Jacksonville, Florida, Jean was 

the manager of  the A Stitch in Time Needle Craft Store. 
Jean was a very active member of  the First United Meth-
odist Church, where she served on the hospitality and food 
committee and the Threads of  Faith.

Jean often assisted in delivering the Church Sermon CDs 
to the shut-ins in the area. She loved working in the yard, 
tending to her flowers, playing cards (hearts), and giving 
handmade gifts. Jean was an immaculate housekeeper, and 
spent her later years as a homemaker. She enjoyed painting 
ceramics, and sewing; Jean was a master of  many needle 
crafts and knitting. She was a rule-breaker, a lead foot, 
and had a sharp-witted sense of  humor. In addition to her 
parents, Jean is preceded in death by her husband George 
Henry Andrews Jr.; seven brothers, and nine sisters. 

She is survived by her son, Charlie Andrews and wife 
Brandy of  Siler City; daughter, Alison Knappenberger and 
husband Nick of  Ft. Wayne, Indiana; sister-in-law, Barba-
ra Jones of  Pittsboro; grandchildren, Michal Miller and 
husband Kyle of  Ft. Wayne, Indiana; Derrick Andrews and 
fiancé Ari of  Raleigh; Clayton Knappenberger and fiancé 
Rachel Feng of  McLean, Virginia; Robert Andrews of  Siler 
City; and great grandchildren, Maggie and Tucker Miller. 

A Celebration of  Life service will be held at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 25, at the First United Methodist Church of  
Siler City, with Rev. William Sabiston officiating. The family 
will greet friends at the church beginning at 1 p.m. Family 
and friends are invited to a graveside service at Oakwood 
Cemetery following the Celebration of  Life.

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be made to the First 
United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 212, Siler City, N.C. 27344

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Andrews 
family.

Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-
home.com.

DELBERT ALLEN ‘AL’ ANDREWS JR.   
Delbert Allen “Al” Andrews Jr., age 55, of  Pittsboro, died 

Friday, April 15, 2022, at Chatham Hospital. 
Al was born in Chatham County on May 20, 1966, to Sheila 

Williams Eddings and the late Delbert Allen Andrews Sr. 
He was also preceded in death by his daughter, Sydni Nicole 
Andrews. 

In addition to his mom, he is also survived by his son, 
Trey Andrews and wife Lauren of  Pittsboro; three sisters, 
Tammy Phillips and husband Roger of  Bear Creek, Debbie 
Thomas of  Siler City, Sarah Beth Weston and husband Zack 
of  Raleigh; and his loyal companion dog, Chomper.  

The family received friends Tuesday, April 19, 2022, at 
Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory Griffin Chapel from 
6 to 8 p.m. A funeral service was held Wednesday, April 20, 
2022, at 3 p.m. at Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory 
Griffin Chapel with Pastor Wesley Thomas presiding. Burial 
followed at Mt. Gilead Baptist Church cemetery. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family asks for donations to be made 
in Al’s memory to Dry Forks Hunting Club, 497 May Farm 
Road, Pittsboro, N.C. 27312. 

Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.com.
Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to 

serve the Andrews family. 
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Chatham community gives the gift of life
From Chatham County 

Government

PITTSBORO — Cha-
tham County employees 
and residents rolled up 
their sleeves on April 13 
to give the gift of  life at 
the Chatham County Ag-
riculture & Conference 
Center, with 37 lifesaving 
blood donations collected 
to help hospital patients 
in need.

The Chatham County 
Employee Blood Drive 
is held every April with 
the American Red Cross. 
This spring, it’s critically 
important the Red Cross 
maintains a readily 
available blood supply for 
patients. During Nation-
al Volunteer Month in 
April, the Red Cross cele-
brates volunteer donors, 
who are the only source 
of  blood, platelets and 
plasma for those in need. 
The Red Cross depends 
on volunteer donors to 
collect about 12,500 blood 
donations and nearly 
3,000 platelet donations 
every day. 

Volunteer donors in-
cluded Chatham County 
resident Laurie Badone, 
who began donating 
while she was in college. 

“There is a great need 
for blood, and I enjoy 
being able to help people 
with my donation,” said 
Badone. “I admit that 
I have a bit of  a needle 
and blood phobia, but 
the Red Cross staff do an 
awesome job, and they 
always make me feel 
comfortable.”

The Red Cross blood 
supply remains vulner-
able, and donated blood 
has a limited shelf  life, so 
supplies must be contin-
uously replenished to 
ensure sufficient inven-
tory of  blood products. 
With no substitute for 
blood and no way to 
manufacture it, volunteer 
donors are essential for 

hospital patients in need 
of  transfusions. Patients 
need blood for a variety 

of  reasons, including 
individuals who have 
experienced trauma, peo-

ple fighting cancers and 
those with chronic illness 
like sickle cell disease.

Chatham County 
employee Jina Stamey 
donates blood in memory 
of  her mom, who needed 
blood when she battled 
an illness. 

“The blood my mom 
received was super 
important, and there’s a 
good chance she would 
not have lived as long as 
she did without it,” said 
Stamey. “I try to give as 
often as I can, because 
I know there are others 
like my mom who need 
it.”

In addition to donors, 
the Red Cross needs 
individuals to volunteer 
at blood drives. Blood 
Donor Ambassadors en-
gage donors by greeting, 
registering, answering 
questions, providing 
information, and sup-
porting them through the 
recovery process at the 

refreshments table. The 
special attention these 
volunteers provide helps 
create a favorable im-
pression that encourages 
ongoing donor support.

Andrew Withrow is a 
junior at UNC-Chapel 
Hill. After donating blood 
for several years, he de-
cided to get involved even 
more as a Blood Donor 
Ambassador. 

“I feel like I have a 
responsibility to help 

others,” said Withrow. 
“Being a volunteer is 
just another way to be 
part of  the blood dona-
tion process, and I really 
enjoy it.” 

Information about 
blood donation and vol-
unteer opportunities can 
be found by downloading 
the American Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visit-
ing redcrossblood.orgor 
calling 1-800-RED-CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767).

Courtesy of Chatham County

Chatham resident Laurie Badone, a blood donor, shown with Johnnie 
Walker, a Red Cross Collections Specialist.

Courtesy of Chatham County

Blood donor Jina Stamey, a Chatham County 
employee.

Courtesy of Chatham County

Blood donor and Red Cross volunteer Andrew 
Withrow, a junior at UNC-Chapel Hill.



ClydeFEST returns to Bynum for 20th anniversary
BYNUM — For the 

first time since 2019, the 
Chatham Arts Council’s 
ClydeFEST will return 
to Bynum. It’s scheduled 
for 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 30, at the 
Bynum Ball Field inside 
Earl Thompson Park.

This year’s celebration 
will also mark ClydeF-
EST’s 20th anniversa-
ry — and for the first 
time since its inception, 
the kid’ arts carnival 
will be free to children 
of  all ages. This week, 
we speak with Cheryl 
Chamblee, the Chatham 
Arts Council’s artistic 
director, about the carni-
val’s return, history and 
free admission, as well 
as what Chatham can 
expect from ClydeFEST 
this year.

Chamblee attended her 
first ClydeFEST in the 
spring of  2013, just six 
months after she’d taken 
the reins as executive 
director of  the Chatham 
Arts Council. She imme-
diately fell in love with 
the carnival’s “barn-rais-
ing atmosphere,” what 
she described as the 
Chatham communi-
ty coming together to 
“make a beautiful thing 
happen for kids all over 
the county.” 

“As Artistic Director 
of  CAC, I get to work 
alongside a crew of  
amazing part-time staff 
and seriously dedicated 
long-time volunteers over 
many months to bring 
ClydeFEST to life,” she 
said. “Every time, it’s so 
hard. And every time, it’s 
so worth it. Seeing those 
small kiddos in those 
over-sized t-shirt smocks 
crouched down in the 
grass with their ply-
wood penguin or snake 
or turtle, painting and 
glittering with absolute 
concentration while that 
blue spring sky gleams 
overhead — it gets me 
every time.”

Here’s what she had 
to say about this year’s 
ClydeFEST: 

First things first: Chatham 
County hasn’t celebrated 
ClydeFEST since 2019, and 
this year is the festival’s 
20th anniversary, no less. 
How does it feel to be able 
to celebrate ClydeFEST in 
person once again? 

It’s a bizarre mix of  
feeling totally normal 
and not quite believing it. 
There was a time when 
any of  us would’ve given 
our eyeteeth to be able 
to gather like this again, 
and I try to remember 
that when we do things 
now. I don’t want the 
gratitude and magic of  it 
to fade. And there really 
is so much magic in an 
in-person ClydeFEST 
anyway!

What, if any, lingering 
COVID precautions or re-
strictions will be in place? 

It’s a big help that the 
festival is completely 
outdoors. We’re shifting 
our usual face-painting 
to arm- and back-of-hand 

painting to create a little 
extra distance, and we’ll 
have plenty of  hand san-
itizer at spots all around 
the field. Anyone who 
feels safer in a mask is 
encouraged to wear one. 
Fluidity is the name of  
the game now, and we’ll 
make sure we’re follow-
ing any guidelines that 
are in place at that time. 

This year is the festival’s 
20th anniversary. In light 
of that, can you tell us a bit 
more about the festival’s 
history and its place in Cha-
tham County? 

The early days of  
ClydeFEST were created 
as some sort of  alchemy 
among Bynum Front 
Porch, Chatham Arts 
Council, and a group of  
special folks who decided 
to do something fun to 
honor folk artist Clyde 
Jones. From what I hear, 
the first few years were 
more along the lines of  
a mini Fearrington Folk 

Art Show, and it bounced 
around a bit from the 
Chatham County Fair-
grounds to Shakori to a 
CAC space on Highway 
64. 

Around 2008 or so, 
ClydeFEST experienced 
a bit of  a dip, and Bynum 
residents River Dukes 
and Diana Garside were 
working to reimagine it. 
They pulled in Stephan 
Meyers, who helped a 
slew of  volunteers put 
the focus on the kids, 
where Clyde wanted it 
to be. Bynum residents 
welcomed the festival to 
the Bynum Ballfield, and 
with Stephan, Gilda Mc-
Daniel, Debbie Bousquet, 
and other ClydeFEST 
stalwarts pitching in, the 
crew focused on packing 
in as much art, learning, 
outdoors, and commu-
nity feeling as possible. 
ClydeFEST’s identity as 
the most unique kids’ 
outdoor arts festival 
in the state coalesced. 
Parents and kids loved 
how the sweet fenced-in 
ballfield made for a safe 
place to let kids be free, 
and Clyde — on his iconic 
purple lawn mower — 
could escort festival-go-
ers a few houses down to 
his yard, which was full 
of  critters in all stages of  
completion. Now, at the 
20th anniversary, Clyde’s 
house is more of  a Clyde 
gallery he visits from 
time to time on outings 
from his home at The 
Laurels, but the focus of  
ClydeFEST is still about 
kids making art outside 
together. 

As for the festival’s 
place in Chatham, it’s 
been observed that, while 
the mill established the 
Bynum community, 
Clyde and his Critters 
have been part of  the 
glue that has held Bynum 
together in such a special 
way. Chatham newcom-
ers may not know that 
Clyde has never sold his 
Critters; he has only ever 
given them away — to 
friends, to neighbors, to 
organizations that raise 
money for kids. There’s 
a spirit of  community 
there of  going against 
the grain to help create 
the kind of  place you’d 
like to call home that 
feels very much a part 

of  the unique identity of  
Chatham County.

What can we expect to 
see at this year’s festival? 
Does the Arts Council have 
anything special planned to 
commemorate the anniver-
sary? 

Gosh, even being able 
to pull off a ClydeFEST 
now feels wonderfully 
special! Folks can expect 
all the old favorites: 
Critter Cut-out painting 
in Critterville, lots and 
lots of  booths where kids 
can make mini-folk art 
projects, performances by 
really talented folks from 
Chatham and beyond, 
Peter Loose and his giant 
tortoise, fabulous food 
trucks, Ubi making his 
balloon animals, Geoffrey 
with his bubbles — it’s 
going to be so much 
fun. And Clyde himself  
will be there, holding 
court. Especially for the 
20th, Peter Loose will be 
creating a commemora-
tive folk art piece that 
kids and grown-ups will 
participate in making 
before it’s auctioned off. 
A Clyde Jones original 
umbrella will be part of  
the auction for the first 
— and probably only time 
— too, so that’s pretty 
special. After the auction 
finale, we’ll celebrate 
with Paperhand Puppet 
Intervention leading us 
all in a little Bynum Ball-
field parade. I can’t wait.

What are the Council’s 
hopes for this year’s festival? 

Joy. Joy, joy, and more 
joy. That’s what we’re 
looking to bring this year. 
ClydeFEST has always 
aimed to bring kids and 
families together to make 
art outside in a super fun, 
kind of  messy, every-
body-can-do-this kind of  
way. Years ago, I talked 
about it as the antidote 
to the smartphone stare. 
One parent called it “the 
greatest analog thing I’ve 
seen for kids in a very 
long time” — and that 
was in 2016! Now, when 
kids (and kids at heart!) 
have been on the screens 
more than ever, when 
kids’ mental health is in 
crisis, when we’re still 
figuring out face-to-face 
connection again, I can’t 
wait to see kids’ grins 
while they run around 
and make stuff in that 
open space.

This year’s ClydeFEST is 
free to all for the first time 

ever. Why? What prompted 
the Arts Council to make 
that decision? 

I’m so glad you 
asked this! It’s been a 
secret dream of  ours 
to make ClydeFEST 
free for years now, and 
thanks to a whole pile 
of  new and returning 
sponsors — especially 
naming sponsors The 
Jester Group at Baird 
— ClydeFEST is indeed 
free to all for the first 
time ever on our 20th 
Anniversary. The arts 
are critical to mental, 
emotional, and physical 
health, and we want to 
be a part of  equitable 
access to the arts for all 
the kids in Chatham. 
It’s a huge part of  what 
we do through Artists-
in-Schools, ArtAssist 
for Kids, and Truck-
and-Trailer Roving Per-
formances — and we’re 
working to remove 
barriers to ClydeFEST 
participation, too.

This year’s ClydeFEST 
takes place on April 30, the 
same day as Chatham Part-
nership for Children’s Día 
de los Libros event. How, if 
at all, do you expect that to 
impact attendance? 

Yes! We love Día de 
los Libros; we support it 
financially through our 
Grassroots Arts Grants. 
We try not to have them 
fall on the same day, but 
we’re making the most 
of  it. We’re so excited 
to bring a little ClydeF-
EST spirit to Día de 
los Libros this year by 
giving out Critter Cut-
outs and paints at our 
booth there. As for at-
tendance, we hope folks 
will consider check-
ing out both festivals. 
There’s time!

Anything else you want 
to add? 

Three quick things: 
• The auction is a silent 

auction this year, and 
it’s actually open online 
now. Folks can find it at 
32auctions.com/clydef-
est22. 

• We’ve still got open 
volunteer shifts, and 
we’d sure love to have 
you come on out to help. 
You can sign up on the 
CAC website (www.
chathamartscouncil.org/
clydefest-volunteer-regis-
tration/). It’ll be fun!

• We’re making parking 
easy! We’ve got a shuttle 
to and from Carolina 
Brewery, so make use 
of  it!
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Small amounts of 1,4-Dioxane present  
in Pittsboro’s treated water

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Small traces of  
1,4-Dioxane were found in Pittsboro’s 
water supply after a discharge of  the 
likely carcinogenic compound on April 
5. 

Greensboro alerted the town to the 
release of  1,4-Dioxane into the Haw 
River on April 6, and Pittsboro town 

staff asked to test water samples from 
town storage tanks following news of  
the discharge. 

Town Manager Chris Kennedy 
provided an update last Thursday eve-
ning, releasing the newest lab results 
to the public. The treated water located 
at Pittsboro’s treatment facility had a 
low concentration of  1,4-Dioxane with 
4.94 micrograms per liter on April 11 
and 1.97 micrograms per liter on April 

12. 
“The numbers ... indicate limited 

contamination thus far with the event,” 
Kennedy wrote in his Thursday news 
release. “The town expects this trend to 
continue with low levels of  1,4-Dioxane 
in our distribution system with consis-
tent non-detect results in our raw water 
grabs.”

Pittsboro hasn’t provided updates 
in the last week. Staff are continuing 

to send water samples for testing, as 
well as discussing potential solutions 
with Greensboro and the N.C. Dept. of  
Environmental Quality.

This is an ongoing story. Updates will be 
provided on the News + Record website 
at www.chathamnewsrecord.com. 

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be reached 
at theeden@chathamnr.com.

CHATHAM CHAT | CHERYL CHAMBLEE

IF YOU’RE GOING:
WHAT: Art, games, music, food, critters and 
a silent auction for a Clyde Jones original 
work of art to commemorate ClydeFEST’s 
20th anniversary.

WHO: Children of all ages, plus “their grown-
ups.”

WHERE: The Bynum Ball Field inside Earl 
Thompson Park, just south of Chapel Hill/
Carrboro towards Pittsboro.

WHEN: Saturday, April 30th from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

PRICE: Free.

GETTING THERE: Park in the Carolina Brewery 
/ Lowe’s parking lot at 120 Lowes Drive in 
Pittsboro and take the Sky Blue Express 
Bus to Bynum. The bus will leave at every 
half-hour mark from Pittsboro and at every 
hour mark from Bynum between 10:30 a.m. 
and approximately 4:30 p.m.

Submitted photo

A child tries out a stringed instrument at ClydeFEST’s High Strung 
Instrument Petting Zoo. Named after Bynum folk art legend Clyde Jones, 
the Chatham Arts Council’s ClydeFEST is a family-friendly day of hands-on 
arts immersion for children of all ages.

April 
22nd
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52-year-old inmate dies  
in Chatham County Detention Center

CN+R Staff Report

PITTSBORO — A Siler City man 
serving time for probation violation 
and scheduled for release in May was 
found dead Friday night in the Cha-
tham County Detention Center, appar-
ently of  “natural causes.”

Michael Capone, 52, was found in 
“medical distress” just before 8 p.m. 
Friday by staff members performing 
rounds at the detention center.

“Upon further inspection, the inmate 
was found to be unresponsive with a 

weak pulse,” the Chatham Sheriff’s 
Office said in a release on Saturday 
morning.

“Detention Officers leapt into action 
to provide emergency care, performing 
CPR and other life-saving measures 
alongside FirstHealth EMS for nearly 
40 minutes,” the release said. “Unfortu-
nately, their joint attempts to resusci-
tate the inmate were unsuccessful.”

“Our staff members are shocked 
and saddened by Mr. Capone’s sudden 
passing,” Sheriff’s Office Captain Tam-
my Kirkman was quoted in the release 

as saying. “We strive to provide the 
highest quality of  care to individuals in 
our custody, so losing someone in our 
facility despite our best efforts to save 
him is nothing short of  traumatic.”

“Our hearts go out to Mr. Capone’s 
surviving family and friends. Regard-
less of  his custodial status at the time 
of  death, he was a human being and his 
memory deserves respect,” Chatham 
County Sheriff Mike Roberson said. 
“Any loss of  life is a tragedy, especial-
ly when it happens so suddenly. Our 
Victim Services Coordinators will be 

available to provide emotional support 
and assistance as needed.”

Capone’s is the first in-custody death 
to occur inside the Chatham County De-
tention Center, according to the release.

“An investigation is currently under-
way to determine Mr. Capone’s cause 
of  death and the circumstances leading 
up to his passing,” said Sheriff’s Office 
Lieutenant Sara Pack. “Although nat-
ural causes are suspected, we are still 
waiting on official autopsy results from 
the medical examiner regarding this 
unfortunate event.”

NEWS BRIEF

Pittsboro adds 
public information 
officer, emergency 

management 
coordinator

PITTSBORO — Col-
by W. Sawyer has been 
named public informa-
tion officer and emergen-
cy management coor-
dinator for the town of  
Pittsboro, and will be re-
sponsible for issuing and 
posting press releases.

Prior to this role, he 
served as the emergency 
management specialist 
for Chatham County and 
the emergency manage-
ment coordinator for the 
North Carolina Ferry 
System. He is a General 
and Specialized Instruc-
tor for North Carolina 
Emergency Management 
and qualified to teach for 
FEMA’s Emergency Man-
agement Institute. Sawyer 
has a B.A. in Criminolo-
gy and Psychology and 
Master of  Public Admin-
istration degree from 
the University of  North 
Carolina Wilmington and 
serves on the North Caro-
lina All-Hazards Incident 
Management Team.

—CN+R staff reports

Immigrant Advisory Committee shares subcommittee 
updates, challenges to carrying out BIC plan

BY VICTORIA JOHNSON
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The Immi-
grant Community Advisory 
Committee shared subcom-
mittee updates and pinpointed 
community engagement as a 
major roadblock to achieving 
goals outlined in the Building 
Integrated Communities plan 
during its monthly meeting 
last Tuesday.

But first, several subcommit-
tees reported a more immedi-
ate and short-term challenge: 
town staff turnover and 
unavailability. 

Following former Town 
Manager Roy Lynch’s resigna-
tion, Siler City’s new manager, 
Hank Raper, will not start until 
about mid-May, human re-
sources director Nancy Darden 
told the committee. Town 
clerk Jenifer Johnson, the 
Communication & Leadership 
subcommittee’s town special-
ist, has also resigned her post 
and will leave Siler City for 
Pittsboro around the end of  
April. Darden will temporarily 
assume her role.

“So that is the biggest report 
coming from our subcommit-
tee as well,” Chairperson Han-
nia Benitez, a Communications 
& Leadership subcommittee 
member, told the committee. “ 
… On our part because of  this 
transition, we (the subcommit-
tee) have decided not to meet 
until June, the second week of  
June, right before our regular 
meeting.” 

The Public Safety and Law 
Enforcement subcommit-
tee has also been unable to 
schedule a meeting with Siler 
City Police Chief  Mike Wag-
ner to discuss the BIC plan, 
something which Darden 
promised to help them ad-
dress.

“We’re kind of  paused for 
a bit, because we don’t really 
know who to reach out to … 
because there’s a lot that we 
feel like we can do, but we also 
need to talk to Chief  and see 
what is it that he would like to 
see more of  that we can help 

with within the community,” 
subcommittee member Shirley 
Villatoro said. “But like I said, 
we’ve kind of  just been kind of, 
like, at a stop, because we hav-
en’t been able to make contact 
with anyone.”

The advisory committee’s 
five subcommittees include 
Communications and Lead-
ership, Business & Entrepre-
neurship, Parks & Recreation 
and Youth Mental Health, 
Public Safety and Law En-
forcement, and Housing and 
Public Transportation. Each 
holds up to three committee 
members, plus a town em-
ployee specializing in that 
topic.

All subcommittee topics 
derive from the town’s 44-item 
Building Integrated Com-
munities action plan, which 
community leaders finalized in 
early 2019 to address immi-
grant residents’ needs based on 
information gathered during a 
two- to three-year community 
planning project. Residents 
may view it in full at unc.
live/3Donqpl.

Yet, as the remaining 
subcommittees told the 
committee at large, engaging 
and involving the immigrant 
community poses a greater 
challenge to carrying out the 
BIC plan and achieving its 
long-term goals. 

“I don’t think that is that 
our community doesn’t want 
to get involved, but I think our 
community has been known 
as, like, the sleeping giant,” 
member Victoria Navarro 
told the committee during 
her Parks & Recreation and 
Mental Health subcommittee 
report. “The Latinx commu-
nity I think they’re just so 
used to … people don’t speak 
directly to them. They just 
kind of  go with the flow. They 
work. They take part in the 
community in certain ways, 
but they’re not involved, so I 
think they almost need that 
handheld approach for the 
first couple of  times to get 
them involved, to get them 
in the community, and they 

flourish on their own.” 
Business & Entrepreneur-

ship subcommittee mem-
bers Norma Hernandez and 
Jisselle Perdomo found that 
this challenge had especially 
thwarted town- and coun-
ty-level economic organiza-
tions’ attempts to include and 
serve local immigrant entre-
preneurs. 

According to their written 
report, one or both met with 
Siler City Downtown Adviso-
ry Committee member Rich-
ard Szary, Siler City Planning 
and Community Development 
Director Jack Meadows, and 
Central Carolina Commu-
nity College Small Business 
Center Coordinator Phillip 
Pappas to discuss available 
resources, goals, challenges 
and ongoing efforts to address 
immigrant business owners’ 
needs. 

One common thread of  dis-
cussion? Latino and immigrant 
entrepreneurs’ lack of  partici-
pation.

“I think what we gathered 
from talking to several people 
was just that they (CCCC) 
are offering small business 
classes there,” Hernandez 
told the committee. “... they’re 
offering (them) in Spanish, 
it’s free, it’s one-on-one, and 
they just don’t see a lot of  par-
ticipation from the Latinos or 
Spanish-speaking community. 
And so, we talked a lot about 
how it’s not language because 
it clearly is offered … in Span-
ish, but they just didn’t get 
anyone.”

The solution, she said, may 
be to take a “more grassroots 
approach” to marketing — 
meeting community members 
where they are as opposed to 
“advertising on the communi-
ty college website only.” She 
cited School of  the Arts for 
Boys Academy (SABA) founder 
Valencia Toomer’s efforts to 
increase Hispanic enrollment 
in her Pittsboro charter school 
as an example.

“What she did was she 
literally went out to all the 
Spanish-speaking churches, 

and that got some participa-
tion, because now, you know, 
it allowed a two-way conversa-
tion,” Hernandez said. “So par-
ents were able to ask her, you 
know, ‘Well, what is it? What 
is SABA? Why would I want to 
send my kid there?’”

Beyond minimal participa-
tion, Hernandez also relayed 
a conversation with Pappas 
identifying other potential 
barriers some Latino entrepre-
neurs may face, including legal 
issues. 

“Like, can they start busi-
nesses with just ITINs and EIN 
numbers, I think I saw? So, 
there was a lot of  that discus-
sion — and he didn’t know, 
either. This is probably more 
of  a question for an immigrant 
accountant that could deal 
with some of  that stuff,” she 
said. “ … As far as business-
es, we have businesses. It’s 
legitimizing those businesses, 
and making them formal and 
helping them take advantage 
of  all the opportunities that 
businesses are offered, like 
small business loans and spe-
cial taxation.” 

The Immigrant Advisory 
Committee will convene again 
on Tuesday, May 10 via Zoom 
at 6 p.m. 

Other meeting business
• Siler City ESL teacher 

Alirio Estevez addressed 
committee members at the 
start of  last Tuesday’s meeting, 
encouraging them to connect 
with CCCC’s vice president of  
workforce development, Mar-
garet Roberton, about a work-
force training program “that 
will benefit our Latino youth.” 
Roberton, he said, seeks input 
from Latino community lead-
ers to make the program the 
best it can be. 

“It will be a training that 
they wouldn’t have to pay 
(for) … and will provide them 
with a job after they finish 
their training — and the jobs 
are with good companies that 
will provide a good salary and 
good benefits,” Estevez said. 
“These are technological and 

manufacturing companies, 
and as you may know, our 
area is getting a lot of  new 
companies. So that will be 
a good opportunity for our 
students, for our youth, to 
learn a trade, to get a good 
job if  they don’t want to go to 
college.”

• A member of  the Cha-
tham Literacy Council board, 
Estevez also asked committee 
members to consider joining 
the literacy nonprofit’s board 
of  directors. 

“Most of  our clients are 
female and Latinos, like over 
nearly 80%, but unfortunate-
ly, I’m the only Latino on the 
board, and I’m male, so we 
need more voices, female voic-
es, Latina voices,” he told the 
board. “... We need perspec-
tives from different people, 
and you will be a godsend 
voice in our board because we 
need to hear from you, people 
like you who know the com-
munity.”

Chatham Literacy also 
would like to expand its pro-
gramming, including Spanish 
literacy classes, as well as 
financial literacy courses 
in English and Spanish. To 
ensure the expanded pro-
gramming best meets the 
needs of  those it’s designed 
for, Estevez said they’d like 
to gather more and diverse 
feedback. 

“Some of  our families have 
said that they want to learn 
Spanish because they don’t 
know how to read in Spanish, 
and they haven’t received 
any elementary or secondary 
education,” he said, adding, 
“Your insight and advice will 
lead our organization to better 
serve our community. As I 
said, I’m the only Latino, and I 
don’t want to be alone. I invite 
you to join us. … I really would 
love, love, love to have you 
serving in Chatham Literacy 
and to participate in the CCCC 
program.” 

Reporter Victoria Johnson can 
be reached at victoria@cha-
thamnr.com.

CHATHAM IS BOLD!BOLD!
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Carolina Tiger Rescue welcomes 2 red 
wolves to the sanctuary 

Females from endangered group won’t be on display, in accordance with RWSSP guidelines
From Carolina Animal 

Rescue

PITTSBORO — Car-
olina Tiger Rescue has 
announced the arrival of  
two 3-year-old female red 
wolves to the sanctuary, 
joining 49 other sanctu-
aries, zoos, and facilities 
as a part of  the Red Wolf  
Species Survival Plan 
(RWSSP) and assisting in 
the captive breeding, care 
of, and public education 
about the critically en-
dangered animals. 

The two wolves, Caro-
line and Mist, are settling 
in nicely in the back of  
the sanctuary.

“We are incredibly 
proud to take part in 
such an important and 
extensive conservation 
plan for red wolves,” said 
Carolina Tiger Rescue 
Executive Director Kris 
Marino. “In partnership 
with the Red Wolf  Species 
Survival Plan and other 
involved facilities, we 
look forward to caring for 
Caroline and Mist and do-
ing our part to save this 
special native species.”

Caroline and Mist were 
born at the Durham Mu-
seum of  Life and Science 
before being transferred 
to the Mill Mountain Zoo 
in Virginia. Now, they 
will live at the sanc-
tuary for the next few 

years while they reach 
the appropriate age for 
breeding. Both females 
are a vital part of  the 
RWSSP, a set of  extensive 
conservation measures 
and activities designed to 
ensure the longevity and 
security of  red wolves 
as a species. Carolina 
Tiger’s role in the RWSSP 
is to help free up space 
at other facilities for 
the continuation of  the 
breeding program.

Red wolves are con-
sidered “the American 
wolf.” Once native to 
the eastern part of  the 
United States, aggres-
sive predator mitigation 
strategies and habitat 

loss virtually wiped them 
out during the 20th centu-
ry. After a tumultuous 
few decades, the RWSSP 
reports that there are 
now approximately 20 to 
30 individuals left in the 
wild (located in eastern 
North Carolina) and 
more than 200 individuals 
in captivity. Red wolves 
are critically import-
ant to North Carolina’s 
ecosystems and could 
help control the overpop-
ulation of  a number of  in-
vasive species were they 
to return to and thrive in 
their native environment.

Caroline and Mist will 
not be on public display 
at the sanctuary in accor-

dance with RWSSP guide-
lines. To keep up with 
news, photos, videos, and 
continued updates on 
their care, visit Carolina 
Tiger Rescue’s website, 
Facebook, and Insta-

gram profiles, starting at 
https://carolinatigerres-
cue.org.

Carolina Tiger Rescue 
is a 501(c)3 GFAS-accred-
ited nonprofit wildlife 
sanctuary dedicated to 

saving and protecting 
wild cats in captivity 
and in the wild. We work 
toward a day when wild 
cats are living in their 
native habitats and not 
exploited by humans.

Budget director: Chatham on pace to exceed 
annual budget by $2 million

BY KEITH T. BARBER
News + Record 
Correspondent

PITTSBORO — Cha-
tham County Finance 
Director Darrell Butts 
told the county commis-
sioners Monday that 
despite the economic 
impacts of  the global 
pandemic, the growth of  
the county’s tax base has 
remained steady in the 
first seven months of  the 
current fiscal year and 
will lead to an expansion 
of  the county’s budget by 
roughly $2 million 

“Actual collections are 
about $1.7 million ahead 
of  last year,” Butts stated 
during the board’s work 
session. “We’ve collect-
ed nearly $12.5 million, 
so that’s pretty rapid 

growth.”
Butts stated that six 

of  the seven collection 
months in fiscal year 2022 
have exceeded the same 
time period in fiscal year 
2021 with the exception of  
January 2022.

“January collections 
were lower than last year 
by about 7 percent or 
$100,000,” Butts said. “It 
was actually the lowest 
month we had and since 
February of  2021.”

Butts said the area 
where this trend is most 
evident is Article 46 sales 
tax, otherwise known 
as the one-quarter cent 
county sales and use tax.

The county budgeted 
$1.6 million in Article 46 
sales tax receipts for fis-
cal year 2022, allocating 
$1 million of  that revenue 

towards education and 
the remaining $600,000 
toward affordable hous-
ing, agricultural preser-
vation and enhancement 
and parks & recreation 
projects. 

“We’re $39,000 and 
some change over budget 
through seven months” 
in collections, Butts 
stated. “So at the regular 
meeting in May, we’ll be 
bringing a budget amend-
ment to you to amend 
that Article 46 budget. We 
are on pace to exceed that 
that budget by between 
$900,000 and $1 million.”

The county’s annual 
budget is $155,448,460. 

Cara Townsend, Vaya 
Health’s director of  com-
munity relations, pre-
sented a map to the board 
depicting Vaya Health’s 

service area, which in-
cludes Chatham, during 
Monday’s work session. 
Vaya Health manages 
publicly funded behav-
ioral health and intellec-
tual and developmental 
disabilities services in 23 
western North Carolina 
counties, including Cha-
tham County. 

Board Chairperson 
Karen Howard asked 
Townsend how Chatham 
residents living in the 
far reaches of  the county 
would access mental 
health services if  they 
are living just outside 
Vaya Health’s service 
map area. 

“We’re looking at cre-
ative ways,” Townsend 
answered. “We can have 
some providers come to 
Chatham County who 
aren’t based here, so 
they could be based in 
Raleigh, and they can 
come here to do visits or 
assessments, but we are 
working through that.”

Townsend stated Vaya 
Health had formed a 
work group to address 
a number of  concerns 
raised by local stake-
holders with regard to 
Chatham residents need-
ing behavioral health 
services who could easily 
fall through the cracks. 
Townsend acknowledged 
that, at present, Chatham 
County does not have a 
domestic violence shelter 
or a homeless shelter.

Commissioner Diana 
Hales pointed out that 
Chatham County had 
previously partnered 
with Orange County to 
pool their mental health 
resources when Car-
dinal Health served as 
the county’s behavioral 
health services provid-
er. Townsend informed 
Hales that based on Vaya 
Health’s service area 
map, Chatham would 
now partner with Ala-
mance County to address 
future behavioral health 
needs. 

“What type of  relation-
ship or partnerships do 
you have with the school 
district?” Commission-
er Robert Logan asked 
Townsend. “How is that 
working?”

“It’s working well,” 
Townsend said. “It could 

always be better. We’re 
looking for creative 
solutions… I would love 
to work with you to figure 
out solutions.”

Commissioners also 
recognized Shawn Poe, 
executive director of  
Chatham Trades Inc., at 
Monday’s work session. 
Poe told the board that 
Chatham Trades is cur-
rently celebrating its 42nd 
year of  serving intellectu-
ally and developmentally 
disabled adults in Cha-
tham County, and Cha-
tham Trades was recently 
named an inaugural 
community grant recip-
ient of  the N.C. Dept. of  
Labor’s Safety & Health 
Achievement Recognition 
Program or SHARP. 

The SHARP Program 
is designed for small- and 
mid-size employers that 
have established, imple-
mented and maintained 
exceptional workplace 
safety standards, accord-
ing to the state agency’s 
website.

Poe played a short 
video about the Siler City 
nonprofit, whose mission 
is to assist individuals in 
attaining goals enabling 
them to function at their 
highest degree of  self-suf-
ficiency and to integrate 
into the community. 

“I just felt like it was 
important for the com-
missioners to see what 
others are seeing in the 
community,” Poe said 
at the conclusion of  the 
presentation, “and we 
certainly appreciate 
all the support that the 
county has given to us 
through the years.”

Howard was visibly 
moved by Poe’s presen-
tation. 

“As a parent of  a 
special needs child, this 
touches me so deeply,” 
Howard said. “He’s a high 
functioning autistic indi-
vidual, and I don’t know 
whether he will need 
the kind of  services you 
offer but to know that our 
community values these 
individuals — as human 
beings, as contributors — 
as an integral part of  our 
community ...

“It’s just such a won-
derful thing and to see 
the collaborations that 
came together to make 

all of  this possible — to 
know that our county 
staff is as deeply commit-
ted to ensuring that all of  
us have a place at home 
in Chatham County,” 
Howard added.

Other meeting 
business

• Commissioners 
approved a request to 
accept $16,444 from the 
N.C. Dept. of  Health and 
Human Services to help 
fund a portion of  local 
expenditures created 
by state-mandated food, 
lodging and institution 
sanitation program. The 
funds will be adminis-
tered by the Chatham 
County Public Health 
Department. 

• Commissioners also 
approved a resolution to 
submit a $400,000 grant 
application to the N.C. 
Dept. of  Environmental 
Quality to underwrite 
a feasibility study for a 
proposed new regional 
water treatment plant. In 
addition, county com-
missioners approved the 
acceptance of  a $2,500 
grant on behalf  of  the 
Equity for Moms and 
Babies Across Chatham, 
or EMBRACe project, 
from the Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Department 
at UNC-Chapel Hill.

• Finally, Commissioner 
Logan lavished praise 
on the Chatham County 
Schools’ One Chatham 
initiative, saying he was 
very impressed by the 
event held April 8 at the 
Chatham County Agricul-
ture & Conference Center.

“I attend a lot of  school 
district strategic plan-
ning sessions such as 
that, and that one was 
done as well as any I’ve 
seen across this country,” 
Logan said. “I’m very 
comfortable knowing that 
this Board of  Education 
and the school district 
are doing their jobs, and 
they are looking at this 
through an inclusive 
community approach.”

The Chatham County 
Board of  Commissioners 
will hold its next regular 
meeting on Monday, May 
2, at 6 p.m. at the Historic 
Courthouse in Pittsboro.

Courtesy of Carolina Tiger Rescue

Mist (in rear of photo) and Caroline, the two female red wolves now living 
at Carolina Tiger Rescue’s Sanctuary.

Courtesy of Carolina Tiger Rescue

The red wolf Caroline, who’s 3 years old.
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Guardians ad Litem: carefully 
selected, thoroughly trained

BY ZENDA DOUGLAS
News + Record 
Correspondent

Editor’s note: Due to a produc-
tion error, an incorrect version 
of  this story was published in 
last week’s edition. This is the 
second of  two parts.

People from all walks of  life 
volunteer as Guardians ad 
Litem — retirees, students, 
people with flexible jobs or 
extra time, people who are 
interested in fostering children 
but not quite ready to take that 
step, and people who just want 
to give back. 

Once an aspiring Guardian 
ad Litem turns in an applica-
tion, program staff conduct 
screening interviews and back-
ground checks to determine if  
the person is a good fit.

The GAL program seeks 
long-term commitment from 
volunteers — at least a year 
and a half. 

“One of  our goals is for a 
child to have one guardian 
advocate throughout their time 
in the child welfare judicial 
system,” said Nicole Roman, 
the program’s district admin-
istrator. 

On average, it takes about 
18 months for children to be 
reunified with their parents 
— and sometimes three years, 
depending on the situation. 

“We don’t want to discourage 
people from participating, but 
we do evaluate their life com-
mitments to make sure they 
have the time needed,” Roman 
said. 

GAL volunteers spend about 
an average of  10 hours per 
month on a case. One volun-
teer is usually appointed to 
a sibling group, which would 
require additional time. 

“We also have to be very 
transparent about telling appli-
cants that this is very difficult 
work — emotionally difficult. 
Some volunteers take one case 

and don’t stay in the program,” 
said Roman.

The program offers training 
three to four times per year. 
A training course requires a 
minimum of  30 hours. 

“The training was fabulous,” 
said GAL volunteer Marcia 
Cordova-Roth. “It provided 
understanding of  the common 
challenges and issues that 
bring kids into the foster care 
system. I learned a lot about 
different aspects of  issues 
such as domestic violence, 
substance use, incarceration, 
mental illness, homelessness, 
financial and food insecurity. 
Many families are experienc-
ing multiple stressors simulta-
neously.”

Other components of  the 
training deal with what’s avail-
able in the way of  services, 
how to write a court report and 
how to understand — from the 
child’s perspective — all of  the 
different parts of  the report 
having to do with placement 
needs, school, relationship and 
visitation with a biological 
parent and family, medical/
emotional/psychological needs 
and community involvement.

“We role play through vari-
ous scenarios, discuss specific 
cases and talk with other 
trainees about what we were 
able to learn from documents 
such as previous court reports, 
medical records and criminal 
histories such as if  the parent 
has been involved with sub-
stance use, been in treatment 
or spent time in a homeless 
shelter,” said Cordova-Roth.

“One of  the things we learn 
in training is how to look at 
things with a trauma lens 
versus looking at it from our 
own perspective,” added GAL 
volunteer Janice Summers. 
”This helps when seeing some 
parents so focused on survival 
but not doing what we need 
them to do to get their children 
back. A lot of  them are doing 
the best they can.”

By any measure, the Guard-
ian ad Litem has a tough job. 
Many work with children who 
often come out of  homes in 
which families struggle with 
addiction, domestic violence or 
both. 

“Even if  the actual abuse is 
occurring among the adults 
in the home, the children are 
witnessing this, and it’s so de-
structive and psychologically 
damaging,” said GAL volun-
teer Karen Frisch.

“For kids that have been 
in the foster care system for 
a long time, there is greater 
likelihood that they have 
accumulated more trauma, 
have had tremendous chal-
lenges in staying engaged in 
education and are less likely 
to have the independent living 
skills that you would see with 
a peer who has not had the 
experience of  being in the 
foster care system,” added 
Cordova-Roth.

According to Summers, 
building relationships with the 
children is essential because 
Guadian ad Litems need to ask 
them some hard questions and 
get information.

“I have to practice empa-
thetic listening, to be able to 
step into their shoes and eyes. 
I need them to trust me,” she 
said. “As a Guardian ad Litem, 
sometimes we are the bright 
spot when children have been 
taken away from their homes.”

“To gain trust, you must 
really listen,” said Cordo-
va-Roth. “A lot of  people think 
that teens don’t want to talk. I 
have found that teens do want 
to talk. Once they know you 
are being real and honest, they 
open up.”

Staying connected with 
children and parents has been 
challenging for guardians 
during the COVID pandemic, 
during which they held “visits” 
virtually with Zoom calls. 

“Sometimes I go and we just 
stand outside the house to at 

least see the home they are 
living in,” said Frisch. “Some 
of  the foster parents don’t have 
up-to-date technology, so we 
can’t do FaceTime, for in-
stance. It’s been a fraught time 
for all of  that.”

The pandemic significantly 
lowered the number of  cases 
reported — not because of  
fewer incidences but because 
the children weren’t in pub-
lic settings, such as school, 
permitting other people to see, 
pick up and report problems.

But guardians have one 
advantage: They can access a 
child’s records through teach-
ers, therapists, psychologists 
and other health care pro-
viders who supply them with 
health diagnoses and informa-
tion regarding medications and 
treatments.

What children want
“Over and over again, no 

matter what has happened, 
kids love and want to be with 
their parent, particularly for 
very young kids and even for 
some teenagers,” said Cordo-
va-Roth. “It’s tragic to have to 
tell a child their mom is not 
able to keep them safe, to meet 
their needs.” 

Conversely, sometimes par-
ents have made sustained prog-
ress and seek to reunite with a 
child, but a child may say he or 
she is still really scared to go 
home.

What is good for the child 
is not always what is good for 
the adults involved, according 
to Roman. It can be heavy and 
draining to be part of  a system 
that moves slowly and sad to 
walk alongside a child going 
through this process.

“Our job is to amplify the 
child’s needs and wishes, what-
ever they are, in the court, but 
sometimes the court doesn’t do 
what the child wants,” Ro-
man said. “What we can do is 
provide continuity for the kids 
— a nurturing, caring adult 

that shows up, time and time 
again.” 

Children under 12 years old 
may go to court but generally 
have less understanding of  the 
process and less interest in 
doing so. Older children often 
want to hear the judge but are 
not required to go. 

“If  the child is older and 
wants to come to court, I have 
the responsibility to make sure 
the child may testify and is 
heard,” said Karen Davidson, 
District 15B’s GAL attorney. “A 
great deal of  thought and effort 
goes into deciding if  going to 
court would be damaging or 
scary for the child.”

The Guardian ad Litem 
program’s primary objective 
isn’t the same as that of  the 
Department of  Social Services, 
Davidson said. 

“The DSS’s objective is 
reunification, period,” she said. 
“They are seeking to come in 
and rectify the situation that 
brought the child into the 
system and return the child 
to their family. Clearly, if  it’s 
harmful to the child, they will 
work to place the child, pref-
erably in a kinship situation. 
They focus on the family, not 
the individual child.” 

“There have been times 
when I disagreed with the 
DSS,” said Frisch. “We’re not 
rubberstamps. As long as I 
feel that we are all working in 
the best interest of  the child, 
it’s a very cooperative, non-ad-
versarial relationship. Our 
recommendations are usually 
followed.”

Those interested in learning 
more about the Guardian ad 
Litem Program serving Orange 
and Chatham Counties and 
opportunities to volunteer may 
visit www.volunteerforgal.
org or call Nicole Roman and 
the District 15B office at (919) 
644-4753.

Interest volunteers can 
access and fill in applications 
online. 

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com • C: 919-362-6999
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The Economy Is Strong.



3 J-M juniors to head to N.C. Governor’s School 
this summer, making school history

BY VICTORIA JOHNSON
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — For the first 
time in at least 41 years, three 
Jordan-Matthews juniors have 
been selected from among 
thousands to attend N.C. Gov-
ernor’s School this summer.

Calvin Conroy, Maggie 
Thornton and Brady Andrew 
will attend Governor’s School 
West at Winston-Salem State 
University from June 19 to July 
16. Schools from across the 
state nominated over 1,700 high 
school students for the pro-
gram, but only 820 — including 
Conroy, Thornton and Andrew 
— made the final cut. 

“We’re really proud of  these 
great young people, and I’m 
delighted that they’re going to 
have the chance to represent 
Jordan-Matthews,” JMArts’ 
president, Rose Pate, told the 
News + Record. She’s been 
at the school for 41 years. 
“Through the years, in many 
years, we’ve had at least one 
student chosen from our 
school, and in some years, 
we’ve had two, but I believe 
this is the first time we’ve had 
three.”

Founded in 1963, N.C. Gov-
ernor’s School is the nation’s 
oldest statewide residential 
summer program for gifted 
high school students. Held at 
two North Carolina college 
campuses over a course of  
weeks, the program empowers 
select rising seniors to explore 
their academic and artistic 
interests and learn for the sake 
of  learning, without worrying 
about grades or test scores.

Governor’s School offers five 
academic disciplines — English, 
world languages, mathematics, 
natural science and social sci-
ence — as well as five perform-
ing and visual arts disciplines, 
including art, choral music, 
instrumental music, dance and 
theater. Conroy, Thornton and 
Andrew will be going for social 
science, English and Spanish 
respectively.

Schools first nominated stu-
dents in December, based on 
a student applicant pool, and 
those chosen received the news 
in late March.

According to the N.C. Gov-
ernor’s School Nomination 
packet, school systems, charter 
schools, federal schools, special 
schools or non-public schools 
may only nominate a limited 
number of  students to attend 
based on their total 10th- and 
11th-grade populations. Per 
the packet’s nomination chart, 
Chatham County Schools — 
with a population of  just over 
1,400 10th and 11th graders — 
could nominate up to eight stu-
dents for academic disciplines, 
two for world languages and 16 
for performing and visual arts. 

“And you know, the bigger 
the school, usually the more 
students that have this oppor-
tunity,” Pate said. “We’re kind 
of  a small-to-medium school, 
so it is really unusual to have 

three kids from a school our 
size.”

All three juniors are du-
al-language students, play in 
the school’s marching band 
and participated in the school’s 
spring musical, “Oklahoma!” 
They’d originally heard about 
N.C. Governor’s from family 
and friends, and decided to give 
it a shot.

“I hadn’t heard about it at 
all until my sister went,” said 
Andrew, who’s also involved 
in J-M’s student government. 
“She’s three years older than 
me, and … she said that it just 
really changed her life. You 
know, she met people that she’s 
still best friends with. She met 
her college roommate there, 
and she said this change in 
kind of  how she viewed herself  
and how she viewed society 
was greatly impacted by it. So 
that’s what really made me 
want to go.”

Andrew then spread the 

word to Thornton, prompting 
her to apply as well, while 
Conroy’s mother, an alumna of  
the program, encouraged him 
to apply.

“The main thing is, I want 
to meet new people,” said 
Thornton, who also plays bas-
ketball, soccer and tennis for 
Jordan-Matthews. “I’m kind of  
shy, so it’s going to be kind of  
scary, but like, I want to chal-
lenge myself, and have, like, a 
life-changing experience.” 

While she applied for the 
English track based on her 
passion of  writing and reading, 
Conroy put himself  down for 
social science to pursue his in-
terest in geography and other 
social studies.

“I’m, like, kind of  a geogra-
phy expert and stuff, you could 
say,” Conroy said with a laugh. 
“I really like social studies, and 
all that kind of  stuff. I think 
it’s interesting. I want to learn 
more about the discipline and 

all, so I figured I ought to apply 
there.” 

Similarly, Andrew said he 
chose Spanish to improve 
his language skills and learn 
more about Spanish-speaking 
cultures.

“I just thought, you know, 
what a perfect opportunity,” he 
said. “I could use my Span-
ish-speaking skills … and not 
only grow with my speaking, 
comprehending and writing 
abilities, but also just to kind 
of  be more immersed in the 
culture and be able to make 
connections with other Span-
ish speakers, which we don’t 
really have one have access to 
besides my close friends here 
at J-M. So, I think that would 
be super fun. I just saw it as a 
really good opportunity, espe-
cially for college. Going out in 
the real world and getting a job 
and being bilingual I think is 
just really a good skill.” 

Besides attending classes 
in their primary disciplines, 
each will also attend addition-
al classes designed to help 
them develop their critical 
thinking, self-reflection and 
inquiry skills with students 
from various disciplines. But 
while they’re excited to attend 
the classes themselves, all 
three said they’re most looking 
forward to meeting new people, 
forging lifelong friendships 
and breaking outside of  their 
comfort zones.

“I haven’t been away from 
my parents for a month 
straight, which might be cool,” 
Thornton said, laughing. “I 
mean, I think it’s gonna be 
kind of  nice.” 

“(I’m looking forward to) 
meeting new people, hanging 
out, being in — it’s kind of  in a 
big city and all, so getting out 
of  this little country town,” 
Conroy added. “... I’m really 
grateful for the opportunity to 
go to Governor’s School.” 

Reporter Victoria Johnson can 
be reached at victoria@cha-
thamnr.com.
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Courtesy of Rose Pate

Three J-M juniors Brady Andrew (left), Calvin Conroy (middle) and Maggie Thornton will 
attend N.C. Governor’s School this summer. More than 1,700 high school students across 
the state applied to attend, but just 820 were selected for the opportunity.
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3 United Way of Chatham County residential 
campaigns win statewide awards
2021-’22 campaign sets record for most dollars raised in county history

From the United Way of 
Chatham County

The United Way of Chatham 
County’s (UWCC) 2021/2022 cam-
paign generated the most dollars 
and donors in its 36-year history 
in Chatham County, with 84% of  
donations coming from residen-
tial campaigns. 

Three of UWCC’s residential 
campaigns — Governors Club, 
Carolina Meadows and Encore 
at Briar Chapel — proved to be 
exceptional and record-breaking, 
each earning the Spirit of North 
Carolina Award from the United 
Way of North Carolina. 

The Spirit of North Carolina 
Award is a statewide award and 
recognizes campaign excellence, 
honoring groups and organiza-
tions whose United Way cam-
paigns exemplify the “spirit” 
of their community. The three 
UWCC campaigns were awarded 
in the “Campaign/Engagement 
Success” award category, which 
celebrates a campaign’s growth 
in participation or dollars raised 
to build stronger loyalty to meet-
ing the community need. 

Spirit of North Carolina 
Award recipients meet specific 
standards of achievement and 
are selected by a team of United 
Way leaders from across the 
state. United Way of North Caro-
lina leads the award nomination 
and judging process and presents 
the awards annually. 

“The Governors Club, Car-
olina Meadows and Encore at 
Briar Chapel campaigns not only 
demonstrate excellence in their 
United Way campaigns, but are 
building a philanthropic culture 
community-wide,” said Katie 
Childs, UWCC’s executive direc-
tor. “The ongoing and increasing 
support from all neighborhoods, 
donors and community partners 
in Chatham is outstanding.” 

Because of the 2021/2022 
UWCC residential campaign 
success, Childs was invited to 
co-facilitate a workshop at the 
United Way Southeast Regional 
Conference, which will host 50 
United Way representatives from 
an 11-state radius in late April. 
The workshop will highlight best-
in-class practices that UWCC 
has learned from its community 
campaigns. In all, the conference 
will host more than 300 United 
Way representatives from the 
southeast region. 

“I’m honored to represent Cha-
tham County at the conference, 
sharing what makes our United 
Way campaign so unique and 
successful,” said Childs. “Each 
year United Way board and staff 
lay the campaign’s foundation. 
But the leadership, drive and 
passion from our neighborhood 
captains, support from commu-

nity management, and buy-in 
from individuals and families 
are what enable United Way to 
increase its impact on poverty 
year after year.”

Governors Club
UWCC’s 2021 Governors Club 

residential campaign made 
United Way history in North Car-
olina: The neighborhood raised 
$273,000 — the largest amount 
ever raised by a residential cam-
paign in North Carolina. It was 
also the largest amount raised 
in Governors Club’s 20-plus year 
history with UWCC. Governors 
Club utilizes a network of 27 area 
captains to champion the effort 
within their own streets/areas. 

Carolina Meadows
UWCC’s 2021 Carolina 

Meadows residential campaign 
raised the most in its 20-plus year 
history with United Way: the 
campaign brought in $101,269, 
exceeding its campaign goal by 
19%, and raising $15,000 more in 
2021 over 2020. 

The Carolina Meadows resi-
dential campaign is led by United 
Way of Chatham County Board 
Treasurer George Evans, who is 

also an active and well-connected 
resident of Carolina Meadows. 

Due to COVID-19, Carolina 
Meadows imposed visitor restric-
tions to ensure the safety of its 
residents. Evans saw this as an 
opportunity to remind residents 
of the importance of the United 
Way mission and organized a 
volunteer opportunity that could 
be completed without residents 
leaving the premises, and was 
part of UWCC’s 2021 Day of  
Service.

Encore at Briar Chapel 
UWCC’s residential campaign 

reached a new neighborhood in 

2021 — Encore at Briar Chapel — 
a new community for those aged 
55 and above within the largest 
residential neighborhood in 
Chatham. One loyal United Way 
supporter and a new resident 
to Encore, John Hughes, helped 
coordinate a group of 16 neigh-
borhood captains to spread the 
mission and impact United Way 
has in Chatham County. En-
core captains also held socially 
distanced cookie exchanges, 
cocktail parties and door-to-door 
introductions to not only get to 
know their new neighbors, but to 
share the importance of support-
ing UWCC. 

Because of the dedication of  
the Encore neighborhood cap-
tains, 66% of the Encore neigh-
borhood donated to the cam-
paign, with United Way gaining 
more than 100 new donors. 

Each fall, UWCC kicks off 
its annual campaign, which 
includes more than 15 residen-
tial campaigns and countless 
volunteers. If you are interested 
in volunteering in your neighbor-
hood, please contact Katie Childs 
at 919-542-1110 or katie@United-
WayOfChathamCounty.org. Visit 
www.UnitedWayOfChatham-
County.org to learn more about 
our impact. 

Courtesy of the United Way of Chatham County

The captains for Encore at Briar Chapel’s campaign, which helped the United Way gain more than 100 new donors. 
Pictured, from left, are Gary LaMar, Stu Rothman, Lisa Rothman, Roscoe McWilliams, Donna Buckley, Jeff York, Melanie 
York, Bill Buckley, John Hughes, Dave Mirkovich and Mary Ann Hale.

Courtesy of the United Way of 
Chatham County

George Evans, who oversaw 
the Carolina Meadows 
United Way campaign.

Courtesy of the United Way of Chatham County

Area captains for Governors Club’s United Way campaign, which played a significant role 
in a record-setting year. They are, bottom row, from left, Jim Sink, Helen Barnhardt, Pete 
Koelsch; second row, from left, Jim Kaufmann, Annie Lewis Garda, Carol Weingarten, John 
Caruso, Pam Caruso, Linda Patchett; third row, from left, Laura Mendelsohn, Stephanie 
Tindel, Jackson Breaks, Georgia Campbell; top row, from left, Mark Korell, Jane Mayberry, 
Jerry Wehmueller, Stan Campbell.
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Unwritten rules make baseball less enjoyable 
Every couple of  months, a conversa-

tion around the sports world features 
one of  the most 
unnecessary topics: 
Unwritten Rules. 

And there is noth-
ing more pointless 
than this debate. 
Let me preface that 
unwritten rules make 
more sense in youth 
sports. There’s no 
reason for teams to 

be full-court pressing while winning by 
50 points or laying down bunts while 
winning by 10 runs. 

But in professional sports, this 
shouldn’t be an issue. Many years 
before I was born, some “old school” 

baseball folks decided that teams 
should stop trying to score runs at an 
undefined point to show good sports-
manship. Not only are the rules unwrit-
ten, but they are unclear. 

In a game against the San Diego 
Padres on last Tuesday, San Francisco 
Giants infielder Mauricio Dubón laid 
down a bunt with his team leading by 
nine runs. The Padres expressed their 
displeasure on the field and it carried 
over into the postgame.

“Our goal is not exclusively to win 
one game in a series. It’s to try to win 
the entire series,” Giants manager 
Gabe Kapler said, according to CBS 
Sports. “Sometimes, that means trying 
to get a little deeper into the opposi-
tion’s ‘pen. I understand that many 

teams don’t love that strategy. And I 
get why. It’s something that we talked 
about as a club before the season and 
that we were comfortable going for-
ward with that strategy. It’s not to be 
disrespectful in any way. It’s because 
we feel very cool and strategic. It’s the 
best way to win a series. When I say 
cool, I mean calm. We’re not emotion-
al about it. We’re not trying to hurt 
anybody.”

Baseball is a marathon and carrying 
success across an entire season is the 
name of  the game. Dubón is no slug-
ger either and he’s likely fighting for 
playing time on a deep Giants roster. He 
batted .240 last year and was in and out 
of  the lineup on a regular basis. 

These are professional athletes 

and playing sports is their livelihood. 
Their income and life depend on their 
performance on the field and telling a 
player to stop trying has a direct impact 
on that. 

“If  we don’t want a team to bunt, we 
will defend the bunt. If  we don’t want a 
team to steal, we will defend the steal,” 
Kapler said. “If  we don’t want a team to 
swing 3-0 late in the game, we’ll throw 
a ball.”

Baseball isn’t a dying sport, but it’s 
a game that is still trying to cater to a 
younger audience. If  we’re encouraging 
people to stop trying at a certain point, 
we’re taking a step back. 

Max Baker can be reached at max@
chathamnr.com and @maxbaker_15. 

MAX BAKER
CN+R Intern

Close losses define Bears’ 0-3 performance in 
2022 Southern Alamance Easter Tournament

BY DAN E. WAY
News + Record 
Correspondent

GRAHAM — Chatham Cen-
tral’s softball team wasn’t able 
to explode offensively against 
Randleman because most of  
their best shots in the 5-2 loss 
were just at-’em bombs. 

“When we did hit it, we hit 
it hard, right to them. They 
didn’t have to move to make 
a play,” Bears Head Coach 
Drew Hackney lamented after 
the game. “We couldn’t find a 
hole.”

The Bears finished 0-3 in the 
eight-team Southern Alamance 

Patriots 25th Annual Easter 
Softball Tournament, drop-
ping to 8-6 on the season. They 
lost 2-1 to Wayne Christian of  
Goldsboro on Friday night, 
and were edged 13-12 by South 
Granville on Saturday after-
noon after the early morning 
loss to Randleman.

It was the first tournament 
Chatham Central played in 
this season, and each team 
was guaranteed to play three 
games. The Bears were a 
last-minute entry after another 
school dropped out, and they 
were the only 1A team com-
peting among 2A, 3A and 4A 
squads. 

“It’s one of  those games 
where you just weren’t meant 
to win,” Hackney said after 
the loss to Randleman. Run-
ners were picked off base and 
caught stealing, ground con-
ditions led to throwing errors, 
the team’s best pitcher wasn’t 
available to take the mound, 
the catcher was playing hurt 
and what looked to be a home 
run was declared a ground-
rule double.

“We were just trying to make 
something happen,” Hackney 
said of  the base-running back-
fires. He was concerned that 

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Chatham Central head coach Drew Hackney (in red) 
addresses his team during a pause in the game during the 
Bears’ 5-2 loss to the Randleman Tigers last Saturday.See EASTER, page B3

How a 2-year hiatus, canceled 1st season 
only made the Chatham Chaos stronger

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

BRIAR CHAPEL — 
The first time they dug 
their tires into the dirt at 
Browns Creek, they had 
no idea it’d be the last.

After all, it was the 
Chatham County Chaos’ 
first official race as a 
team on March 8, 2020, 
one sanctioned by the 
National Interscholas-
tic Cycling Association 
(NICA) and its North Car-
olina branch, the North 
Carolina Interscholastic 
Cycling League (NCICL), 
to kick off its spring 
mountain biking season.

The bright-eyed 
student-athletes, with 
participants from both 
middle and high school, 
rode with the expectation 
that there’d be plenty of  
races left.

Then, COVID-19 hap-
pened.

It tore through the 
cycling world just as it 
did any other — races 
were canceled, restric-
tions were imposed and 
seasons were over. Just 
like that.

“We were honestly just 
trying to keep the team 
together through the pan-
demic because there were 
a lot of  restrictions to 
keep kids and the coaches 
safe,” said Michael Cla-
mann, an assistant coach 
for the Chaos.

The NCICL canceled 
the remainder of  its 2020 
race season, followed by 
another announcement 
in November 2020 that 
it’d be canceling the en-
tirety of  its 2021 season, 
too.

For two years, all the 
Chaos could do was 
practice.

But 742 days after its 
inaugural race, on March 
20 of  this year, the Chaos 
stepped onto that same 
course at Browns Creek 

alongside 42 other middle 
school teams, where 
they earned 1,971 points 
across nine races to take 
first place as a team.

A couple of  years of  
nothing but practice 
— and the occasional 
non-NCICL race for some 
of  their more experi-
enced athletes — clearly 
paid off.

“That was great, but 
there was something kind 
of  bigger (about that win) 
because two years ago, 
the entire league got shut 
down all of  a sudden and 
we didn’t get to finish our 
season,” Clamann said. 
“Yes, it’s important to 
watch the winners and 
their celebrations were 
great, but I think a lot of  
people were just so happy 
we were doing it again.”

The origin
The Chaos were found-

ed in 2019, when coaches 
from the Carolina Crush-
ers — a large composite 
team in Chapel Hill and 
Carrboro — split to form 
a number of  different 
teams, including the Cha-
os, started by a group of  
coaches and student-ath-

letes from the area.
While some teams are 

formed out of  specific 
middle schools and high 
schools, including those 
at Chapel Hill High 
School, East Chapel Hill 
High School and even 
Hope Middle School in 
Pitt County, composite 
teams are made up of  
athletes from a larger 
area or region.

It’s safe to say that the 
Chaos are a Chatham 
County melting pot.

The 21 student-athletes 
on this year’s squad 
represent a variety 
of  schools across the 
county, including Silk 
Hope (Siler City), George 
Moses Horton Middle 
(Pittsboro), Margaret B. 
Pollard Middle (Pitts-
boro), Jordan-Matthews 
(Siler City), Northwood 
(Pittsboro) and Woods 
Charter (Chapel Hill).

“In Chatham, because 
we’re new and we’re 
growing, we’re more 
spread out,” said Karin 
Clamann, the mother of  
Nicole Clamann, one of  
the Chaos’ top racers, and 
wife of  Michael Clamann. 
“Our team stretches the 

whole county. … Our 
hope is to grow and get 
kids across the county 
interested in us and know 
that we exist, basically.”

The team’s student-ath-
letes are not just rep-
resentative of  different 
towns across the county, 
but also of  different skill 
and experience levels.

Some athletes on the 
team are there to com-
pete in races, while oth-
ers aren’t. And no matter 
an athletes’ past experi-
ence, there’s always room 
for them to race if  they’re 
interested. The Clamanns 
said that’s one reason 
why the team’s special.

“The nice thing about it 
is that there’s no pres-
sure to race, that’s not 
what the team is about,” 
said Michael Clamann. 
“It’s more about getting a 
bunch of  kids together to 
have fun mountain biking 
and the races are op-
tional, but the races are 
also open to anybody, so 
anyone on the team — no 
matter how long they’ve 
been riding — is allowed 
to race if  they want to.”

SHIFTING INTO GEAR

Photo courtesy of Deborah Hage

Chatham Chaos middle-school racer Nicole 
Clamann bounds down the course at Browns 
Creek on March 20, where she won the Middle 
School Girls A race with a time of 35:23.95. 
Clamann was a member of the Chaos’ inaugural 
2019-20 team and is now one of their top riders.See CHAOS, page B4

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

The Chatham County Chaos mountain biking team poses for a photo during a practice at Briar Chapel on April 9.
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This week’s schedule and last week’s results
BY VICTOR HENSLEY

News + Record Staff

This week will be a 
little slow thanks to 
CCS spring break — 
keeping most teams 
from Chatham Central, 
Jordan-Matthews, North-
wood and Seaforth off the 
field/pitch/track. How-
ever, Chatham Charter 
and Woods Charter still 
have plenty of  action this 
week, including games 
from the Wolves’ unbeat-
en women’s soccer team 
(8-0-2) and the Knights’ 
high-scoring baseball 
team (8-2). Here’s this 
week’s schedule and last 
week’s results.

THIS WEEK

Wednesday, April 20
Tennis: Chatham 

Charter men at Central 
Tar Heel 1A Conference 
Tournament, 1 p.m.

Golf: Woods Charter 
men vs. Research Tri-
angle, Cornerstone, 3:30 
p.m.

Soccer: Chatham Char-
ter women vs. Triangle 
Math & Science, 4:30 p.m.

Baseball: Chatham 
Central vs. Union Pines 
(CCHS Easter Tourna-
ment), 5 p.m.

Softball: Chatham 
Charter vs. Southern 
Wake, 5 p.m.

Baseball: Seaforth at 
Hillside, 6 p.m.

Baseball: Chatham 
Charter at Bethany Com-
munity, 7 p.m.

Thursday, April 21
Baseball: Chatham 

Central vs. TBA (CCHS 
Easter Tournament), 
time TBA

Tennis: Chatham Char-
ter men at Central Tar 
Heel 1A Conference Tour-
nament (Day 2), 2 p.m.

Baseball: Chatham 
Charter at Southern 
Wake, 5:30 p.m.

Softball: Chatham 
Charter at Southern 
Wake, 5:30 p.m.

Soccer: Woods Charter 
women vs. Eno River, 6 
p.m.

Soccer: Northwood 
women at Southern Lee, 
7 p.m.

Friday, April 22
Soccer: Chatham Char-

ter women at NC Leader-
ship Academy, 6 p.m.

Track & Field: North-
wood at Mt. Tabor, 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 23
No events scheduled.

LAST WEEK

Monday, April 11
Tennis: The Chatham 

Charter men were swept 
by the North Moore Mus-
tangs, 9-0, at home. 

Tennis: The Northwood 
men defeated the Western 
Alamance Warriors, 7-2, 
to improve to 8-5 on the 
season (8-2 in the Central 
3A conference). Winning 
singles matches for the 
Chargers were junior Jio 
Sumogod (6-3, 7-5), senior 
Tate Clark (6-3, 6-3), 
senior Mason Erman (6-2, 
6-1), junior Ragul Ramesh 
(6-0, 6-1) and junior Ben 
Starling (6-0, 6-1), while 
the duos of  Clark/Erman 
(8-2) and Ramesh/senior 
Cole Murray (8-0) won 
their doubles matches.

Tennis: The Chatham 
Central men defeated the 
Graham Red Devils, 6-3, 
at home to improve to 
4-6 on the season (3-5 in 
the Mid-Carolina 1A/2A 
conference). Winning 
singles matches for the 
Bears were sophomore 
Jacob Gilliland (6-0, 6-1), 
senior Landon Hackney 
(6-4, 6-1), sophomore 
Charlie Thomas (6-3, 6-3) 
and sophomore Jonaven 
Martin (6-2, 6-2), while 
the duos of  Gilliland/
Hackney (8-1) and Mar-
tin/Thomas (8-5) won 
their doubles matches.

Tennis: The Seaforth 
men downed the Jor-
dan-Matthews Jets, 7-2, 
on the road to improve 
to 8-3 on the season 
(and stay perfect in the 
Mid-Carolina 1A/2A con-

ference at 6-0). Winning 
singles matches for the 
Hawks were sophomore 
Walker Magrinat (6-1, 
6-0), sophomore Felton 
Burleigh (6-0, 6-3), fresh-
man Henry McFall (6-1, 
6-2) and freshman Broden 
Jones (6-3, 6-2), while the 
duos of  Burleigh/Magri-
nat (8-4), Jones/freshman 
Matthew Bowser (8-2) 
and sophomore Shivam 
Patel/sophomore Logan 
Ching (8-5) all won their 
doubles matches.

Track & Field: The Jor-
dan-Matthews Jets host-
ed a meet in Siler City 
against Chatham Cen-
tral, along with Father 
Vincent Capodanno High 
School and North Moore, 
where the Jets took first 
place in both the men’s 
(86 points) and wom-
en’s (94 points) events. 
Meanwhile, the Bears 
took fourth place in the 
men’s events (26 points) 
and second place in the 
women’s events (64.5 
points). Winning their 
respective men’s events 
for the Jets and Bears 
were Jets senior Calvin 
Schwartz (boys 100-me-
ter dash, 11.66; boys 
200-meter dash, 24.41), 
Jets sophomore Marvin 
Herrea (boys 1,600-me-
ter run, 5:55.01), Jets 
sophomore Emir Vargas 
(boys 300-meter hurdles, 
46.91), Jets junior Aiden 
Harrison (boys 800-meter 
dash, 2:24.95) and Jets 
senior Pedro Artites 
(boys 3,200-meter run, 
12:42.60), while the Jets 
also took first place in 
the Boys 4x800-meter 
relay (9:59.99),  Boys 
4x100-meter relay (47.56) 
and Boys 4x400-meter 
relay (3:50.50). Winning 
their respective women’s 
events for the Jets and 
Bears were Jets fresh-
man Ariana Harris (girls 
100-meter hurdles, 20.28), 
Jets junior Baldwin 
Jaylyn (girls 100-meter 
dash, 13.87), Bears junior 
Samantha Scott (girls 
1,600-meter run, 6:20.40), 
Jets freshman Rachel 
Woods (girls 400-meter 
dash, 1:05.15; girls long 
jump, 15-11.00), Jets fresh-
man Sadessa Green (girls 
200-meter dash, 30.09), 
Jets sophomore Damise-
la Rivera (girls discus 
throw, 66-10), Bears fresh-
man Mattie Caviness 
(girls shot put, 25-10.00), 
Bears senior Carleigh 
Gentry (girls triple jump, 
30-08.00) and Bears junior 
Kailey Green (girls high 
jump, 4-10.00), while the 
Jets took home first in 
the Girls 4x800-meter 
relay (12:56.87), Girls 
4x100-meter relay (54.38) 
and Girls 4x400-meter 
relay (4:44.97) and the 
Bears took first in the 
Girls 4x200-meter relay 
(1:59.06).

Lacrosse: The North-
wood men suffered a loss 
to the Chapel Hill Tigers, 
12-6, at home to fall to 
10-4 on the season.

Soccer: The Seaforth 
women earned a strong 
win over the Cummings 
Cavaliers, 4-1, to improve 
to 7-3 on the season (3-2 in 
the Mid-Carolina 1A/2A 
conference).

Soccer: The Woods 
Charter women shut out 
the River Mill Jaguars, 
6-0, to stay unbeaten on 
the year at 8-0-2 (5-0 in 
the Central Tar Heel 1A). 
Scoring for the Wolves in 
the victory were sopho-
more Leyla Noronha (2 
goals, 2 assists), junior 
Lucy Miller (2 goals), 
sophomore Taylor Young 
(1 goal) and junior Chloe 
Richard (1 goal).

Soccer: The Northwood 
women suffered an over-
time loss to the Williams 
Bulldogs, 3-2, to fall to 4-8 
on the season (2-4 in the 
Central 3A conference). 
Scoring for the Chargers 
in defeat were sophomore 
Ava Arias and freshman 
Sarah Ann Murrell, each 
with 1 goal.

Baseball: The Jor-
dan-Matthews Jets 
narrowly escaped with 
a win over the Chatham 
Central Bears, 4-1, in 9 

innings.
Baseball: The Chatham 

Charter men clobbered 
the River Mill Jaguars, 
10-0, at home. Leading the 
Knights on the evening 
were sophomore Lucas 
Smith (1-for-2, HR, BB, 
RBI), sophomore Aiden 
Allred (1-for-4, R, 2B, 2 
RBI) and senior Landon 
Hussey (5.0 IP, 2 H, 0 ER, 
BB, 7 K; 2-for-3, RBI).

Tuesday, April 12
Golf: The Chatham 

Charter and Woods 
Charter men competed 
in a match with the River 
Mill Jaguars (first, 183), 
Cornerstone Charter 
Cardinals (second, 186), 
Trinity Bulldogs (third, 
202) and Glover Garden 
Grizzlies (DNP), where 
the Knights didn’t place 
as a team, but the Wolves 
took fourth (252). 

Tennis: The Chatham 
Charter men narrowly 
defeated the River Mill 
Jaguars, 4-3. Winning 
singles matches for the 
Knights were freshman 
Zane Morgan (8-1) and 
freshman Noah Hayhurst 
(8-3), while the duo of  ju-
nior Silas Christenbury/
junior Cameron McMil-
lan (7-5) won its doubles 
match.

Track & Field: The 
Chatham Charter 
Knights participated 
in a meet alongside 
Cornerstone Charter 
(host), Bishop McGuin-
ness and Westchester 
Country Day, where 
they placed second in 
the women’s events (57 
points) and fourth in the 
men’s events (12 points). 
Winning their respec-
tive women’s events for 
the Knights were senior 
Brooke Garner (girls 
triple jump, 33-01.00; 
girls high jump, 4-10.00; 
girls 300-meter hurdles, 
1:05.31) and junior Tama-
ya Walden (girls 100-me-
ter dash, 13.11; girls 
400-meter dash, 1:04.35; 
girls 200-meter dash, 
27.74). The Knights had 
no first-place finishers on 
the men’s side.

Softball:  The Chatham 
Central women crushed 
the Cummings Cava-
liers in both games of  a 
doubleheader, including 
a 19-0 win in Game 1 and 
an 18-1 win in Game 2. 
Leading the Bears in 
Game 1 were sophomore 
Cassie McKeithan (2-for-
2, 2 HR, 3 R, BB, 4 RBI), 
senior Taylor Poe (2-for-
2, 2B, 3B, 3 R, BB), senior 
Gracie Gaines (1-for-1, 
3B, 2 R, BB, 2 RBI) and 
senior Ashley Roberts 
(2.2 IP, 0 H, 0 ER, 5 K). 
Leading the Bears in the 
Game 2 win were senior 
Taylor Poe (3-for-3, 3B, 
HR, 3 R, 4 RBI), sopho-
more Cassie McKeithan 
(2-for-3, HR, 2 R, 2 RBI), 
sophomore Kelsey Hus-
sey (2-for-2, 3B, HR, 3 R, 
2 RBI) and senior Ashley 
Roberts (2.0 IP, 0 H, 0 ER, 
3 K; 3-for-3, 2B, 3B, 2 R, 
RBI).

Softball: The Chatham 
Charter women defeated 
the Clover Garden Griz-
zlies in a high-scoring 
affair, 13-8, at home. Lead-
ing the Knights in the 
win were senior Olivia 
Cheek (4-for-4, 2B, RBI), 
junior Hailie Edmondson 
(3-for-4, 2B, 3B, BB, 2 R, 
5 RBI; 7.0 IP, 6 H, 4 ER, 
7 BB, 11 K) and senior 
Taylor Jones (2-for-4, 3B, 
R, 2 RBI).

Baseball: The North-
wood men lost in walk-off 
fashion to the Orange 
Panthers in 8 innings, 3-2, 
in a low-scoring game. 
Leading the Chargers on 
the night were freshman 
Kaleb Howell (0-for-3, 
RBI), junior Nate Ortiz 
(1-for-3, R), junior Luke 
Smith (1-for-3, R) and 
junior Zach Barnes (4.0 
IP, 3 H, 0 ER, BB, 2 K).

Baseball: The Seaforth 
men lost to the North 
Moore Mustangs, 9-3, 
to extend their 8-game 
losing streak. Leading the 
Hawks on the night were 
sophomore Dane O’Neill 
(2-for-3, R, BB, RBI), 
freshman Cade Elmore 

(2-for-4, R) and freshman 
Joshua Brown (2-for-3, R).

Softball: The Jor-
dan-Matthews women 
shut out the Graham 
Red Devils, 12-0, at home. 
Leading the Jets on the 
evening were junior 
Macy Beavers (2-for-3, 2B, 
3 R, 3 RBI), sophomore 
Lia Carter (2-for-2, 3B, R, 
2 RBI), sophomore Kor-
byn Kirchner (2-for-3, 3B, 
2 R, RBI) and freshman 
Marcy Clark (4.2 IP, 3 H, 0 
ER, 4 K).

Softball: The North-
wood women lost to the 
Cedar Ridge Fighting Red 
Wolves, 8-4, to fall to 5-11 
on the season (2-7 in the 
Central 3A conference). 
Leading the Chargers 
on the night were senior 
Natalie Bell (3-for-4, 2B, 
R, RBI; 6.0 IP, 7 H, 4 ER, 
5 BB, 2 K) and freshman 
Jasmine Wichowski (2-
for-4, 2 RBI). 

Baseball: The Chatham 
Central men got revenge 
over the Jordan-Mat-
thews Jets, 8-5, after 
suffering an extra-inning 
loss to their rivals on 
Monday. Leading the 
Bears in the win were 
junior Hasten T. Paige 
(4-for-5, R, RBI), senior 
Collin Lagenor (3-for-5, 
2B, R) and sophomore 
Wesley Clewis (4.2 IP, 4 H, 
ER, 3 BB, 6 K).

Wednesday, April 13
Tennis: The Chatham 

Charter men were swept 
by the Clover Garden 
Grizzlies, 9-0, to fall to 
2-10 on the season (2-6 in 
the Central Tar Heel 1A 
conference).

Soccer: The Chatham 
Charter women won 
a close game over the 
River Mill Jaguars, 2-1, 
to improve to 2-5-1 on the 
season (1-3 in the Central 
Tar Heel 1A conference). 
Scoring for the Knights 
were sophomore Alina 
Borchmann and junior 
Tabitha Felch, each with 
1 goal.

Track & Field: The 
Northwood Chargers 
competed in a meet 
alongside Cedar Ridge, 
Western Alamance and 
Williams, where the 
Chargers took second 
place in the women’s 
events (80.5 points) and 
first place in the men’s 
events (115.5 points). 
Winning their respective 
women’s events for the 
Chargers were soph-
omore Rokia Sissoko 
(girls 200-meter dash, 
29.05), senior Emma 
Serrano (12:40.59), senior 
Bentley Brooks (girls 
discus throw, 89-09) 
and sophomore Skylar 
Adams (girls triple jump, 
30-03.50), while they 
also took first in the 
Girls 4x400-meter relay 
(4:51.09). Winning their 
respective men’s events 
for the Chargers were 
junior Ethan Wilson 
(boys 110-meter hur-
dles, 16.81), senior Colin 
Henry (boys 3,200-meter 
run, 10:51.53), freshman 
Gus Fisher (boys shot 
put, 39-06.00) and junior 
Jack Nicholson (boys dis-
cus throw, 119-00; boys 
triple jump, 37-02.00), 
while the Chargers also 
took home first in the 
Boys 4x800-meter relay 
(8:29.18).

Track & Field: The 
Seaforth Hawks compet-
ed in a meet alongside 
the Jordan-Matthews 
Jets, Chatham Central 
Bears and North Moore 
Mustangs, where the 
Hawks took first place 
in both the women’s 
(68 points) and men’s 
(71 points) events. The 
Bears took second place 
in the women’s events 
(47 points) and fourth 
in the men’s events (15 
points), while the Jets 
took third place in the 
women’s events (29 
points) and second in the 
men’s events (46 points). 
Winning their respec-
tive women’s events for 
the Bears, Hawks and 
Jets were Jets freshman 
Rachel Woods (girls 
100-meter dash, 13.34), 
Hawks freshman Gabby 

White (girls 200-meter 
dash, 28.14; girls 400-me-
ter dash, 1:06.54; girls 
long jump, 16-05.00), 
Hawks freshman Claire 
Morgan (girls 800-meter 
run, 2:57.10; girls pole 
vault, 7-03.00), Bears 
junior Samantha Scott 
(girls 1,600-meter run, 
6:23.00), Hawks fresh-
man Juliette VanOlinda 
(girls 100-meter hurdles, 
19,44; girls 300-meter 
hurdles, 56.14), Bears 
junior Kailey Green 
(girls high jump, 4-08.00), 
Bears senior Carleigh 
Gentry (girls triple jump, 
30-04.00), Bears junior 
Livvy Brooks (girls 
discus throw, 71-07.00) 
and Jets junior Made-
lyn Eubanks (girls shot 
put, 26-00.00), while the 
Hawks took first in the 
Girls 4x100-meter relay 
(56.54), the Bears won the 
Girls 4x200-meter relay 
(2:02.10) and the Jets won 
the Girls 4x400-meter 
relay (4:43.10). Winning 
their respective men’s 
events for the Bears, 
Hawks and Jets were 
Hawks sophomore 
Anthony Vesce (boys 
100-meter dash, 11.74; 
boys 200-meter dash, 
24.54), Hawks freshman 
Walter Entrekin (boys 
400-meter dash, 57.04), 
Jets junior Aiden Harri-
son (boys 800-meter run, 
2:22.80), Hawks freshman 
Jack Anstrom (boys 
1,600-meter run, 5:04.30), 
Hawks freshman Mikel 
Kokas (boys high jump, 
4-04.00), Bears senior 
Malachi Moore (boys 
long jump, 19-04.00), 
Hawks sophomore Chris 
Scanlon (boys pole vault, 
6-06.00) and Bears junior 
Austin Reed (boys discus 
throw, 86-02.00), while 
the Bears took first in 
the Boys 4x100-meter 
relay (47.84), the Jets 
won the Boys 4x400-me-
ter relay (3:54.90) and 
the Hawks won the 
Boys 4x800-meter relay 
(9:47.20).

Baseball: The Chatham 
Charter men defeated the 
Clover Garden Griz-
zlies in both games of  a 
doubleheader, including 
a 12-2 thumping in Game 
1 and a close 9-8 nail-biter 
in Game 2.

Baseball: The Seaforth 
men lost their second 
game in a row to the 
North Moore Mustangs, 
5-1, on the road to fall to 
3-11 on the season (0-8 in 
the Mid-Carolina 1A/2A 
conference).

Lacrosse: The North-
wood women earned a 
close, overtime victory 
over the Chapel Hill 
Tigers on the road, 13-12, 
to improve to 9-2 on the 
season. Scoring for the 
Chargers in the win were 
senior Kendall LaBerge 
(6 goals, 1 assist), junior 
Grazi Costa (4 goals), 
sophomore Ryan Tin-
ervin (1 goal), junior 
Mia Collins (1 goal) and 
junior Sophia Cremeans 
(1 goal).

Soccer: The Jor-
dan-Matthews women 
pulled out a win in a 
defensive battle against 
the Graham Red Devils, 
1-0, to improve to 7-2-2 
on the season (7-0 in the 
Mid-Carolina 1A/2A 
conference).

Softball: The Chatham 
Charter women were 

shut out by the Corner-
stone Cardinals, 4-0, to 
fall to 5-7 on the season. 
Senior Taylor Jones was 
the lone Knight with a hit 
in the loss.

Softball: The Jor-
dan-Matthews women 
defeated the North Moore 
Mustangs, 8-3, on the 
road.

Thursday, April 14
Softball: The Chatham 

Central women crushed 
the Jordan-Matthews 
Jets, 8-1, on the road. 
Leading the Bears in the 
win were senior Gracie 
Gaines (3-for-3, 2 R, RBI), 
junior Jaylee Williams 
(1-for-4, 3B, R), senior 
Lindsey Johnson (1-for-1, 
2 RBI) and junior Mary 
Gaines (7.0 IP, 2 H, 0 ER, 
BB, 5 K; 1-for-3, 2B, 2 
RBI).

Friday, April 15
Softball: The Chatham 

Central women lost in 
extra innings, 2-1, to the 
Wayne Christian Eagles 
in the 2022 Southern 
Alamance Easter Tour-
nament.

Baseball: The Jor-
dan-Matthews men were 
thumped by the Trinity 
Bulldogs, 12-2, in the J-M 
Easter Tournament.

Baseball: The North-
wood men were shut out 
by the Orange Panthers, 
5-0, to fall to 10-8 on the 
season (4-6 in the confer-
ence).

Saturday, April 16
Baseball: The North-

wood men were shut out 
by the Pinecrest Patriots, 
5-0, in the Bulldog Invi-
tational, hosted at Terry 
Sanford. Leading the 
Chargers on the day were 
junior Jackson Shaner 
(1-for-1, BB), junior Seth 
Davis (1-for-3) and senior 
Walker Johnson (3.0 IP, 
H, 0 ER).

Baseball: The Jor-
dan-Matthews men were 
shut out by the Lee Coun-
ty Yellow Jackets in the 
J-M Easter Tournament, 
10-0.

Softball: The Chatham 
Central women fell to 
the Randleman Tigers, 
5-2, in the 2022 Southern 
Alamance Easter Tour-
nament.

Softball: The Chatham 
Central women lost a 
close game to the South 
Granville Vikings, 13-12, 
to fall to 0-3 in the 2022 
Southern Alamance 
Easter Tournament. 
All three of  the Bears’ 
losses in the tournament 
came by a combined 5 
runs.

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

CHATHAM COUNTY ATHLETICS RUNDOWN

Check Us 

OUT on

(@chathamnr)

(chathamnewsrecord)

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.
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his team wasn’t playing with 
the intensity needed to come 
back against the Tigers. He 
attributed that to the extra-in-
ning loss to Wayne Christian 
on Friday. “It just took a lot of  
energy out of  us.”

It also sapped him of  his ace 
pitcher, junior Mary Gaines, 
the 2021 All-Yadkin Valley Con-
ference Pitcher of  the Year. She 
pitched last Thursday against 
Jordan Matthews in an 8-1 
conference win, and hurled 8 
innings Friday night, so Hack-
ney rested her on Saturday. 

“I’m not going to let her get 
hurt,” Hackney said. “It’s a 
long season.”

As if  that wasn’t bad enough, 
catcher Lindsey Johnson was 
dealing with a shoulder injury 
after the battle with the Tigers.

“My other catcher is not 
here,” Hackney said. “I just 
asked for volunteers a while 
ago. But we’ll get through it.”

With three conference games 
left on the schedule before the 
conference tournament and 
state playoffs, Hackney said 
he needs to see more consis-
tency from his young squad. 
He starts three seniors, two 
juniors and four sophomores.

“We can be decent, or we can 
be very good,” Hackney said. 
The ups and downs are not for 
lack of  talent. “They’ve just got 
to stay together as a team. We 
just need energy and to stay 
fired up.”

Randleman wasted no time 
jumping out to a 2-0 lead in the 
first inning.

Winning pitcher Camden 
Scott ignited the scoring with 
a leadoff single to center and 
advanced to second on a field-
er’s choice groundout. Center 
fielder Jesslyn Perez smacked 
an RBI single to center, scoring 
Scott, and moved up to second 
on Bears center fielder Ashley 
Roberts’ botched throw to the 
bag that sailed high above the 
infield to home plate. Johnson 
attempted to throw Perez out, 
but the ball soared into center 
field, allowing Perez to scoot all 
the way home.

Hackney blamed the back-
to-back throwing errors on 
wet grass that made the ball 
slippery.

Bears’ first baseman Mary 
Gaines reached first, leading 
off the second inning after 
being hit by a pitch. Starting 

pitcher Cassie McKeithan 
beat out an infield single to 
shortstop, pushing Gaines to 
second base. Katherine Gaines 
reached first safely on a field-
er’s choice to avert a double 
play, and Mary Gaines legged it 
to third, putting runners on the 
corners. 

Katherine Gaines stole 
second, then Johnson beat out 
an RBI infield single, scoring 
Mary Gaines as Katherine 
Gaines advanced to third. 
Roberts laid down a perfect 
sacrifice bunt to plate Kather-
ine Gaines and knot the score 
at 2-2.

Randleman regained the 
lead, 5-2, in the third after 
Scott lashed a hard single to 
center, which shortstop Jordan 
Booker followed with a single 
to center and third baseman 
Mackenzie Roach knocked 
Scott and Booker home with 
a one-out single to right. 
Mackenzie Roach scored when 
shortstop Jaylee Williams 
bobbled a grounder by Tigers 
catcher Emily Roach, and the 
Bears threw the ball around, 
which also allowed Emily 
Roach to go to second. 

The brightest spot for Cha-
tham Central in the inning was 

a nifty double play to extin-
guish the rally. Roberts chased 
down a fly ball to center by 
Tigers first baseman Savannah 
Scott, and threw Emily Roach 
out as she attempted to tag and 
go to third.

Controversy erupted in the 
bottom of  the sixth when Bears 
third baseman Taylor Poe wal-
loped a ball to deep center that 
Perez was unable to catch up 
to. Perez crashed into the fence 
trying to make the grab, but 
the ball landed beyond the ny-
lon netting that was stretching 
backwards under her weight. 
It appeared Poe had a leadoff 
dinger. 

But the bases umpire said 
the ball bounced over the 
fence, calling it a ground-rule 
double. Hackney disputed the 
call to no avail. 

“To me it looked like a home 
run. The girl was against the 
fence, and I don’t see how 
it bounced in if  the girl was 
against the fence,” Hackney 
said.

Poe moved to third on a 
passed ball, and with no outs 
the Bears were stirring. 

But Katherine Gaines flew 
out to first, and Mary Gaines 
popped up to third, where 

Mackenzie Roach looked 
Poe back to the bag. When it 
appeared Roach was throwing 
the ball back to the pitcher, Poe 
had a notion to scurry home, 
but it was a fake pump by 
Roach. Poe was frozen on the 
play, leaning towards home but 
attempting to pivot back to the 
bag. She was tagged out before 
she could get there. 

It was the third time the Bears 
ended an inning on a daring but 
failed base-running play. Wil-
liams got to third on a two-out 
double and error in the fifth, but 
was caught trying to steal home. 
Poe was thrown out trying to 
steal second after drawing a 
walk in the third inning.

The Bears are on spring 
break until April 26, when they 
begin their string of  three-
straight conference games be-
fore the start of  the conference 
tournament. 

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Chatham Central senior Ashley Roberts sprints to first base 
in the Bears’ 5-2 loss to Randleman in the 2022 Southern 
Alamance Easter Tournament last Saturday.

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Chatham Central junior Mary Gaines drives a pitch during 
the 2022 Southern Alamance Easter Tournament last 
Saturday.

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Chatham Central sophomore Cassie McKeithan hits a 
ball over the foul line during the Bears’ 5-2 loss to the 
Randleman Tigers in the 2022 Southern Alamance Easter 
Tournament last Saturday.

EASTER
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Chatham Central senior 
Chloe Fuquay sits in the 
away team dugout watching 
teammates face off against 
the Randleman Tigers last 
Saturday. The Bears saw an 
early morning defeat, 5-2, to 
the Tigers.

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Local Service Directory 
FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

AT YOUR

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

• All General FAB 
    & Welding Repairs

• Muffl  ers, Converters

• Header Installs

• Manifold Repairs

• Custom Pipe          
     Bending



B4   |   Chatham News + Record   |   APRIL 21 - 27, 2022

The Chaos practice 
anywhere from two to 
three times per week — 
typically at Briar Chap-
el in Chapel Hill or at 
another course nearby 
that closely resembles 
the course they’re racing 
at next — where the 
team’s staff of  11 licensed 
coaches splits them into 
groups by ability levels, 
teaching them fundamen-
tals and brand new skills 
to improve their riding 
habits.

Middle school-aged 
athletes make up 81% of  
the team’s total roster, 
with 17 middle schoolers 
outnumbering the team’s 
four high schoolers.

In this year’s group, 
there are nine stu-
dent-athletes returning 
from the original 2019-20 
squad, with the rest being 
brand new to the Chaos, 
a strong sign of  growth 
for such a fresh organi-
zation.

“A lot of  it is really 
word of  mouth between 
the different students,” 
said Michael Clamann. 
“They bring their friends 
on board, but we also 
host efforts through the 
schools, reaching out 
through advertisements 
to get more kids.

“There’s kind of  a push 
every fall, around Oc-
tober, and then we have 
an interest meeting in 
November or December, 
where we’ll get togeth-
er to tell people what 
NICA is and all about 
the team,” he continued. 
“We’ll let anybody sign 
up, it doesn’t matter if  

they’re veteran racers or 
first-time riders. We take 
pretty much anybody 
between 6th grade and 
12th grade.”

With 11 coaches and a 
tight-knit atmosphere, 
the Chaos have been a 
desirable option for any 
Chatham student-athletes 
interested in mountain 
biking since its creation.

Now, the addition of a 
successful racing program 
— aided by the break in 
2020 and 2021 — is just the 
icing on the cake.

The build-up
After the NCICL shut-

down in 2020, the team 
resumed practice follow-
ing the required pause in 
all team activities with 
their own COVID-safe 
guidelines, including 
the phrase, “Foot Down, 
Mask Up,” which meant 
that if  an athlete was ac-
tively riding, they didn’t 
need a face covering, 
which changed once their 
feet hit the ground.

They maintained their 
typical practice sched-
ule, training in smaller 
groups called “pods” 
while also keeping their 
distance from one anoth-
er as much as they could.

“If  you ask the kids, 
I think one of  the most 
important parts to them 
was getting out to be with 
their friends and riding,” 
said Scott Bredenberg, 
who was an assistant 
coach before taking over 
as the team’s head coach 
to start the 2021-22 sea-
son. “The racing wasn’t 
a huge loss to them. … It 
was difficult for the riders 
that wanted to race, so 
that was a challenge, but 
they were still able to 

pick up events outside of  
the league, as well.”

Nicole Clamann, an 8th 
grader, was one of  the 
Chaos riders that chose 
to seek other options to 
get her racing fix in 2021 
while still practicing with 
the team.

“Recently, I think it 
was October of  2020, I 
started training more 
and that opened a lot of  
doors for me,” she said. 
“I joined a junior devel-
opment team in 2021-ish 
and I did my first nation-
al race last year. I’ve been 
doing a lot more cyclo-
cross recently, too.”

Cyclocross is a form 
of  bike racing that takes 
place on variety of  course 
types (pavement, grass, 
dirt trails, etc.) and has 
obstacles that racers 
must avoid, often requir-
ing they dismount and 
remount their bikes to 
get around them.

Over the course of  
2021, Nicole’s training 
significantly improved 
the way she raced, paving 
the way for her hot start 
to the 2021-22 NCICL 
racing season.

In her first two races, 
she finished in the top 
two of  the Middle School 
Girls A division, having 
taken first at Browns 
Creek (35:23.95) and sec-
ond at Salisbury Commu-
nity Park (41:13.85) in the 
season’s second leg on 
April 3.

The same could be 
said for Willie Boynton, 
a 7th grader that’s also 
recently raced at the 
national level in cyclo-
cross and placed third 
in the 7th Grade A Boys 
race at Browns Creek 
(36:46.16) and fourth in 

the same race at Salis-
bury (41:26.09).

But even without 
outside activities, the 
Chaos’ commitment to 
practicing throughout 
the pandemic has worked 
wonders for many of  the 
team’s student-athletes, 
not just Nicole.

“I can think of  a few 
student-athletes in 
particular that we were 
teaching some more 
basic skills early on when 
they were in 6th or 7th 
grade, but now, a few of  
them are challenging me 
as a coach to ride faster 
because they’ve gotten 
that much better,” said 
Bredenberg. “Their skills 
and speed have improved 
so much, partially just 
with growing up, obvious-
ly, but partially because 
they continue to practice 
and stay on the bike both 
inside and outside of  
scheduled practices.”

Gwenyth Williams 
is an example of  that, 
as her first race ever 
came at Browns Creek 
last month, where she 
took first place in the 
8th Grade Girls division 
(22:06.37), followed by a 
second-place finish in the 
same race at Salisbury 
(25:51.05).

“She’s just good,” 
Karin Clamann said of  
of  Williams. “She’s just 
good. She rode her bike 
a lot during COVID and 
was already in shape 
from other sports.”

Through two races 
in the NCICL circuit, 
the Chaos are sitting in 
second place in Middle 
School Division 2, having 
earned 1,971 points in 
Race #1 and 1,924 points 
in Race #2 (placing fourth 

in their division) for a 
total of  3,895 points.

They’re just 28 points 
behind the first-place My-
ers Park Thoroughbreds 
(3,923 points) with three 
races to go, including 
the NCICL State Cham-
pionship on May 22 at 
Farris Memorial Park in 
Mayodan.

‘It’s just so positive’
Race results aside, the 

Chaos are striving to 
follow in NICA’s footsteps 
and create an environ-
ment that’s inclusive, 
fun and welcoming to all 
middle and high-school 
cyclists, according to 
Karin Clamann.

During races, parents 
cheer and ring cowbells 
for other riders as they 
pass by, not just their 
children and their team-
mates.

“Everybody cheers on 
everybody,” said Karin. 
“I’ve noticed that with all 
the cycling our daughter 
has done and it’s definite-
ly true with mountain 
biking. Everybody’s just 
into it.”

At practices, Breden-
berg has encouraged 
some of  the older, more 
experienced riders to be 
leaders for those who 
are just getting started, a 
concept that has not only 
helped the student-ath-
letes get closer to one 
another, but assists in 
building team chemistry.

“We try to always sup-
port each other,” Breden-
berg said. “Once they’re 
out having fun, they’re 
just enjoying their time 
out, so that’s been really 
rewarding to see.”

Nicole Clamann is 
one of  the riders also 

involved in Girls Rid-
ing Together (GRIT), a 
program put forth by 
NICA to “bring more 
girls and women into the 
cycling community to 
close the opportunity gap 
for current and future 
generations,” according 
to NICA’s website.

She became a GRIT 
ambassador after par-
ticipating in some of  the 
program’s earlier events, 
meaning she mentors 
young female riders that 
are new to the sport.

“For me, as a mom, I 
love seeing that there’s 
a lot of  encouragement 
to bring the girls into it, 
too,” Karin said.

“That’s part of  the 
reason why I got involved 
— being biased because 
I have a daughter who’s 
an athlete — was to help 
pave the way for her to 
make sure that there 
aren’t as many barriers,” 
Michael Clamann added. 

Karin praised NICA, 
GRIT and the overall 
atmosphere of  a Chaos 
organization that’s in 
the midst of  its first true 
racing season, giving 
those in Chatham a place 
to practice organized 
mountain biking and pro-
viding parents, coaches 
and athletes alike with 
positive experiences.

“I don’t really ride, so 
for me, it’s the enthusi-
asm, it’s that everybody 
has a role, has a way to 
participate,” she said. 
“It’s just so positive. It’s 
just a really, really good 
thing.”

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.  

Jets go winless in weather-shortened Easter 
Tournament, fall to scorching Bulldogs, Yellow Jackets

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — There were 
a lot of  things working against 
Jordan-Matthews in its Easter 
Tournament over the weekend: 
inclement weather, an im-
pending spring break and the 
occasional fielding mistake, to 
name a few.

However, none may have had 
more of  an impact than their 
opponents’ hot bats.

At times, they were scalding 
as Bulldog and Yellow Jacket 
batters scorched favorable Jets 
pitches into the outfield at an 
alarming rate.

The result? A seemingly 
unavoidable 0-2 finish in the 
team’s holiday tournament 
with blowout losses to the Trin-
ity Bulldogs, 12-2, last Friday 
and the Lee County Yellow 
Jackets, 10-0, on Saturday.

The game’s final day — 
which would have hosted the 
championship game, along 
with the third-place game — 
was canceled on Monday due 
to poor weather, leaving J-M 
without a chance to redeem its 
two losses.

“When we played at (Trini-
ty’s) place, when we beat them, 
they squared some balls up,” 
John Headen, the Jets’ head 
coach, said on Friday after the 
loss to the Bulldogs. “They 
were probably the toughest 
hitters we’ve seen, they just 
didn’t miss.”

In the two Easter games, the 
Jets (7-12) allowed a combined 
20 hits amounting to 22 runs.

Some were the result of  poor 
fielding, others of  fresh pitch-
ers getting their first taste of  
varsity action, but many, many 
more were because Trinity (12-
6) and Lee County (12-7) simply 
couldn’t miss.

And the Jets paid for it.
Both matchups were re-

matches from earlier this 
month, with the Jets falling to 
the Yellow Jackets, 8-2, in San-
ford on April 7 and defeating 
the Bulldogs on the road, 14-7, 
the next day, on April 8.

The Jets’ first bout with 
the Bulldogs was an offensive 
showcase that saw J-M score 
the most runs (14) its had in a 
single game this season — and 
just the third where its scored 
double-digit runs.

The rematch, however, 
couldn’t have been more oppo-
site, with the Jets scoring just a 

pair of  runs as the team’s bats 
failed to get in a rhythm.

You can’t say they didn’t try, 
however.

To open the bottom of  the 
first inning, the Jets got two 
doubles from its first three 
batters, with sophomore Ian 
McMillan knocking a lead-off 
double to left field, followed by 
a left-field RBI two-bagger from 
Carson Whitehead just two bat-
ters later, scoring Whitehead 
and tying the game at 1 apiece.

After sophomore starting 
pitcher Kelton Fuquay walked, 
junior Conner Martin came up 
and sliced a pitch to third base. 
It bounced into shallow left 
field and scored Whitehead to 
give the Jets a 2-1 advantage.

Despite an electric offensive 
showing to start — earning 
three hits and a walk off of  
Bulldogs starter Landen Mos-
ley before Trinity recorded two 
outs — that’d be the last time a 
Jets baserunner touched home 
plate for the rest of  the tourna-
ment.

From there, J-M had just 
one more inning with at least 
two baserunners, which came 
in the second after an error in 
left field gave freshman Quinn 
Woolford a spot at first, fol-

lowed by a fielder’s choice that 
forced him out at second base.

Instead, the Jets couldn’t 
capitalize anytime one of  them 
reached base for the remain-
der of  the game. In the fourth, 
Woolford reached second base 
with two outs after a single 
turned into two bases following 
another error in left field, but 
sophomore Christopher Ray 
struck out in the next at-bat to 
end the inning.

Then, after McMillan walked 
to lead off the fifth inning, 
junior Jackson Headen hit into 
a double-play that left the Jets 
with two outs and nobody on.

While there was often con-
tact made by the Jets’ batters, 
the ball mostly landed directly 
in the glove of  Trinity out-
fielders and rarely turned into 
positive, momentum-swinging 
plays.

“We put some balls in play,” 
Headen said, referring to the 
Jets striking out just three 
times against the Bulldogs. 
“We’ve been pretty bad to 
strike out, so we were able to 
put some balls in play and I 
was pleased with that.”

Trinity took the lead in the 
second inning, 3-2, after a 
well-hit single from sophomore 

Jacob Proctor scored freshman 
Ethan Willard to tie it, then a 
stolen base and advance on a 
passed ball allowed Proctor to 
get to third and then promptly 
score on a sacrifice fly from 
senior Cole Mince.

But after a pair of  three-up, 
three-down innings by Fuquay 
— including the fourth, where 
he struck out the side — it all 
came crashing down for the 
Jets.

The Bulldogs benefitted from 
a lead-off triple from Mince, 
followed by a sacrifice fly 
from junior Landon Mowery 
that gave Trinity a 4-2 lead. 
Then came a double from 
senior Siler Parrish, knocking 
Fuquay out of  the game after 
4.0 innings pitched.

In came Woolford to pitch 
for the first time in his varsity 
career.

He struggled to find his 
control, walking the first two 
batters to load the bases, then 
allowed a two-RBI double from 
junior Cade Hill to score two 
runners and give the Bulldogs 
a 6-2 advantage and effectively 
end the game.

He managed to get just one 
batter out on a sacrifice fly, 
making the game 7-2, before 
walking another and being 
switched out for Jackson 
Headen.

Despite his mistakes, John 
Headen appeared impressed 
with the way Woolford threw 
on the mound in his varsity 
debut. It wasn’t perfect, but 
freshmen pitching for the first 
time often aren’t.

“He was a freshman getting 
to come up. He’s been battling 
some stuff and he got to get on 
the mound tonight and get his 
feet wet,” John Headen said. 
“He can play ball. You’ve got 
to get that first little shock and 
stuff out and that’s a good team 
to do it against. They didn’t 
really swing it on him, he just 
has to find the strike zone in 
the game, that’s a little differ-
ent.”

By the time the Jets finally 
made it out of  the fifth inning, 
they trailed 9-2. 

And, after a three-run sixth 
that included a double from 
Parrish and an RBI triple from 
Mosley — followed by a score-
less sixth from J-M — that was 
that. The Bullodgs had won in 
six innings.

John Headen chalked up a 
majority of  the loss to poor de-

fense, which he said also made 
Fuquay’s outing look worse 
than it should have.

“We could have made plays 
behind (Fuquay),” John Head-
en said. “It might have gotten 
him into a better rhythm.

“They hit into one of  our 
weaknesses: fly balls,” he 
added. “We didn’t get a lot of  
ground balls today. When we 
did, if  we would have made 
those plays, then it would have 
been quicker. … It just seemed 
like we were dropping balls 
everywhere, not even in play, 
just when they’re nonchalantly 
throwing the ball.”

He also said that he won-
dered if  the team’s upcoming 
spring break — which began 
on Friday — was to blame for a 
lack of  focus.

“It was just a lack of  energy, 
a lack of  maturity,” John Head-
en said. “That’s a good ballclub 
that we played tonight and 
they were coming off of  spring 
break, so I’m sure they’re not 
playing as crisp as they’d like 
to be either, but we were just 
very immature with the way 
we handled ourselves from top 
to bottom. It’s like our spring 
break had just started and we 
weren’t here.”

Despite the team’s three-
game losing streak, hiccups 
against the Bulldogs and 
Yellow Jackets and third-place 
position in the Mid-Carolina 
1A/2A conference right now, 
the Jets have a postseason spot 
waiting for them.

North Moore (6-0 in confer-
ence) and Chatham Central (5-
3) are sitting ahead of  J-M (5-3) 
in the standings, but with them 
both being 1A schools, the Jets 
are still the top 2A team in the 
Mid-Carolina, meaning they’re 
likely to get a postseason bid 
over Bartlett Yancey (2-4) and 
Seaforth (0-8).

“We’re coming off of  five 
games in seven days and one 
of  them locked us into the 
playoffs and that was our goal 
and we hit that,” John Headen 
said. “This is what it feels like 
to play in the playoffs. And 
because those teams are good, 
you’ve got to be able to handle 
these guys. So far, both of  these 
tests, they’ve fallen short, but 
it could really be the fatigue.”

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Frezeal33.  

EASTER BASEBALL

CHAOS
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Jordan-Matthews junior Jackson Headen swings at a pitch 
in the Jets’ 10-0 loss to the Lee County Yellow Jackets on 
the second day of the J-M Easter Tournament last Saturday.
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Will Smith’s slap was heard all the way to China, where 
the actor is loved and ... humor is, well, different

BY BUCK RYAN & LEI 
JIAO

Special to the News + 
Record Staff

Journalism professor 
Buck Ryan in Kentucky 
and English lecturer Lei 
Jiao in Wuhan, Chi-
na, are back pursuing 
cross-cultural under-
standing through current 
events — this time the 
Hollywood smack heard 
‘round the world.

“Hello, Lei! Can you 
hear me? I know you are 
7,767 miles away.”

“Yes, Buck, I hear you.”
“Did you hear about 

Will Smith slapping Chris 
Rock?”

“Yes, Buck, I could 
hear the smack clearly 
myself.”

“What do you think?”
“Oh, Buck, it’s just so 

sad for everyone con-
cerned.”

“Can you imagine 
something like that play 
out on CCTV?”

“No, it’s unimaginable. 
But I know some Chinese 
people, like me, who 
would like to teach Chris 
Rock a lesson.”

“Why’s that?”
“Well, Buck, in 2016 

when Chris was the 
Oscars host he took a 
cheap shot at Asians. It 
wasn’t a one-liner — like 
the one he fired at Will’s 
wife, Jada Pinkett Smith. 
It was a well-orchestrated 
slap.”

“You’ll have to remind 
me, Lei.”

“Chris said he was 
going to introduce the 
‘hard-working’ accoun-
tants for the firm Price-
waterhouseCoopers 
who tabulated the Oscar 
ballots. Then he called 
up three Asian children 
on stage. They were an 
8-year-old girl and two 
little boys dressed in 
tuxedos; they were all 
holding briefcases.”

“Oh my.”
“Chris gave the kids 

the names Ming Zhu, Bao 
Ling and David Moskow-
itz, then he doubled down 
by saying, ‘If  anybody’s 
upset about that joke, just 
tweet about it on your 
phone that was also made 
by these kids.’”

“Oh, Lei, get me the 
child labor law police on 
the horn!”

“And, Buck, that was 
the year following the 
protest over a lack of  

diversity. Remember the 
hashtag #OscarsSoW-
hite?”

“Yes, I do. So what was 
the reaction?”

“Asian Hollywood 
types filed a protest letter, 
Twitter heated up, but 
that was about it. You 
know, Chris Rock stepped 
in it again with Asian 
people on slap night, 
right?”

“No, what happened?”
“Well, after he amaz-

ingly regained his 
composure, he turned 
to introduce the winner 
of  the Oscar for best 
documentary. It was 
‘Summer of  Soul’ with di-
rector Ahmir ‘Questlove’ 
Thompson.”

“Yes.”
“Except Rock said the 

winners were ‘Questlove 
and four white guys.’”

“No.”
“Buck, one of  the pro-

ducers was Joseph Patel, 
an Indian American. He 
was furious.”

“Sorry to hear that, 
Lei.”

“We’re used to it, Buck. 
We Asians just take those 
slaps and move on.”

“Sadly, that’s not the 

case for the Will Smith 
slap. That story keeps go-
ing and going and going.”

“Yes, Buck, as you 
woke Americans like to 
say, ‘There’s a lot there to 
unpack.’”

“I’ll say, Lei.”
“Didn’t somebody even 

blame Trump?”
“Yes, Lei, more than 

one somebody!”
“Well, Buck, if  there’s 

one big difference be-
tween our two countries, 
it’s that you have a black-
and-white race relations 
problem that can make 
a complex issue look 
Byzantine.”

“So what’s the view in 
China?”

“Oh let’s see, Buck. It 
will take a minute for me 
to analyze the thoughts 
of  1.4 billion people.”

“Sorry, Lei. Let me try 
again: Do you see any 
online support for Will 
Smith?”

“Yes, for two reasons: 
one, his great popularity, 
especially for his movie 
‘The Pursuit of  Happy-
ness,’ and two, a high loy-
alty to family combined 
with a low tolerance for 
insult comedy.”

“Hmm, tell me more.”
“Will Smith is a big star 

in China, and he’s been 
quite active on Chinese 
social media platforms 
like Weibo and Douyin 
for years.”

“Wait, Lei, Weibo is like 
Facebook and Twitter 
combined, right?”

“Correct.”
“And both Facebook 

and Twitter are blocked 
in China, right?”

“Right again. Will 
Smith’s apology state-
ment to Chris Rock was 
posted in Chinese on 
Weibo simultaneously 
with the English-lan-
guage version posted on 
Will’s Facebook page 
with its 111,657,102 fol-
lowers.”

“That’s 111 million 
followers, you say?”

“Yes, Buck, give or take 
a half  million.”

“Wow. So what is Dou-
yin?”

“That’s TikTok, Buck.”
“Oh, I see. So Will 

Smith and his people 
have spent a lot of  time 
and effort creating a posi-
tive image in China.”

“Right, Buck. He’s 
burnished a good father/

family man persona. Peo-
ple here are still inspired 
by him.”

“And what about sup-
port for Chris Rock?”

“Yes, there’s support 
for Chris, too. As much 
as some people might 
want to smack him, or 
do something worse to a 
comedian — not laugh at 
his jokes — they draw the 
line at physical violence.”

“Lei, there must be a 
wise ancient expression 
to share about that.”

“Yes, Buck, as Con-
fucius once said, ‘Sticks 
and stones may break 
my bones, but names will 
never hurt me.’”

“LOL. You’re too much, 
Lei.”

”An idiom that many 
Chinese people know 
translates to something 
like, ‘A gentleman uses 
his tongue but not his 
fists’ or ‘A man of  honor 
reasons things out 
and does not resort to 
force.’”

“Anything from the 
‘Art of  War’? It looks like 
the Smith-Rock feud dat-
ed back to at least those 
same Oscars in 2016, 
when Chris Rock made 
another crack about Will 
and Jada.”

“Yes, Sun Tzu’s advice 
was to subdue the enemy 
without fighting — to win 
without going to battle.”

“Thanks, Lei.”
“Buck, for all the deep 

issues wrapped up in the 
slap, there’s one question 
that intrigues me.”

“What’s that?”
“What’s funny?”
“Oh, Lei, I know 

enough about China to 
say that’s one thing that 
divides us — the Great 
Wall of  Humor.”

“Right, Buck. The 
closest thing we have to 
the Oscars as a national 
telecast is CCTV’s New 
Year’s Gala. And, frankly, 
the jokes and skits are 
really not that funny.”

“So who do you think is 
funny, Lei?”

“The G.O.A.T. for me is 
George Carlin.”

“Now that’s funny. 
Why?”

“He was a linguist, 
a philosopher and a 
comedian, all rolled into 
one — and a trailblazer, 
too. I’m a fan of  political 
satire, so he was my go-
to guy.”

“Carlin, of  course, 
made a name for himself  
in 1972 with his ‘Seven 

Words You Can Never 
Say on Television’ mono-
logue.”

“Well, Buck, in China 
there’s three topics in 
the Forbidden City of  
Laughs: politics, people 
with disabilities, and 
sex.”

“Oh, you don’t say.”
“That’s why so many 

Chinese people like 
watching ‘Saturday Night 
Live’ — that’s how they 
get their political news 
about the U.S. and laugh 
at raunchy jokes.”

“Oh gee.”
“Buck, I remember one 

SNL skit that was an epi-
logue to ‘It’s a Wonderful 
Life.’ I can still picture 
actors smacking Old Man 
Potter in his wheelchair. 
Nothing’s off limits.”

“Or so it seems, Lei.”
“You know, Buck, 

there’s another ancient 
expression that comes to 
mind: ‘There’s no such 
thing as bad publicity.’”

“Wait, Lei, that was P.T. 
Barnum!”

“Yes, Buck, and P.T. 
would have loved to cash 
in on the Smith-Rock Cir-
cus. Did you see what’s 
happening to the $40 
tickets for Chris Rock’s 
shows?”

“Yes, The Hollywood 
Reporter and CNBC are 
reporting that the asking 
prices for resale tickets 
on StubHub range from 
$444 per ticket to $1,705.”

“Slap-dab, Buck! That’s 
capitalism for you.”

About the authors: Buck 
Ryan, a University of  
Kentucky journalism 
professor, and Lei Jiao, an 
English lecturer at Wuhan 
University of  Technology, 
Hubei Province, China, 
collaborate on articles to 
advance cross-cultural 
understanding. Ryan, 
who is doing a “partici-
patory case study” of  the 
News + Record, has been 
a visiting scholar at three 
universities in China, 
including Jiao’s WUT.

Here’s the link to read 
their last current events 
exchange, “Asians sue 
UNC over admissions, as 
universities in China deal 
with affirmative action, 
too”:

https://www.cha-
thamnewsrecord.com/
stories/asians-sue-unc-
over-admissions-as-uni-
versities,12699

Screenshot

Will Smith’s apology statement appeared simultaneously on his Facebook 
page and on Weibo, China’s combination of Facebook and Twitter, both of 
which are blocked by the Chinese government. 

THE SLAP

SDA Bio cancels plans for 
Pittsboro facility

PITTSBORO — A company that 
makes ingredients used in vaccines has 
scrapped plans to build a research and 
laboratory space at Deegan Drive.

SDA Bio purchased a .4-acre tract of  
land in March 2020 for a facility, accord-
ing to a report in the Triangle Business 
Journal, but notified town officials in 

February it had abandoned the plans.
TBJ said SDA Bio’s Shawn Zhang wrote 

a letter to notify the town about the change 
on Feb. 23 and to seek reimbursement from 
Pittsboro for $23,073.50 worth of develop-
ment fees the company had put into the 
site. Pittsboro’s Board of Commissioners 
approved the reimbursement March 28.

Zhang’s letter provided no reason for 
the change in plans.

—CN+R staff reports
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Chatham Development Briefing 2022 
 

April 26, 2022  |  8:30am - 10:30am 
 

Chatham County Agriculture & Conference Center 
1192 US-64 BUS, Pittsboro, NC 27312 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 

Network with 200 – 300 attendees from all areas of business.  

Hear the latest in development news for Chatham County. 

 
 
 

The Chatham Development Briefing is sponsored by… 
 

Presenting Sponsor:  Mountaire Farms 
 
Gold Sponsors: Adcock Real Estate Services, Atlantic Power Solutions, 
Cambridge Hills Assisted Living, Twin Rivers Independent Senior Living,  
Hobbs Architects, Chatham Park , MOSAIC, Bold Companies, Samet Corporation, 
Edward Jones - Chatham County Financial Advisors: :      Chad Virgil,  Sharon Dickens, Lee 
Shanklin,  Kathy Brommage, Laura Clapp, Eric Williams,  Kevin Maley, Jessica 
Villagrana 

 
Silver Sponsors:   AT&T, Carolina Meadows, Carolina Tiger Rescue, First Bank, 
Central Electric Membership Corporation, Summit Design and Engineering 
Services, Coldwell Banker HPW New Homes & Land, Central Carolina Hospital, 
WithersRavenel, Sanford Contractors, Randolph Communications 
 

8:30am: Full Breakfast & Networking          
8:55am: Development Briefing begins                       
10:30am: Briefing ends  
  Stay till 11:00am for coffee, a danish & networking 
 

Register at: www.ccucc.net/event-registration 
 

Admission: $35 Chamber Members | $40 Non-Members 
 

Questions? Contact the Chatham Chamber of Commerce. 
cindyp@ccucc.net - 919-742-3333 | cheryll@ccucc.net - 984-265-9172 
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Chatham farmers should watch for signs of 
avian flu in chickens, turkeys, and other poultry
From the Chatham County Public 

Health Department

PITTSBORO — The N.C. Dept. of  
Agriculture & Consumer Services 
(NCDA&CS) is warning all farmers to 
prepare for a highly pathogenic avian 
influenza (HPAI), or avian flu, after 
nine different flocks of  turkeys and 
broilers have tested positive for the 
virus.

As such, the Chatham County Public 
Health Department is asking all Cha-
tham County farmers and bird owners 
to take precautions with their animals 
to protect them from this highly con-
tagious flu. The virus can be spread in 
many ways, including coughing, sneez-
ing and feces from bird to bird. It can 

also be carried to and from flocks on 
clothing, boots and equipment. Some of  
the warning signs for avian flu include:

• Reduced energy, decreased appe-
tites, and/or decreased activity

• Lower egg production and/or soft-
shelled or misshapen eggs

• Swelling of  the head, eyelids, comb, 
and wattles

• Purple discoloration of  the wattles, 
comb, and legs

• Difficulty breathing, runny nares 
(nose), and/or sneezing

• Twisting of  the head and neck, 
stumbling, falling down, tremors, and/
or circling

• Greenish diarrhea
To ensure that the virus does not 

spread to humans, avian flu is a report-

able disease by law. If  your birds are 
sick or dying, report it right away. This 
is one of  the most important things you 
can do to keep HPAI from spreading. To 
make a report, call your local veterinar-
ian or the N.C. State Veterinary Office 
at 919-707-3250. 

This type of  HPAI virus is consid-
ered a low risk to people according to 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention. There are no cases to date 
of  this strain of  HPAI infecting a per-
son. The virus is also not considered a 
food safety threat and infected birds do 
not enter the food supply. All properly 
cooked poultry products are safe to 
consume. 

For local inquiries regarding poul-
try-based issues, please contact Ag 

Extension Agent Kristina Britt at the 
NC Cooperative Extension - Chatham 
County Center at kristina_britt@
ncsu.edu or 919-542-8242. Inquiries 
can also be made to Jonas Asbill, 
Poultry Area Specialized Agent, at 
jonas_asbill@ncsu.edu. For additional 
resources on HPAI from NC Cooper-
ative Extension, please visit https://
poultry.ces.ncsu.edu/2022/02/high-
ly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-educa-
tional-resources/.

To learn more about the avian flu 
and its current status in North Car-
olina, visit www.ncagr.gov/avianflu. 
To learn more about the Chatham 
County Public Health Department, 
visit www.chathamcountync.gov/pub-
lichealth.

STATE ADVISORY

CCS’ music education program gets national 
honor for 4th year in a row

From Chatham County 
Schools

PITTSBORO — For the 
fourth year running, Chatham 
County Schools has been 
honored with the Best Com-
munities for Music Education 
designation from The NAMM 
Foundation for its outstanding 
commitment to music educa-
tion.

Now in its 23rd year, the Best 
Communities for Music Edu-
cation designation is awarded 
to districts that demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in 
efforts to provide music access 
and education to all students. 

To qualify for the Best Com-
munities designation, Chatham 
County Schools answered 
detailed questions about fund-
ing, graduation requirements, 
music class participation, 
instruction time, facilities, 
support for the music program 
and community music-making 
programs. Responses were 
verified with school officials 
and reviewed by The Music 

Research Institute at the Uni-
versity of  Kansas.

“The arts are a fundamen-
tal part of  what we want our 
students to experience during 
their time with Chatham Coun-
ty Schools and beyond,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Anthony 
Jackson. “Our district’s music 
programs are outstanding, and 
ones we hope to continue to 
grow in the years to come.”

Sharon Allen, lead arts 
teacher at Chatham County 
Schools in Pittsboro, North 
Carolina, says that for their 
district, “When other pro-
grams in our area did not allow 
singing and playing instru-
ments due to COVID concerns, 

our district administrators 
went before the board of  
education to present the data 
from the NFHS aerosol study 
(National Federation of  State 
High School Associations) 
and demonstrate playing/
singing with adaptive masks 
and instrument bell covers. As 
a result, the board approved 
students singing and playing 
in music classes following 
the recommendations of  the 
aerosol study and provided 
the necessary PPE. I believe 
this action helped maintain 
student enrollments in music 
programs.”

Since the passage of  the 
Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) in 2015 and a stated em-
phasis on a well-rounded edu-
cation, many school districts 
have recommitted to music 
and arts education programs. 
During the pandemic, music 
and arts programs were a vital 
component to keeping stu-
dents engaged in school. ESSA 
provides designated funding 
for well-rounded educational 

opportunities through Title 
IV Part A Student Academic 
Success and Achievement 
grants. NAMM Foundation re-
search has revealed that these 
grants are being widely used 
by school districts to address 
instructional gaps in access to 
music and arts education.  

Research into music educa-
tion continues to demonstrate 
educational/cognitive and 
social skill benefits for chil-
dren who make music: After 
two years of  music education, 
researchers found that partici-
pants showed more substantial 
improvements in how the brain 
processes speech and reading 
scores than their less-involved 
peers and that students who 
are involved in music are not 
only more likely to graduate 
high school, but also to attend 
college as well. 

Everyday listening skills are 
stronger in musically trained 
children than in those without 
music training. Significantly, 
listening skills are closely 
tied to the ability to: perceive 

speech in a noisy background, 
pay attention, and keep sounds 
in memory. 

Later in life, individuals who 
took music lessons as children 
show stronger neural process-
ing of  sound: Young adults and 
even older adults who have not 
played an instrument for up to 
50 years show enhanced neural 
processing compared to their 
peers. Not to mention, social 
benefits include conflict resolu-
tion, teamwork skills, and how 
to give and receive constructive 
criticism. 

The NAMM Foundation is 
a nonprofit supported in part 
by the National Association 
of  Music Merchants and its 
approximately 10,300 mem-
bers around the world. The 
foundation advances active 
participation in music making 
across the lifespan by support-
ing scientific research, phil-
anthropic giving and public 
service programs. For more 
information about the NAMM 
Foundation, please visit www.
nammfoundation.org.

Chatham Arts Council opens two grants for application 
From the Chatham Arts 

Council

PITTSBORO — The 
Chatham Arts Council 
has opened two grants 
for application this week, 
partnering with the North 
Carolina Arts Commis-
sion as its Designated 
County Partner to award 
Grassroots Arts Grants.

Additionally, CAC’s 
own JumpstART grants 
will return this year, 
in support of  Chatham 
artists who have been 
economically impacted 
by the pandemic.

Grassroots Arts 
Grants

Since 2000, the CAC, 
through the Grassroots 
Arts Grant — established 
to ensure every citizen 
in North Carolina has 
access to quality arts ex-
periences — has awarded 
more than $200,000 to 
nonprofits, who in turn 
use the money to fund 
artists and carry the 
arts into every corner of  
the county. This year’s 
funding through the 
NCAC represents a $4,000 
increase over last year. 
Applications are now 
available online at www.
chathamartscouncil.org/
grassroots-arts-grants/. 
The deadline for appli-
cations and supporting 
materials is May 15.

Cash grants range from 
$500 to $2,500, and areas 
of  particular interest for 
the CAC are local artist 
fees/fair payment to 
artists and outreach to 
diverse or underserved 
communities.

“Over the past couple 
of  years, investing in 
artists and arts organiza-
tions has been crucial to 
Chatham’s post-pandem-
ic recovery and trans-
formation,” said Cheryl 
Chamblee, artistic direc-

tor of  the CAC. “Through 
grants like this one, we 
can support community 
organizations that are 
working to deliver mean-
ingful arts programs 
throughout Chatham.”

Organizations applying 
must:

• Have been in opera-
tion for at least one year 
as a 501(c)(3);

• Have an arts mission, 
or a program that uses 
the arts to help accom-
plish the organization’s 
mission;

• Be based in Chatham 
County.

CAC will hold a virtual 

grants workshop from 
4-5 p.m. on May 5 via 
Zoom. All applicants — 
including those who have 
successfully applied in 
the past — are encour-
aged to attend, as there 
are new guidelines this 
year. RSVP is required to 
Jenni Detwiler at jenni@
chathamartscouncil.org. 

JumpstART
The CAC’s JumpstART 

grant was born out of  the 
pandemic as a way to help 
get Chatham County art-
ists and arts-workers back 
to work. JumpstART pays 
artists to make art — and 

to put the arts in the pub-
lic sphere as we reconnect 
with one another in our 
public spaces. 

“JumpstART was 
originally a one-year-only 
kind of  program, a bridge 
from deep pandemic to 
cautious reopening,” 
Chamblee said. “But 
engaging in JumpstART 
exposed a need that 
continues to exist. A 
springboard that pays 
artists to make new work 
— especially right now 
as we’re all working to 
find our equilibrium — is 
recovery for both artists 
and for our Chatham 

community.”
This year, grants 

range from $250 to $1,000 
for individual projects, 
and $500 to $1,500 for 
collaborative projects. 
Eligibility for the Jump-
stART grant requires 
the applicant to be a 
professional performing, 
visual, or literary artist 
or arts-worker who has 
been financially impacted 
due to COVID-19 can-
cellations and closures, 
rising cost-of-living, or 
other economic challeng-
es. JumpstART appli-
cants must be residents 
of  Chatham County. 

This year’s JumpstART 
project theme is Equi-
librium. All proposed 
projects should engage 
with the concept of  Equi-
librium in some way. 

All JumpstART 
awardees agree to partic-
ipate in a public sharing 
in the fall of  2022 that 
will include all Jump-
stART-funded work, as 
arranged by the Cha-
tham Arts Council. The 
Chatham Arts Council 
will not require artists to 
participate in a way that 
feels COVID-unsafe to the 
artist. The application 
deadline is Sunday, May 8.
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Girl Scout Troop 1024 partners with 
Pittsboro for Arbor Day event

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Girl 
Scout Troop 1024, along 
with Pittsboro town offi-
cials, gathered in Mary 
Hayes Barber Holmes 
park earlier this month to 
plant a Cherokee Brave 
Dogwood and a native 
North Carolina tree to 
celebrate Arbor Day. 

The annual Arbor Day 
celebration, observed 
April 8, began last year 
as an effort to help some 
girls achieve their Bronze 
Award, an honor given 
to scouts who spend at 
least 20 hours developing 
a project to give back to 
their community. 

Troop leaders Ra-
chel Hill and Christina 
Jenrette said the troop 
contacted Pittsboro Com-
missioner Kyle Shipp in 
2021 to see what projects 
the girls could do in part-
nership with the town. 

“He (Shipp) shared that 
Pittsboro was trying to 
become a (part of) Tree 
City USA,” Hill said, “so 
they made it the official 
first Arbor Day celebra-
tion of  Pittsboro.”

Last year’s celebration 
was deemed a success, 
according to Hill and Jen-
rette, so when the troop 
approached the town to 
do this event again, the 
town brought in more 
resources to help with 
the project. 

Hill said more girls 
became involved with 
Girl Scouts since last 
year’s Arbor Day cer-
emony, meaning more 
people helped with the 
ceremony. 

“This is a little bit more 
meaningful for every-
one,” Hill said. 

Members of Troop 1024 
also made posters as a part 
of their contributions to 
the Arbor Day festivities. 
Jenrette said each troop 
member researched the 
important functions of  
trees for the environment, 
including providing shel-
ter for wildlife, absorbing 
carbon dioxide, as well as 
other “greenhouse gases” 
and more.

“Each poster is sup-
posed to show something 
that the trees can do 
for us,” she said. “They 
wanted to make posters 
that would teach people 
about the trees.”

In addition to the post-
ers and the tree planting, 
Jenrette said the girls 
were tasked with calling 
bakeries in the commu-
nity, asking for donations 
of  baked goodies for the 
event’s guests. The troop 
received a donation of  a 
couple dozen cupcakes 
from Phoenix Bakery in 
Pittsboro. 

“We wanted to get 
more local companies 
involved,” Jenrette said. 
“So the girls from the 
troop were encouraged to 
reach out themselves and 
ask for donations.” 

This annual project, 
Hill said, has helped the 
girls develop an appreci-
ation for the community, 
as well as set a precursor 
for what she hopes the 
troop will do with the 
town in the future. 

“In the process of  
planning it, I think they 
(the town) tried to have 
a kids group — be it Girl 
Scouts or someone else 
— be a part of  it every 
year, so they kind of  set 
the precedent for it,” Hill 
said. “Once you get the 
girls started on some-
thing, especially if  they 
are creating something, 
they tend to love it.”

Pittsboro Mayor Cindy 
Perry addressed the 
girls during the event. 
She thanked the troop 
for helping their town 
by joining in an effort to 
support the natural envi-
ronment of  Pittsboro. 

Perry added the town 
wants to continue empha-
sizing a need for envi-
ronmentally conscious 
projects and hopes events 

such as the Arbor Day tree 
planting ceremony will 
provide more opportuni-
ties for similar initiatives. 

“One of  the things 
we’re trying to do as a 
town is to create more 
projects that honor the 
environment and honor 
what we need to do in 
order to limit climate 
change,” Perry said. 
“This is a ceremonial 
tree, but we will be doing 
other trees — some at 
Knight (Farm) Park and 
some other locations.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden 
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com.

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Troop members plant a tree during the town’s 
Arbor Day commemoration. 

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Girl Scout Troop 1024 members stand with Mayor Cindy Perry, 
Commissioner Kyle Shipp and Town Manager Chris Kennedy.

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Mayor Cindy Perry helps two Girl Scount Juniors 
place a plaque for this year’s Arbor Day tree.

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Members of Girl Scout Troop 1024 set up a table of snacks for the Pittsboro 
Arbor Day event. 

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Girl Scouts from Troop 1024 shovel dirt to plant a tree for Arbor Day. 

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

The Arbor Day tree in Mary Hayes Barber Holmes 
Park in Pittsboro. 

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Pittsboro Mayor Cindy Perry gave 
a speech about the importance of 
trees during a tree-planting event on 
April 8. 

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Perry speaks with scouts and leaders before the start of the Arbor Day event. 

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

The tree planting event allowed the scouts to give 
back to their community and the environment. 

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Girls from Troop 1024 embrace as they work to 
plant a tree for Pittsboro’s Arbor Day celebration. 



CHATHAM COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

On April 11, Dwight Melvin Alston, 58, 
of  101 Old Walden Road, Siler City, was 
arrested by SSgt. Ashley Ellington for 
failure to appear related to child sup-
port. He was issued a $500 cash purge 
payment and is scheduled to appear 

in Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on April 22. 

On April 13, Edgar Diaz-Easterly, 49, of 100 
Village Circle Way Apt. 1206, Durham, was 
arrested by Deputy Matthew Mitchell for 
assault by pointing a gun. He was placed 
on a 48-hour Domestic Violence hold and 
is scheduled to appear in Durham County 

Court on April 25. 

On April 13, Dominick Lynn Sloan, 35, 
of  9697 US Highway 64 East, Ramseur, 
was arrested by Deputy Olivia Soles 
for assault with a deadly weapon and 
communicating threats. He was issued 
a written promise and is scheduled to 
appear in Chatham County District 

Court in Pittsboro on May 11.

On April 13, Timothy Claude Phillips, 
60, of  10346 US Highway 64 East, Staley, 
was arrested by Deputy Percy Grady 
for failure to appear. He was issued a 
$200 secured bond and is scheduled to 
appear in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on April 20.

POLICE REPORTS
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Board approves zoning for 
trucking business

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Commis-
sioners approved a rezoning 
request for a local trucking 
company and salvage yard 
during their regular meeting 
on Monday.

The property, located at 
140 Silk Hope Rd., is owned 
by Bryce Terell Horton, who 
previously came to the board 
after being notified by town 
staff about some complaints 
people made about the state of  
his property. 

“Jack [Meadows, Siler 
City’s planning director] told 
me people were complaining, 
and we needed to do some-
thing about it,” Horton said 
in the March 21 meeting, “So, 
I said, ‘Let’s go ahead and do 
what we need to do.’”

Commissioners raised a 
number of concerns regard-
ing the plans for some of the 
work Horton wanted to do on 
the property, home of Hor-
ton Trucking Company. Two 
involved having a proper buffer 
between the Chatham Memorial 
Park cemetery and the automo-
bile graveyard and a proposed 
washing station for trucks. 

After the March hearing, 
Horton talked to Meadows 
to see what needed to be 
done to address some of  the 
concerns commissioners had. 
Horton ultimately decided to 
not pursue a wash station on 
his property, but to pursue a 
natural buffer between the 
cemetery and the business. 

Commissioners emphasized 
they wanted to make sure 
Horton was able to continue 
operating his business while 

going through the process 
of  cleaning up the property, 
which has been the subject of  
complaints from neighbors 
and other residents.

Commissioner Norma 
Boone applauded Horton for 
the work he’d done, and she 
said she wants to make sure 
he can flourish as a Siler City 
business owner. 

“We want to be sure that 
whatever happens, we want 
him to be successful and get 
him to wherever he needs to 
be,” Boone said. “Just by look-
ing at some of  the plans that 
are here, it seems like there 
is that working relationship 
there, which is what we were 
looking for.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden can 
be reached at theeden@cha-
thamnr.com.

HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTEES
Phi Kappa Phi

The following students were 
recently initiated into the 
Honor Society of  Phi Kappa 
Phi:
• Jessica Smith of  Pittsboro at 
East Carolina University
• Darien Wellma of  Goldston 
at North Carolina A&T State 
University

• Matthew Streets of  Pittsboro 
at the University of  Mississippi
Phi Beta Kappa
The following students were 
recently initiated in the Honor 
Society of  Phi Beta Kappa:
• Avery Elizabeth Harris of  
Siler City at UNC at Chapel 
Hill
• Jillian Mary Janssen of  
Apex at UNC at Chapel Hill

UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI 
AWARDS PHARMACY COAT 
PATCH
University of  Mississippi 
School of  Pharmacy student 
Margaret Moore of  Siler City 
received the traditional white 
coat patch in a ceremony at 
the Medical Center Campus in 
Jackson. 

SILER CITY COMMISSIONERS

HONORS

NEWS BRIEFS

Candidate forum set for 
April 24

SILER CITY — The Con-
cerned Citizens of  Siler City will 
hold a District 4 Chatham Coun-
ty and Siler City Municipal Can-
didate Forum on Sunday, April 
24, at First Missionary Baptist 
Church in Siler City. The pur-
pose of  this candidate forum is 
to give Siler City and Chatham 
County voters an opportunity 
to hear candidates discuss the 
issues of  importance to them in 
this election. The event is free 
and open to the public. 

The church is located at 914 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Martin named new COA 
executive director

The Chatham County Council 
on Aging has named Ashlyn 
Martin as its new executive 
director.

Martin, who began work at 
the COA on April 18, comes 
to Chatham from Senior 
Resources of  Guilford, where 
she served in a variety of  
roles since August 2014, most 
recently as assistant director. 
In that span, Martin has been 
the access to services program 
director/family caregiver 
support coordinator and the 
assistant director of  home and 
community-based services.

With experience in a wide 
number of  aging services roles, 
Martin has worked with or 
supervised social work staff, 
access to services staff, integrat-
ed services, nutrition services, 
senior center management, 

volunteer coordination, SHIIP, 
geriatric/adult mental health 
specialty teams as well as rural 
outreach and the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance program 
(VITA).

Martin holds a bachelors and 
masters degree in social work 
from UNC Greensboro and is 
certified in options counseling 
with North Carolina Depart-
ment of  Health and Human Ser-
vices. She is a certified commu-
nity resources specialist with 
the Alliance of  Information and 
Referral Systems and is certified 
in the Seniors Health Insurance 
Information Program (SHIIP).

She succeeds Dennis Streets 
Feb. 1.

Medicare alcohol abuse 
screenings available
As part of  Alcohol Awareness 

Month, Medicare beneficiaries 
who struggle with alcohol addic-
tion and excessive misuse can 
receive an annual screening, 
and those who screen positive 
may receive up to four counsel-
ing interventions annually.

Alcohol is the most common-
ly used addictive substance 
in the United States. Alcohol 
addiction and excessive alcohol 
misuse affects people of  all 
ages, genders and ethnicities. 
For more information, contact 
Lynn Parks, the human ser-
vices team leader/family care-
giver specialist at the Chatham 
County Council on Aging at 
919-742-3975 or by email at lynn.
parks@chathamcoa.org. 

—CN+R staff reports



CN+R ENTERTAINMENT

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.
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Michael Bay’s 
‘Ambulance’ is a dizzying, 

5-alarm thrill ride
One day, drone camerawork will be-

come a blasé part of  filmmaking. Today, 
it is a burgeoning, 
exciting expansion of  
the production pro-
cess, employed with 
dizzying exhilaration 
in Michael Bay’s 
“Ambulance.” 

Filmed in under 
40 days, the action 
thriller is raw, uncut 
“Bayhem,” a loud, 
sensorially assaultive 

cacophony that, when graded on the 
post-pandemic parabola, satisfies you 
by doing what you would expect while 
avoiding most of  the usual Bay pitfalls.

Adopted brothers Will (Yahya Ab-
dul-Mateen II) and Danny Sharp (Jake 
Gyllenhaal) took different career paths. 
Danny followed in the felonious foot-
steps of  his late father, a notoriously 
violent bank robber. Wanting no part 
of  the family business, Will joins the Ma-
rines and serves a Middle East tour of  
duty. Back home in Los Angeles, Will’s 
wife needs expensive experimental sur-
gery, but the VA won’t pay for it. When a 
desperate Will hits up Danny for a loan, 
Danny cajoles Will into helping out with 
a multi-million dollar bank heist that 
just happens to be going down that day.

Bay’s staging of  the bank robbery, 
while not in the same league as Michael 
Mann’s “Heat,” is taut, engrossing and 
well staged. When Danny’s plan goes 
deadly awry, he and Will escape the 
police by hijacking an ambulance and 
taking hostage EMT Cam Thompson 
(Eiza González) and Zach, a police 
officer Will accidentally shot during the 
getaway.

In contrast to his murderous old 
man, Danny has not wish to add homi-
cides to his rap sheet. So he and Will 
set out to conjure a way out while also 
helping Cam keep Zach alive. The rest 
of  “Ambulance” comprises a protract-
ed car chase, albeit one with exquisite 
land and air stunt work. 

In between, Bay indulges his pen-
chant for gunfire, explosions, actors 
screaming their dialogue, and humor 
that would only land on movie night in 
a frat house. The storyline also raises a 
number of  unanswered questions, such 

as exactly how long can an ambulance 
drive on one tank of  gas? Why didn’t 
Danny and Will wear masks? How is 
Zach awake and chatting with Cam 
about a half  hour after she and Will 
perform an open-chest surgical pro-
cedure on Zach and his spleen bursts 
in the process? And if  Cam’s primary 
focus is keeping Zach alive, why does 
she attempt to escape at one point while 
leaving Zach behind?

The film is based on a 2005 Danish 
film of  the same name, which clocked 
in at a tidy 80 minutes. Bay drags on 
for over 135 minutes, which is overlong 
to the point of  preposterous. Needless 
elements are globbed on, including 
a Latino street gang who turns from 
friend to foe and no fewer than two 
self-reverential references to Bay’s oeu-
vre. Any sidelong salute to emergency 
service personnel that Bay may have 
intended gets suffocated by the film’s 
sheer sound and fury.

Still, you do not go to a Michael Bay 
movie for emotional or intellectual 
depth, and for all of  Bay’s many faults, 
he has always been a dexterous visual 
filmmaker. “Ambulance” excises many 
of  Bay’s excesses, including his reli-
ance on special effects and predilection 
for offensive humor. 

What is left is a high-octane actioner 
with enough adequate acting to com-
pensate for an otherwise solid plot that 
gets more risible as the film goes on 
and on. And if  you see “Ambulance,” 
it is a movie that demands to be seen 
on the biggest theater screen possible. 
Given our post-pandemic cinematic 
landscape, that is as purposeful as a 
Michael Bay movie has ever been.

THE CN+R REVIEW | NEIL MORRIS

NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

AMBULANCE
GRADE: B –

DIRECTOR: Michael Bay

STARRING: Jake Gyllenhaal, 
Yahya Abdul-Mateen II, Eiza 
González, Garret Dillahunt, Keir 
O’Donnell and Jackson White

MPAA RATING: R
RUNNING TIME: 2 hr. 16 min.

CALL US AT 
919-918-0368Wanderlust

IS AHEAD

You have done amazing things. You’ve packed 
your stuff in a backpack and trekked across 
Europe. You’ve volunteered for the Peace 
Corps and slept in a tent. You have lived in an 
800 square foot apartment in the city. 
Your adventure doesn’t end at retirement.

SO WHAT’S STOPPING YOU?

VISIT GALLOWAYRIDGE.COM

SCAN HERE to take our 
“Rightsize your life” 

assessment.

Medical Direction Provided By

 
 
 
                                                            Downtown Siler City          

OLD NORTH STATE  
                 INSURANCE SERVICES  919-742-3422 

Insurance = 
Peace of Mind

We seek the best coverage for the 
best price for your way of life
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Mom, redux, redux
My mom makes no secret 

that she is not an enthusiastic 
cook.

Growing 
up, she kept 
us well fed 
(“well fed” is 
an extreme 
understate-
ment; she 
kept the 
neighbor-
hood and 
even strang-
ers on the 

street well fed to the point of  
bursting). But in the kitchen 
she was neither experimental 
nor adventurous.

She has a large handful of  
dishes that have become favor-
ites of  different members of  
the family. Mine? Potato salad, 
of  course. The Kid adores her 
chicken fried steak and asks 
for it for every celebration 
where they get the pick of  the 
menu. My little brother could 
happily dine solely on her 
stuffed chicken breasts for the 
rest of  his life. My father loves 
her pecan pie — it’s his birth-
day confection every year.

And of  course, anyone who 
tries them becomes instant ac-
olytes of  her frosted Christmas 
cookies.

Also, growing up, we went 
to seemingly never-ending 
potluck dinners. Church, 
neighborhood, Coast Guard-re-
lated, you name it, all organi-
zations to which we as a family 
belonged had regular, frequent 

potlucks.
So, my mother had to come 

up with a repertoire of  recipes 
that were appropriate to carry 
to clubhouses, church base-
ments, and any other assorted 
rooms where folks gathered 
with covered dishes.

Her slime.
I know Gentle Raeder, it 

sounds disgusting. But it’s 
delicious and refreshing. It’s 
a gelatin dish with lime jello, 
canned pears, cream cheese, 
and Dream Whip, a whipped 
cream product that comes in a 
box and is mixed with milk.

It’s not slimy at all, but my 
little brother named it during 

the “slime” craze. Slime was a 
slimy sort of  play-doh product 
that was acid green and came 
packaged in an acid green 
trash can.

What can I say. It was the 
‘70s.

Of  course, I loved her her po-
tato salad, which is what I also 
take to the infrequent potlucks 
I now attend.

And then, her showstopper, 
her fruit salad. She’d slice a 
pineapple in half, length-wise, 
and hollow it out. She then mix 
the now chopped pineapple, 
canned mandarin oranges, 
strawberries, and banana slic-
es. She would then toss it all in 

a large amount of  her favorite 
shelf  stable Dream Whip.

Then the sliced pineapple 
would be filled with the “sal-
ad.” 

Other potluckers were 
always impressed, and the 
pineapple shells were always 
eaten clean.

The funny thing was we were 
living in Puerto Rico when 
she began making the salad, 
but never used any of  the 
abundant tropical fruits that 
literally grew on trees all over 
the place. My mom’s a child of  
the ‘50s and just loves super-
markets and box mixes.

My aunt used to work at a 
wondrous farm stand that had 
grown into a huge market, 
Delicious Orchards. It was a 
Whole Foods/Fresh Market/
Foster’s Market kind of  place. 
They had gorgeous, gourmet 
foods of  every stripe.

In the bakery they made this 
cheesecake that was topped 
with a sour cream layer. It was 
sour cream, but lightly sweet-
ened, with the tang still a big 
part of  the flavor.

So I decided to remake 
mom’s salad and combine it 
with a dressing featuring that 
sour cream kick.

Fruit Medley with Bourbon Brown Sugar Cream
When you make this, use the fruits that you like. Buy 

what’s in season at the farmer’s market, or go retro and get 
strictly supermarket fair. I’ll share what I used in my most 
recent salad (I still use the canned mandarin oranges — 
they warm the heart of my 10-year-old self).
Dressing:
3/4 cup sour cream
1 tablespoon brown sugar
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
1/2 to 1 teaspoon Bourbon
Pinch of salt

Whisk together dressing ingredients and refrigerate for at 
least an hour for brown sugar to fully dissolve and flavors 
to meld.
Salad:
1 1/2 cup frozen peaches, cut up into bite-size pieces
1 small can mandarin oranges, drained
1 1/2 cup blueberries
1 1/2 cup blackberries
1/2 cup whole pecans toasted in butter, salted, and cooled

Toss ingredients together.
Service:
Place salad on individual dessert plates and drizzle on 

dressing. Serves 6-8.

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Fruit medley with bourbon brown sugar cream.

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Adam Phillips, Miranda Parker, Mary Maloney, Gary Phillips, Jay Parker, Don Basnight, Ken Tunnell, Terri Turner, Crystal Fisher

We know the Real Estate Market can be scary, let us 
help you navigate through these waters.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty
when it’s time for a change.

WeaverStreetRealty.com

919-929-5658  •  info@WeaverStreetRealty.com



B12   |   Chatham News + Record   |   APRIL 21 - 27, 2022

Chatham County Solid 
Waste & Recycling plans 

April events
From Chatham County 

Government

PITTSBORO — Cha-
tham County Solid Waste 
& Recycling is hosting 
several events in April, 
including an annual 
Earth Day event with 
document shredding and 
tours of  the recycling 
facility. 

All events are free and 
available to Chatham 
County residents. 

Earth Day —  
Saturday, April 23

The annual Earth 
Day event is open to all 
Chatham County resi-
dents (no decal needed) 
and will feature free 
document shredding, free 
take-back of  unwanted 
medications, compost bin 
sales, and household haz-
ardous waste collection. 

The Earth Day event 
will be held at the Solid 
Waste & Recycling Main 
Facility, located at 28 
County Services Rd., 
Pittsboro. The event 
starts at 9 a.m. with 
various end times, and 
includes:

Document Shredding 
Chatham County 

residents can bring up 
to three boxes or bags of  
documents from their 
household for free shred-
ding. Remove papers 
from folders or files, as 
those items can go in resi-
dential curbside recycling 
bins and do not need to 
be shredded. Businesses 

are not allowed, includ-
ing home businesses. 
Document shredding is 
available from 9 a.m. to  
p.m.

Compost Bins  
for Sale

Backyard compost bins 
will be sold for $45 and 
kitchen collectors for $5. 
Composting is a great 
way to reduce waste at 
home. Staff will be onsite 
to answer questions. 
Cash, checks, Visa, Mas-
terCard, and Discover are 
accepted (all cards have 
a 3% fee). Compost bins 
and kitchen collectors 
will be on sale from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection

The Household Haz-
ardous Waste (HHW) 
event will accept house-
hold hazardous waste 
items such as cleaners, 
solvents, gasoline, motor 
oil, stains, oil-based paint 
and more from Cha-
tham County residents. 
There is a new limit of  
20 gallons of  latex paint 
cans. Trash will not be 
accepted, and business-
es are not allowed. The 
HHW event is from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Medication Take-Back
The Chatham Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office will 
conduct a medication 
take-back as a safe way 
for residents to dispose of  
unwanted medications. 

No needles, sharps or 
liquids will be accepted. 
The Sheriff’s Office will 
be onsite from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

More details about the 
event can be found at 
www.chathamcountync.
gov/recycle.

Sonoco Recycling 
Facility Tours —  
April 26 & 28

Residents can learn 
about where their recy-
cling goes after they put 
it in the recycling bin. 
Chatham County Solid 
Waste & Recycling is 
offering two free tours 
of  the Sonoco Recycling 
Facility in Raleigh. The 
tours are for residents of  
Chatham County only. 
Space is limited, and reg-
istration is required.

There are two tours 
scheduled: Tuesday, 
April 26, from 8:30 a.m.to 
12:30 p.m., and Thursday, 
April 28, from 12:30 to 
4:30 p.m. The tour in-
cludes transportation to 
the Sonoco Recycling fa-
cility in Raleigh, and all 
participants must take 
the transportation pro-
vided. Participants will 
meet at the Solid Waste 
& Recycling Main Office. 
Register by Wednesday, 
April 20.

Learn more details 
and register at www.
chathamcountync.gov/
education or contact the 
Solid Waste & Recycling 
Division at 919-542-5516 or 
recycle@chathamcoun-
tync.gov.

Wildlife Commission says resist  
the urge to ‘rescue’ baby wildlife

From N.C. Wildlife 
Commission

RALEIGH — Cute baby 
bunnies are a staple of  
Easter, but taking young 
rabbits out of  your yard 
and into your home will 
likely do more harm 
than good. Well-meaning 
people often put young 
wildlife’s health in dan-
ger when they intervene 
in a wild animal’s natural 
process of  growing up.

As people begin to 
garden and play in their 
yards this spring, they 
may stumble upon young 
bunnies, fawns and fledg-
ling birds mistakenly 
thought to be abandoned. 
The natural response for 
most people will be to 
help, but in the majority 
of  cases, one or both par-
ents is a short distance 
away searching for food 
and will only return 
when the coast is clear.

“Wild parents can’t 
hire a babysitter, so most 
young animals spend a 
lot of  time on their own 
well before they can fend 
for themselves,” said 
Falyn Owens, extension 
biologist at the Wildlife 
Commission. “When the 

mother returns, some-
times many hours later, 
she expects to find her 
young where she left 
them.” 

Owens advises that if  
you truly feel the animal 
needs help, the best thing 
you can do is leave it 
alone (or put it back) and 
call a wildlife rehabilita-
tor for advice.

Rabbits
Newborn rabbits (kits) 

spend their first few 
weeks hiding in plain 
sight, in shallow holes 
tucked among clumps 
of  thick grass, under 
shrubs, or in the middle 
of  open lawns. Rabbit 
nests can be hard to spot, 
often resembling a small 
patch of  dead grass. 
Female rabbits (or does) 
actively avoid their nests, 
only visiting once or 
twice a day for a few min-
utes, to avoid attracting 
the attention of  hungry 
predators.

“We hear from con-
cerned people every 
spring who say they’ve 
found an abandoned nest 
of  bunnies, when in fact 
the kits are just fine and 
quietly waiting for the 

doe to return,” Owens 
said. “If  they appear to be 
healthy and unharmed, 
the best thing you can 
do is to cover up the 
nest and walk away. The 
mother won’t return until 
well after you have left 
the area.”

Fawns
Newborn deer also 

spend nearly all their 
time hiding for the first 
few weeks of  their life. 
After nursing, the doe 
gives a signal and her 
fawns instinctively split 
up to find a quiet place 
to lay down and stay put. 
They will usually stay 
curled up for several 
hours while the doe ven-
tures away to feed. Fawns 
rely on a dappled coat 
and no scent, which make 
it difficult for predators to 
find them. 

If  you find a fawn 
appearing calm and 
uninjured, leave it be 
and check on it the next 
day. If  it is still there and 
bleating loudly, appears 
thin, injured or has 
visible diarrhea, contact 
a licensed fawn rehabili-
tator for advice.

“If  a fawn has already 

been moved from where 
it was found but only a 
little time has passed, 
return it immediately,” 
Owens said. “A doe will 
usually try to find her 
missing fawn for about 
48 hours before she gives 
up. After 48 hours have 
passed, or the fawn has 
been given any food, con-
tact a fawn rehabilitator 
as soon as possible.”

Songbirds
Knowing the difference 

between a nestling and 
a fledgling can help you 
make the right decision 
if  you see a young bird 
on the ground. Nestlings 
don’t have their feathers 
yet and can’t survive 
outside of  their nest for 
long. Fledglings have 
their feathers and are 
able to walk, hop, or fly 
short distances; they 
might appear helpless, 
but those which have 
already left the nest are 
being cared for by the 
parents — typically at a 
distance.  

“If  you find a nestling 
on the ground, return it 
to the nest as quickly as 

possible, if  you’re able to 
find it,” Owens said. “If  
the entire nest has fallen, 
you can place it back in 
the tree, or even con-
struct a makeshift nest.”  

Fledglings, however, 
should be left alone in 
most cases. They are 
busy with the important 
tasks of  learning to fly 
and survive on their 
own. If  a fledgling isn’t 
obviously injured or in 
any immediate danger, 
leave them to it. Like 
human toddlers, young 
birds need tons of  prac-
tice to gain the muscles 
and coordination to 
become graceful adults. 
Keeping cats inside and 
dogs on leash is the best 
way to assure these 
young birds make it 
through this vulnerable 
learning stage. 

Obey the law
Leaving young wildlife 

alone is not only part 
of  being a responsible 
steward of  nature, but it 
is also the law.

“Taking most wild an-
imals out of  the wild and 
into your possession is il-

legal,” Owens said. “The 
chances that a young wild 
animal will survive in hu-
man care are slim at best. 
Even those that live long 
enough to be released 
won’t have developed the 
skills to survive on their 
own.”

Owens also stresses the 
importance of  never feed-
ing young wildlife, which 
can lead to irreversible 
harm, and is often fatal 
for the animal.

“When in doubt, con-
tact a professional before 
you do anything,” she 
advises. “Each spring, 
wildlife rehabilitators 
take in a lot of  young 
that are malnourished, 
sick, or injured from 
well-meaning people try-
ing to provide care.”

And one final piece of  
advice: It’s best to leave 
the animal where you 
found it, even if  some-
one has picked it up or 
touched it. Wild parents 
almost never abandon 
their young, even if  they 
detect human scent.

For more informa-
tion, go to https://www.
ncwildlife.org.

An Egg-cellent Easter

Easter eggs on the lawn of Community Baptist Church in Siler City wait to 
be found during the church’s annual Easter egg hunt last Sunday.

Staff photos by Simon Barbre

Josephine Harrelson (center) walks around the lawn of Community Baptist 
Church in Siler City during its annual spring Easter egg hunt last Sunday.



REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chathan 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc 

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc 

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Tues & Thurs, 9 
to 4 p.m. Call 919-533-6319 for 
more information, TDD #1-
800-735-2962, Equal housing 
opportunity, Handicapped 
accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, 
elevator, keyless entry. Sec-
tion 8 accepted. $486/mo., no 
security deposit. Application 
fee $25 per adult. Call Braxton 
Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap 
accessible. Equal Housing Op-
portunity. A2,tfnc

YARD SALE
YARD SALE - April 23, 2022, 8 
to 12 noon - Dishes, tools, toys, 
clothes, and much more. 2161 
Ed Clapp Rd, Siler City, NC 
27344. A21.1tp

FOR SALE
2006 MACK TRUCK w/sleeper 
for sale. For details, call Ray at 
Diesel Repair Shop, Inc. 919-
742-4864, A14,21,2tp  

TV ANTENNA SALE - Come by 
MacPage Communications at 
102 North Third Avenue, Siler 
City. 919-227-6698. D30,tfnc

AUCTIONEERS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, 
Consignments, Benefits, etc., 
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684, 
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com, 
J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell 
it all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, J6,tfnc 

SERVICES
LAWN CARE, Need your lawn 
cut and kept up? Give me a 
call. Steve’s Lawn Care, 919-
721-2877, A21,28,My5,3tp  

RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS 
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 

trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc  

HELP WANTED
UTILITY MECHANIC I/UTILI-
TY MECHANIC II, (CDL – Will 
train) - Orange Water and 
Sewer Authority (OWASA), 
Carrboro-Chapel Hill’s not-for-
profit public service agency 
delivering high-quality water, 
wastewater, and reclaimed 
water services seeks highly 
responsible, detail-oriented 
individuals to join our Water 
Distribution and Sewer Collec-
tion team as a Utility Mechanic 
I or Utility Mechanic II. - This 
position maintains, repairs, 
and installs, water, sewer and 
reclaimed water lines and 
associated infrastructure. 
This includes water services, 
meters, valves, hydrants, 
manholes, and maintaining 
easements. Position uses a 
wide variety of equipment and 
tools including, hand tools, air 
compressors, jack hammers, 
pavement saw, dump trucks, 
backhoes, compact rollers and 
tapping machine. Employees 
need skills to correspond via 
email and utilize computer-
ized work order management 
system. - Candidates must 
have the ability to work out-
doors in all kinds of weather 
and respond to after-hour 
situations on a rotating on-
call basis. Typical work hours 
are Monday through Friday 
7:00 AM to 3:30 PM. Physical 
requirements include exert-
ing 20–50 pounds constantly, 
50–100 pounds frequently and 
walking/standing to a signifi-
cant degree. - Title and salary 
range are dependent on expe-
rience. - Utility Mechanic I: No 
experience required. Requires 
a High School Diploma or 
equivalent and a valid NC Driv-
er’s License. Within 6 months, 
successful candidate must be 
able to obtain (and maintain) 
a Class A Commercial Driver’s 
License. Prior experience in 
a water and wastewater util-
ity preferred. - Salary range: 
$35,246 - $54,279. -- Utility Me-
chanic II: One to three years 
of experience in a water and 
wastewater utility required. 
Position requires a High School 
Diploma or equivalent and a 
valid Class A NC Commercial 
Driver’s License. Candidates 
must have a Sewer Collection 
System Grade 1 certification 
or a Water Distribution System 
Grade C certification. Sala-
ry range: $40,801 - $62,833. 
-- OWASA provides excellent 
benefits to include member-
ship in the NC Local Govern-
ment Employees Retirement 
System, employer 457 plan 
contribution and retirement 
health savings account. Paid 
Health, Dental, Vision and Life 
insurances. Additional ben-
efits include: Paid Holidays, 
Vacation, Sick, Personal, Be-
reavement and Parental Leave, 
Educational Reimbursement, 
Bonus Pay for Additional Cer-
tifications and/or Education 
and more! - OWASA is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
committed to continuous im-
provement, sustainability, cre-
ativity, diversity, and inclusion. 
OWASA does not discriminate 
based on race, color, national 
origin, disability, age, or sex in 
administration of its programs 
or activities, or employment 
decisions. - Certified Orange 
County Living Wage Employer. 
If you would like to be consid-
ered for this opportunity, you 
must apply on our website: 
https://www.owasa.org/jobs/ 
- Closing date is April 29, 2022. 
A21,1tc

VEHICLE AND EQUIPMENT 
MAINTENANCE MECHANIC 

- Orange Water and Sewer 
Authority (OWASA), Carr-
boro-Chapel Hill’s not-for-
profit public service agency 
delivering high-quality water, 
wastewater, and reclaimed 
water services seeks a highly 
responsible, detail-oriented 
individual to join our team 
as a Vehicle and Equipment 
Maintenance Mechanic. Ideal 
candidates should be self-mo-
tivated team players with 
a positive attitude and the 
ability to work independently. 
Candidates must have good 
communication skills with the 
ability to assist the team to 
fulfill the mission and goals of 
OWASA while ensuring safe 
work practices are always 
followed. - Responsible for 
ensuring safe, reliable, and ef-
ficient operations within repair 
and maintenance of OWASA’s 
vehicles and equipment. This 
is accomplished by perform-
ing skilled mechanic work 
on vehicle systems, brakes, 
steering, tires, transmission, 
air conditioners, inspections, 
etc. Position operates various 
trucks and other equipment to 
complete preventative main-
tenance and repairs. Other 
duties include purchasing 
materials, spare parts and 
communicating with vendors. 
Work is accomplished by re-
ceiving and completing work 
orders through a Computer-
ized Maintenance Manage-
ment System (CMMS). - This 
position requires six-months to 
one year of advanced study or 
training at a community col-
lege or technical school with 
three to five years of relevant 
experience. - Position requires 
a valid North Carolina (NC) 
Commercial Driver’s License 
(CDL). - Must be able to obtain 
a NC Inspections Licenses and 
the EPA Section 609 Certifica-
tion. - Must meet and main-
tain requirements for safety 
sensitive position (ability to 
wear a full-face respirator, 
complete HAZWOPER training, 
etc.). - Position frequently 
exerts 10-25 pounds and 
occasionally 50-100 pounds. 
Previous experience using a 
CMMS is preferred. - OWASA 
provides excellent benefits 
to include membership in the 
NC Local Government Employ-
ees Retirement System. Paid 
Health, Dental, Vision and Life 
insurances. Additional benefits 
include: Paid Holidays, Vaca-
tion, Sick and Personal Leave, 
Bereavement and Parental 
Leave, Educational Reimburse-
ment, Bonus Pay for Additional 
Certifications and/or Educa-
tion. - OWASA is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer committed 
to continuous improvement, 
sustainability, creativity, diver-
sity, and inclusion.  - OWASA 
does not discriminate based 
on race, color, national origin, 
disability, age, or sex in ad-
ministration of its programs or 
activities, or employment de-
cisions. Salary range: $48,138 
- $74,13 -- If you would like to 
be considered for this oppor-
tunity, you must apply on our 
website: https://www.owasa.
org/jobs/. - Closing date: April 
29, 2022 - Certified Orange 
County Living Wage Employer. 
A21,1tc      

JORDAN LAKE RECREATIONAL 
AREA is now hiring seasonal 
positions which will last thru 
September/October, 2022. All 
GENERAL UTILITY WORKERS 
(GUW) positions are respon-
sible for park clean-up and 
daily maintenance of camp-
ing areas, restrooms, shel-
ters, trails and parking lots. 
Some may mow, trim or blow 
specific areas of the park. 
Hiring some 16+, but 18 and 
over must have valid license 
to operate state vehicles and 
equipment.($14 hr). TICKET 
BOOTH OPERATORS (PA) park 
attendants are primarily re-
sponsible for collecting fees 
from all visitors who enter 
the park’s campgrounds or 
recreational areas. Good 
communication skills and 
computer skills required. Will 
be trained to use the reser-
vation system proficiently.  
Some general park clean up 
may be required.($12 hr) 
M31,A7,14,21,4tp 

FOOD SERVICES STAFF - 
Pittsboro Christian Village 
is accepting applications for 
Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook. 
Apply in person 8:30 am to 4:00 
pm Monday-Friday, at 1825 
East St. in Pittsboro. O21,tfnc

HOMECARE SEEKING, Now 
hiring for immediate positions 
in Pittsboro/Siler City: Certi-
fied Nurse Aides – Competitive 

weekly pay, CNAs start at 
$10.00/hr. & up for extra care 
cases – Total LifeCare, Call 
919-776-0352 or visit 824 South 
Horner Blvd., Sanford for more 
info or to apply. A29,tfnc

MISCELLANEOUS
VEGETABLE PLANTS (including 
German Johnson’s) are ready 
at Vestals, 969 Poe Road, Siler 
City; 50 cents each (except 
large German Johnson plants. 
Closed Saturday and Sunday, 
Call or text, anytime, 919-200-
3755. A7,14,21,28,4tc  

 LEGALS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having qual-
ified at Executor of the Estate 
of STEPHEN RAY FARRIS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby make notification of all 
persons having claims against 
said estate to present them 
to the undersigned attorney 
on or before June 29, 2022 or 
this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All 
person indebted to said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned’s 
attorney.
This 31st day of March, 2022. 
Scott J. Rizzo, 
The Rizzo Law Firm, PLLC
Attorney for Administrator 
for the 
Estate of Stephen Ray Farris
15720 Brixham Hill Avenue, 
Suite 300
Charlotte, NC 28277
Stephen Ray Newby, Adminis-
trator of the
Estate of Stephen Ray Farris
10359 U.S. Hy 64E
Stanley, NC 27355

M31,A7,A14,A21,4t

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified on the 9th 
day of March 2022, as Executor 
of the Estate of JEAN LOIS 
BOGGESS, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the decedent 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 
29th day of June 2022, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, 
firms and corporations indebt-
ed to the estate should make 
immediate payment.
This the 31st day of March 
2022
Keifer W. Boggess III, Executor 
of the 
Estate of Jean Lois Boggess 
3603 NC Hwy 87 North 
Pittsboro, NC 27312
Attorneys: Law Offices of 
W. Woods Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330

M31,A7,A14,A21,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 154
All persons having claims 
against BARBARA BECKWITH 
MARKHAM, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Caro-
lina, are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before the 1st day of July, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 28th day of March, 
2022.
Barbara M. Yates, Executrix
6504 Whitney Rd
Graham, NC 27253

M31,A7,A14,A21,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 172
All persons having claims 
against WILLIAM CLEVELAND 
PHILLIPS, JR., deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 1st day of 
July, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 28th day of March, 
2022.
William Christopher Phillips, 
Administrator
3774 Edwards Hill Church Rd.
Siler City, NC 27344 

M31,A7,A14,A21,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 178
All persons having claims 
against WILLIAM DALE 
GOODRICH II, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 1st day of 
July, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 28th day of March, 
2022.
Brenda Rudisill Goodrich, 
Co-Administrator
1175 M. Carmel Church Rd.
Chapel Hill, NC 27517
William Dale Goodrich, Co-Ad-
ministrator
1175 Mt. Carmel Church Rd.
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

M31,A7,A14,A21,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of BEVERLY LONG 
CHAPIN, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the un-
dersigned does hereby notify 
all persons, firms, and corpo-
rations having claims against 
the estate of said decedent to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed at 100 Europa Drive, 
Suite 271, Capel Hill, North 
Carolina 27517, on or before 
the 1st day of July, 2022 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery.  All persons, 
firms, corporations indebted 
to the aid estate will please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
This is the 31st Day of March, 
2022.
Lawrence Grossberg, Executor 
of the 
Estate of Beverly Long Chapin
c/o Dori J. Dixon
Schelll Bray PLLC
Attorney for the Estate
100 Europa Drive, Suite 271
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27517      

M31,A7,A14,A21,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against BERNARD L. BRYANT, 
JR., deceased, of Chatham 
County, N.C., are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before July 
7th, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This 7th day of April, 2022.
Nancy Bryant Poppe, Executor
Estate of Bernard L. Bryant, Jr.
c/o Roberson Law Firm
1829 E. Franklin St., Ste. 800C
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

A7,A14,A21,A18,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 184
All persons having claims 
against EDITH LAURIE SLADE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 7th day of July, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 4th day of April, 2022.
Cecelia Anne Slade-Weeks, 
Executrix
412 Central Blvd.
Wilmington, NC 27519

A7,A14,A21,A28,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 186
All persons having claims 
against INEZ MARKHAM POE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 7th day of July, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 4th day of April, 2022.
Jerry C. Poe, Executor
420 Bob Horton Rd
Apex, NC 27523

A7,A14,A21,A28,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 191

All persons having claims 
against JAMES LYNCH SMOOT, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 7th day of July, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 4th day of April, 2022.
Nichole Smoot Rapuano, Ad-
ministrator
94 Pine Cone Loop
Pittsboro, NC 27312

A7,A14,A21,A28,4tp

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PRO-
CESS BY PUBLICATION 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF CHATHAM 
COUNTY
In the General Court of Justice
District Court Division
Orange County
FILE NO. 22 CV 00324 
Tiffany LeAnne Beckwith vs 
JOSE ANTONIO AGUIRRE 
PACHECO
Unknown Address 
Please take notice that a 
pleading seeking relief against 
you has been filed in the 
above-entitled action. The na-
ture of the relief being sought 
is as follows: ABSOLUTE 
DIVORCE. 
You are required to make de-
fense to such pleading no later 
than 40 days after publication 
and upon your failure to do 
so the party seeking service 
against you will apply to the 
court for the relief sought. 
This, the 28th day of March, 
2022 
NC General Statutes 
Tiffany LeAnne Beckwith 
605 Jones Ferry Rd Apt TT05 
Carrboro, NC 27510

A7,A14,A21,3tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 179
All persons having claims 
against HARRY LEE GOODWIN, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 14th day of July, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 11th day of April, 2022.
Leigh Goodwin, Executrix
109 Bradwyck Drive
Cary, NC 27513

A14,A21,A28,My5,4tp

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
OF NORTH CAROLINA
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
CHATHAM COUNTY
22SP25
IN THE MATTER OF THE FORE-
CLOSURE OF A DEED OF TRUST 
EXECUTED BY ROBIN ITEN 
PORTER AND TYLER BRETT 
PORTER DATED FEBRUARY 
15, 2008 AND RECORDED IN 
BOOK 1386 AT PAGE 244 IN THE 
CHATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC 
REGISTRY, NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE OF SALE
Under and by virtue of the 
power and authority contained 
in the above-referenced deed 
of trust and because of default 
in payment of the secured 
debt and failure to perform the 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.

Chatham Monument Co. has an opening for 
a monument installer. Work involves working 
in Siler City and surrounding area installing 

monuments as part of a 3-person team. 

Apply in Person, 
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

227 N. 2nd Ave. Siler City, NC 27344 

2ND & 3RD SHIFT
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm for 
appointment to complete application 

and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS
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agreements contained therein 
and, pursuant to demand of 
the holder of the secured debt, 
the undersigned will expose 
for sale at public auction at 
the usual place of sale at the 
Chatham County courthouse 
at 10:00AM on April 26, 2022, 
the following described real 
estate and any improvements 
situated thereon, in Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
and being more particularly 
described in that certain Deed 
of Trust executed Robin Iten 
Porter and Tyler Brett Porter, 
dated February 15, 2008 to 
secure the original principal 
amount of $134,450.00, and 
recorded in Book 1386 at Page 
244 of the Chatham County 
Public Registry.  The terms 
of the said Deed of Trust may 
be modified by other instru-
ments appearing in the public 
record.  Additional identifying 
information regarding the col-
lateral property is below and is 
believed to be accurate, but no 
representation or warranty is 
intended.
Address of property:  
307 Danbury Ct, Pittsboro, NC 
27312
Tax Parcel ID:    
0083002
Present Record Owners:    Tyler 
Brett Porer and Robin Iten 
Porter
The record owner(s) of the 
property, according to the re-
cords of the Register of Deeds, 
is/are Tyler Brett Porer and 
Robin Iten Porter.
The property to be offered 
pursuant to this notice of 
sale is being offered for sale, 
transfer and conveyance AS 
IS, WHERE IS. Neither the 
Trustee nor the holder of the 
note secured by the deed of 
trust being foreclosed, nor the 
officers, directors, attorneys, 
employees, agents or autho-
rized representative of either 
the Trustee or the holder of the 
note make any representation 
or warranty relating to the title 
or any physical, environmen-
tal, health or safety conditions 
existing in, on, at or relating to 
the property offered for sale.  
Any and all responsibilities or 
liabilities arising out of or in 
any way relating to any such 
condition expressly are dis-
claimed.  This sale is subject 
to all prior liens and encum-
brances and unpaid taxes and 
assessments including any 
transfer tax associated with 
the foreclosure.  A deposit 
of five percent (5%) of the 
amount of the bid or seven 
hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), 
whichever is greater, is re-
quired from the highest bidder 
and must be tendered in the 
form of certified funds at the 
time of the sale.  Cash will not 
be accepted.  This sale will be 
held open ten days for upset 
bids as required by law. After 
the expiration of the upset 
period, all remaining amounts 
are IMMEDIATELY DUE AND 
OWING. Failure to remit funds 
in a timely manner will result 
in a Declaration of Default 
and any deposit will be frozen 
pending the outcome of any 
re-sale. If the sale is set aside 
for any reason, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the deposit 
paid.  The Purchaser shall have 
no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mortgag-
ee, the Substitute Trustee 
or the attorney of any of the 
foregoing. 
SPECIAL NOTICE FOR LEASE-
HOLD TENANTS residing at 
the property: be advised that 
an Order for Possession of 
the property may be issued in 
favor of the purchaser.  Also, 
if your lease began or was 
renewed on or after October 1, 
2007, be advised that you may 
terminate the rental agree-
ment upon 10 days written 
notice to the landlord.  You 
may be liable for rent due 
under the agreement prorated 
to the effective date of the 
termination.
The date of this Notice is April 
6, 2022.
Attorney for the Substitute 
Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, 
Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
(704) 333-8107
Posted:  
By:   

22-112662
A14,A21,2tc

EXECUTORS NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY 
File No.: 22-E-197
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against WALTER E. DELLINGER, 
a/k/a Walter Estes Dellinger 
III., deceased, of Chatham 
County, N.C., are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before July 
13, 2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.  
This 14th day of April, 2022. 
Hampton Y. Dellinger, Executor 
c/o Deborah A. McDermott,
Smith, Anderson, Blount, Dor-
sett, Mitchell & Jernigan, L.L.P.
P.O. Box 2611
Raleigh, North Carolina 27602-
2611.

A14,A21,A28,M5,4tp

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified on the 8th day 
of March 2022, as Executrix 
of the Estate of ANNA M. 
MALCOLM, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the decedent 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 
13th day of July, 2022, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, 
firms and corporations indebt-
ed to the estate should make 
immediate payment.
This the 14th day of April 2022
Christina Germano, Executor 
of the 

Estate of Anna M. Malcolm 
211 Kindred Way 
Cary, NC 27513
Attorneys: 
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330

A14,A21,A28,M5,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
The undersigned, Bryan Boone, 
having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of RACHEL W. 
BOONE, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, this is to notiy all 
persons having claims against 
said estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 15th day of July, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery, All per-
sons indebted to said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This 14th day of April, 2022.
Bryan Boone, Executor
7408 Villanow Drive
Sanford, NC 27332
919-721-8985
W. Ben Atwater, Jr. 
Moody, Williams, Atwater & 
Lee
PO Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
benatwater@chathamlawfirm.
com

A14,A21,A28,My5,4tc

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PRO-
CESS BY PUBLICATION, 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
CHATHAM COUNTY, IN THE 
GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE, 
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
SMALL CLAIMS, 22-CVM-99. 
VAN NESS APARTMENTS LLC, 
Plaintiff, v. GREGORIO SAN 
JUAN TOLENTINO, Defendant.  
TO: DEFENDANT: Take notice 
that a pleading seeking relief 
against you has been filed 
in the above-entitled action. 
The nature of the relief being 
sought is as follows: Plaintiff 
claims a possessory lien on the 
2002 Coronado Mobile Home 
with Vehicle Identification 
Number VAFL219A57435C012 
for storage of the mobile 
home in the total amount of 
$4,140.00. Defendant is the 
registered owner of the mobile 
home. Plaintiff has given no-
tice to the North Carolina Divi-
sion of Motor Vehicles that the 
mobile home is an unclaimed 

vehicle, that Plaintiff is in pos-
session of the mobile home, 
and that a lien is asserted and 
sale is proposed for the above 
described mobile home. Plain-
tiff seeks a judgment from the 
Court declaring the lien valid 
and enforceable by sale and 
ordering that the North Caro-
lina Division of Motor Vehicles 
transfer title to the person 
who purchases at the sale. A 
hearing before the Court in 
the above-captioned action is 
currently scheduled for June 7, 
2022 at 9:30am at the Chatham 
County Courthouse, located 
at 40 E. Chatham Street, Pitts-
boro, NC 27312, Room #3B. You 
are required to make defense 
to such pleading not later than 
May 24, 2022, and upon your 
failure to do so the party seek-
ing service against you will 
apply to the court for the relief 
sought. This the 14th day of 
April, 2022. Brianne M. Glass, 
Jessica B. Vickers, B. Zachary 
Taylor, Jr., Manning, Fulton 
& Skinner, P.A., Attorneys for 
Plaintiff, 3605 Glenwood Ave., 
Suite 500, Raleigh, North Car-
olina 27612. Chatham News + 
Record, April 14, April 21, April 
28, 2022.

A14,A21,A28,3tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 185
All persons having claims 
against SKINNER ARTHUR 
WHITE, III, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 15th day of 
July, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 11th day of April, 2022.
India White, Administratrix
674 Pine Forest South
Siler City, NC 27344 

A14,A21,A28,My5,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 211
All persons having claims 
against LISA RENE’ PHILLIPS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 15th day of July, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 11th day of April, 2022.
Larry F. Phillips, Executor
509 Beal Road
Goldston, NC 27252

A14,A21,A28,My5,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 655
All persons having claims 
against ROBERT LEE CAR-
MINES, deceased, late of 

Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 21st day of 
July, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 21th day of April, 2022.
Holly Jackson, Executrix
2514 Carver Oaks Ct.
Rockville, VA 23146

A21,A28,My5,My12,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM
22-E-215
All persons having claims 
against BONNIE A. FINKLE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 21st day of July, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 21st day of April, 2022. 
Denise Joan Lynch, Executor
c/o Hemphill Gelder, PC
PO Box 31205 
Raleigh, NC 27622

A21,A28,My5,My12,4tc

TOWN OF SILER CITY PUBLIC 
HEARING  
RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO 
CLOSE A PORTION OF PATTER-
SON STREET. 
WHEREAS, the subject portion 
of Patterson Street is located 
within the Town of Siler City’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction 
(ETJ).
WHEREAS, the subject portion 
of Patterson Street is shown 
and more particularly de-
scribed in Plat Book 2020, Page 
58 of the Chatham County Reg-
istry. WHEREAS, Craig Brooks 
Wood and wife, Margaret Ann 
Wood fee simple owners of 
certain real property located 
adjacent to the subject portion 
of Patterson Street. The own-
ers acquired said property via 
Warranty Deed, in Deed Book 
2123, Page 720 of the Chatham 
County Registry. The property 
is identified as 1053 Pine For-
est South Drive. The property 
is also shown as Chatham 
County Tax Parcel ID 17187. 
WHEREAS, Craig Brooks Wood 
and wife, Margaret Ann Wood 
have petitioned and requested 
the Board of Commissioners 
to permanently close a portion 
of Patterson Street. NOW 
THEREFORE, the Board of Com-
missioners of the Town of Siler 
City do RESOLVE, pursuant to 
N.C. Gen. Stat. §160A-299, the 
following: 1. A public hearing 
shall be held on the 16th day 
of May, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. or 
as soon thereafter as may be 
convenient, before the Board 
of Commissioners of the Town 
of Siler City, North Carolina 
at which time the Board shall 
consider the permanent clos-
ing of said street and so as to 
determine whether or not said 
street shall be permanently 
closed or otherwise restricted 
in accordance with N.C. Gen. 

Stat. §160A-299. 
2. The public hearing will be 
held in the conference room at 
Wren Memorial Library at 500 
N. 2nd Ave. 
3. That a copy of this Resolu-
tion shall be mailed by regis-
tered or certified mail to all 
owners of property adjoining 
the said street as shown on 
the county tax records. 
4. That a copy of this Resolu-
tion shall be published once 
a week for four consecutive 
weeks prior to said hearing, as 
required by applicable law. 
5. That a notice of closing and 
public hearing shall be prom-
inently posted in at least two 
places along said street. 
6. That after said public 
hearing, if the Board of Com-
missioners are of the opinion 
that the closing of said street 
would not be contrary to the 
public interest or to the rights 
of individuals owning property 
abutting or in the vicinity of 
said street and does not inter-
fere with ingress and egress 
of said property, the Board of 
Commissioners may adopt an 
Order permanently closing 
said street above described.
7. That in the event that Order 
is made closing said street, 
a copy of said Order shall be 
submitted to North Carolina 
Department of Transportation.
8. That in the event that 
North Carolina Department 
of Transportation abandons 
maintenance of said street, 
a copy of said Order shall be 
filed in the Office of Register 
of Deeds for Chatham County, 
North Carolina. 
9. That in the event the Board 
of Commissioners shall close 
said street as above described, 
the title to said properties 
contained within the boundar-
ies of said street shall vest in 
the persons or entities owning 
said street provided by §160A-
299 of the North Carolina 
General Statutes. 
RESOLVED, this 21st day 
of March, 2022. Thomas K. 
Price III, Mayor Pro Tempore. 
ATTEST: Jenifer K. Johnson, 
Town Clerk
The proposed item is available 
for review by contacting the 
Planning and Community 
Development Director at 
jmeadows@silercity.org or 
919-742-2323. 
The Town of Siler City as an 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission 
of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts. The Town of Siler 

City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, 
but are not limited to, provid-
ing interpreters for the deaf, 
providing taped cassettes 
of materials for the blind, 
or assuring a barrier-free 
location for the proceedings. 
This information is available in 
Spanish or any other language 
upon request. Please contact 
Nancy Hannah at 919-726-8625, 
311 North Second Avenue, Siler 
City, North Carolina 27344, 
or nhannah@silercity.org 
for accommodations for this 
request. 
Esta información está 
disponible en español o en 
cualquier otro idioma bajo 
petición. Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con Nancy Hannah al 
nhannah@silercity.org o 919-
726-8625 o en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento 
para esta solicitud.

A21,A28,My5,My12,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
ESTATE OF RAY C. WILLIAMS 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, who died on October 
28, 2021 are hereby notified 
to present their claims to ED-
WARD LEE WILLIAMS, Executor 
in care of the undersigned 
attorney at her address, on 
or before July 20, 2022 or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted to 
the deceased, please make 
immediate payment.
This 21st day of April, 2022
EDWARD LEE WILLIAMS, 
EXECUTOR
c/o Janet H. McLamb, Attorney
102 Presque Isle Lane
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

A21,A28,My5,My12,4tp

CREDITORS NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM 
Having qualified on the 12th 
day of April, 2022 as Execu-
trix for the Estate of RITCHIE 
WAYNE BUCKNER, SR., 
deceased late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate to present 
them to the undersigned on 
or before July 21, 2022 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, 

GET THE BEST OF LIVE TV & ON DEMAND WITH

NO ANNUAL CONTRACT

GET YOUR TV TOGETHER

O ANANA NNNN UNUN AUAU L AL A COCOC NONO TNTN RTRT ARAR C

855.548.9839
IV Support Holdings

Contact Your Local DIRECTV Dealer

• No annual contract required, No hidden fees
• The best of Live TV & On Demand on all your favorite screens
• Stream on 20 devices at once in your home—including your 
TVs, tablets, smart phones and other connected devices*

*Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream for optimal viewing. All 20 DIRECTV streams must be on the same home network and a compatible router is required. Certain channels are excluded. Limit 3 
concurrent out-of-home DIRECTV streams. Restrictions apply. See directv.com/20streams for details.

DIRECTV STREAM requires high-speed Internet. Minimum internet speed of 8 Mbps per stream recommended for optimal viewing. †DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Compatible device req’d. Residential 
U.S. customers only (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Your DIRECTV STREAM service renews monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on file unless you cancel. Once you’ve canceled, you can access DIRECTV STREAM through the 
remaining monthly period. New customers who cancel service in the first 14 days will receive a full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits for any partial-month periods or unwatched content. Returning customers who disconnected service within previous 12 months 
are not eligible for a refund. DIRECTV STREAM: Device for well qualified customers $5/mo. each for 24/mos. on 0% APR installment agreement; otherwise $120 each. Applicable taxes due at sale. Non-qualified customers must purchase devices up front. Purchased devices 
may be returned within 14 days for a full refund. Devices purchased on installment agreement subject to additional terms and conditions. See cancellation policy at directv.com/legal/directv-stream-cancellation-policy/ for more details. Regional Sports & Local Channels:
Regional Sports available with CHOICE and above. Not available in select areas. Channels vary by package & billing region. Device may need to be in billing region in order to view. Limits: Offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming 
subject to blackout restrictions. Pricing, channels, features, and terms are subject to change & may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. See directv.com/stream for details. ©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of 
DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

$84 99
MO.

CHOICE™ PACKAGE
90+ Live TV Channels

+tax

†

GET BACK TO A BETTER PLACE

1-877-649-1190CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH
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U
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as 
the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT 
Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 
Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and 
Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available 
in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 
(GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to 
get back on track. Call Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company now for inexpensive 
dental insurance. Get help paying for the 
dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist  
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-844-496-8601 

Dental50Plus.com/ncpress

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

Online Auction, Commercial 
Lots in Yadkinville, NC, Begins 
Closing 5/4 at 2pm, 5 Light 
Industrial Lots located off US 
421 & US 601, Low Reserve, 
i r o n h o r s e a u c t i o n . c o m , 
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

Online Only Auction, Income 
Producing Properties in 
Richmond County, NC, 
Begins Closing: April 26, 
2022 at 2pm, Apartments 
and Homes, Contact Anthony 
Bristow at 910.331.6765, 
i r o n h o r s e a u c t i o n . c o m , 
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

White-Glove Service from 
America’s Top Movers. Fully 
insured and bonded. Let us 
take the stress out of your 
out of state move. FREE 
QUOTES! Call: 855-821-2782

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE 
Months! 866-501-1596

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 

Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
833-649-2292

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

STOP worrying! SilverBills 
eliminates the stress and 
hassle of bill payments. All 
household bills guaranteed 
to be paid on time, as long 
as appropriate funds are 
available. Computer not 
necessary. Call for a FREE 
trial or a custom quote today. 
SilverBills 1-866-530-1374

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

Statewide Classified

FROM
$2,549

$2,299*

TM

1-855-874-7693
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on 
airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 6/30/22. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Oahu • Hawaii Island • Kauai • Maui — Enjoy a fully 
guided 4-island Hawaiian vacation with centrally 
located lodging in Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront 
lodging on the “Big Island” of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui. 
Guided throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—
your local experts. Includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs year-round
BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Use Happy Jack® 
DD33 to kill 
fleas & ticks  
on dogs & cats 
on contact. 

At Tractor Supply®
www.FleaBeacon.com
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firms and corporations indebt-
ed to said estate should make 
immediate payment to said 
estate.
This the 12th day of April, 2022. 
Beverly R. Buckner, Executrix
5458 Siler City Snow Camp 
Road
Siler City, NC  27344 
W.W. Seymour, Jr., Attorney at 
Law, PA
Attorney for the Estate
PO Box 3516
Sanford, NC  27331-3516
Telephone Number: (919)-775-
2137
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 744
All persons having claims 
against JOHNNIE G. HARDEE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 

County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 21st day of July, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 21st day of April, 2022.
Tara Parnell, Executrix
1122 Arboretum Dr
Wilmington, NC 28405
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 216
All persons having claims 
against EVERETT TYSON, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 21st day of July, 2022, or 

this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 21st day of April, 2022.
Felicia Austin, Administator
7715 Haigler Gin Rd
Monroe, NC 28110
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PITTSBORO
The Pittsboro Town Board of 
Commissioners will hold one 
(1) Public Hearing on Monday, 
April 25, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
during its Regular Meeting. 
This will be a hybrid meeting 
with the Board of Commission-
ers and Town staff meeting 
in-person at the Chatham 
County Agriculture and Con-
ference Center with an iden-
tical broadcast and the ability 
for the public to participate 

virtually via Zoom. The meet-
ing will also be livestreamed to 
the Town of Pittsboro YouTube 
page. The Board will consider 
the following items:
1. Legislative Public Hearing 
for the Fiscal Year 2022-23 
Manager’s Proposed Annual 
Budget: This will be the first 
Public Hearing on the budget 
for the 2022-23 fiscal year. The 
proposed budget has been 
submitted to the governing 
board and is available for 
public inspection in the Town 
Clerk’s office at Town Hall 
(635 East Street, Pittsboro, NC 
27312).
The purpose of the legislative 
public hearing is to provide 
interested parties with an 
opportunity to comment on 
the proposed budget for Fiscal 
Year 2022-23. Interested per-
sons may review the complete 
records of the public hearing 

items on the Town’s website 
(www.pittsboronc.gov) or at 
the Town of Pittsboro Town 
Hall located at 635 East Street, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 during reg-
ular business hours (8:30 a.m. 
– 5:00 p.m., Monday – Friday). 
Please call Town Hall at 919-
542-4621 in advance if accom-
modations for individuals with 
disabilities or impairments 
will be required. Substantial 
changes in the proposed items 
may be made following the 
public hearings.
The public can participate 
virtually via Zoom, a telecon-
ference software. Instructions 
on how to join the Zoom 
meeting can be found on 
the Town’s website at www.
pittsboronc.gov. If you wish 
to make written comments, 
please send them to the Town 
Manager, Chris Kennedy, PO 
Box 759, Pittsboro, NC 27312 

or via email at ckennedy@
pittsboronc.gov by 4:00 p.m. 
on April 25, 2022.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 189
All persons having claims 
against ADA C. PEOPLES, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 21st day of July, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 21st day of April, 2022.
JULIUS COLTER, JR. , Executor
6916 Olde Sycamore Dr
Mint Hill, NC 28227 bd
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Merchants’ group hosts 
scavenger hunt

PITTSBORO — Circle City Merchants, 
a Pittsboro-based group of  business 
owners, entrepreneurs, food producers 
and restaurants, is hosting its first “Trea-
sure Quest,” a scavenger hunt for the 
Pittsboro area, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 23.

Teams of  up to six people are welcome 
to register for this event through the 
website Eventbrite under “Pittsboro 
Treasure Quest.”

Registration is $25 and due by Friday, 
and there will be prizes for best team 
name, most enthusiastic team/team 
spirit, and team costumes. This event is 
not time-based; rather, prizes of  $500 for 
1st place, $300 for 2nd place, and $200 for 
3rd place will be awarded based on total 
points accumulated from the challenges.

Sign-in starts at 10:30 a.m. at the SOCO 
parking lot downtown and participants 
will receive a packet of  clues leading to 
local businesses, landmarks, and special 
guest locations. At each location, teams 
will complete a challenge before heading 
to their next stop. The Circle City Mer-
chants team will be monitoring these 
challenges through social media and 
tabulating points for each team.

Gov. Cooper proclaims April 
17-23 ‘National Volunteer 
Week,’ encourages North 

Carolinians to assist in local 
communities

RALEIGH — Governor Roy Cooper has 
declared April 17–23 as National Volun-
teer Week in North Carolina to celebrate 
the important work volunteers do across 
the state and encourage more North Car-
olinians to volunteer. 

There are many opportunities for peo-
ple to mark the week.

“When we work together, we build a 
stronger state for all,” Cooper said in 
a statement. “I am grateful for all the 
volunteers across our state and encour-
age North Carolinians to spend time 
volunteering. Whether you’re donating to 
a local food bank, assisting with disaster 
recovery, giving blood or helping seniors, 
there are many ways to help out your 
community.”

VolunteerNC, an agency within the 
Office of  the Governor, promotes com-
munity service and volunteering across 
North Carolina. The agency has more 
information on volunteer opportunities 
across the state including volunteering 
onsite, outdoors, from home or virtually. 
Volunteer needs vary across the state 
from working at a local food bank to help-
ing rebuild homes damaged by severe 
weather.

“National Volunteer Week celebrates 
the year-round impact of  volunteers 
in our community. Volunteers are true 
change makers: dedicating their efforts 
to causes they care about, including 
disaster recovery, COVID response, food 
drives and more,” said Briles Johnson, 

executive director of  VolunteerNC. 
“North Carolina is the great state we love 
because so many people volunteer their 
time and talents to serve their neighbors 
and communities.”

More than 2.8 million North Carolina 
volunteers have contributed over 265 
million hours of  service in 2021, meaning 
35% of  North Carolinians volunteered 
last year. More than 30% of  North Car-
olinians participated in local groups or 
organizations, and over 50% of  North 
Carolinians donated $25 or more to char-
ities.

In 1974, National Volunteer Week was 
established by presidential proclamation 
to acknowledge and promote the value 
of  community service across the coun-
try. National Volunteer Week has been 
federally celebrated each year since then 
as well as through many states across the 
country.

Visit VolunteerNC’s website to learn 
more about volunteer opportunities in 
the state.

Chatham County Parks & 
Recreation to host Earth Day 

celebration 

PITTSBORO — The Chatham County 
Parks & Recreation Department invites 
the community to celebrate the planet at 
its Earth Day Celebration. This first-time 
event will take place to 2 to 5:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 30, at Southwest District 
Park, located at 15124 NC-902, Bear Creek.

The Earth Day Celebration will serve 
as a grand opening for the Kids in Parks 
TRACK Trails program that has been 
installed at Southwest District Park. 
The TRACK Trails feature self-guided 
brochures and signs that offer a fun and 
exciting outdoors experience while learn-
ing about various plants and animals. 
Community members can register for 
free through Kids in Parks and win prizes 
for tracking their adventures. In addi-
tion to the grand opening, community 
members can also expect a natural play 
area, nature crafts, a scavenger hunt, 
activities from other community organi-
zations, and a food truck at the Earth Day 
Celebration.

“Chatham County Parks and Recre-
ation is excited to celebrate the grand 
opening of  the Kids in Parks TRACK 
Trails program,” said Chatham County 
Parks and Recreation Director Tracy 
Burnett. “TRACK Trails and the Earth 
Day Celebration are a great way to help 
our community members experience and 
appreciate nature and our planet.” 

For more information on Kids in Parks 
TRACK Trails, individuals may visit 
https://www.kidsinparks.com. For more 
information on the Earth Day Celebra-
tion, individuals may visit the Earth 
Day Celebration event on the Parks and 
Recreation Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/CCParksandRecNC/
events, or contact Mallory Peterson at 
919-545-8553 or mallory.peterson@cha-
thamcountync.gov.

 —CN+R staff reports

NEWS BRIEFS

Submitted photos

Unit Commissioner of the Year
Troop 93 Assistant Scoutmaster Mack Thorpe, a Eno River District 
Unit Commissioner working as a liaison with BSA Troop 911 and Cub 
Scout Pack 911 Silk Hope, was awarded ‘Unit Commissioner of the 
Year’ for his leadership in keeping Scouting alive and moving forward 
in the Silk Hope Community.

Submitted photos

Scoutmaster of the Year
Troop 93 Scoutmaster William Huneycutt was awarded ‘Scoutmaster 
of the Year’ for his leadership, character, Scouting knowledge and 
success at leading Boy Scout of America Troop 93 Pittsboro. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum
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apply today and grow your career!
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M O U N T A I R E J O B S . C O M
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401(k) and Profit Sharing
Great Pay and Benefits
Educational Assistance
On-Site Health & Wellness Center
One week of vacation after

OUR BENEFITS INCLUDE:

90 days and additional 
week after 180 days


